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Sir. 


1 iiA\ K llu'honor to submit tlie Aniniiil Rojiuri or; the ndmini.- 
inition of the Good; Helmr State for the year ending March ^lUt 187!), to wliicii 
are a})|iinid(;d the amniul siatetrient.s in the tor))! of a Sujiphtment, with a separate 
index. 

i. The re[)ort will 1 trust, lic tiaind to comprise all the rc(|aired information 
under every head. Much of what its pagc.s contain will, 1 am aware, bear a 
tedious njsemblajioe to otlicr reports, but this is unavoidable, owing to the 
necessity of making each yetir’s report, as for as possible, complete in itself, 
A too constant reference to what has been said on previous occasions would he 
nroductive of unneemary trouble to the Commissioner and the Government, 
"bliging them to refer to previous re[»rts for facts which they could not be 
expected to remember. 
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8KCM0K t-iAND BiTTJSUB. 

8. The >Mnpar*tive table jriven below shows the rwralt dT oolbctions of 
Mai and Debutrer revenue for the lust six years. 
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were i ' ■ . ertniii caBCs with the ComuiieiHioner's .sanction ; on 

the other i ;'ew of tfiv i< iinijuished jotc.s were re-settled. After deducting 
the deerenis* M r w'as the net ini reitse shown above. The difference between 
the baiuiKJtt ■ r at the close of 1877-78 in the account of that ycfir, and the 
nrrear deinatv' ‘n- ught forward in the jv ar under report is as niu* h »s ISs J 502. 
The detailed « e . - (d'dift'erenee are appended to t»ble« I and II. hast year the 
difi'erenee was Ra- 795. 


.5. There Mf' ow,, niain causes i>f ditJeivvae : the di.scovery of mistakes iu 
the settlement (,«»} ■ i'., owing generally to wrotjg calculations of the jtpe.'r---ixe 
juinma, and the entry ot sbe towji of m‘wly discovered arrear balances, 'iue in 
Home inshinres on aeeoimt < >t i- nwres the existence (rf which had been so •. •.pressed 
by the hold»rg, and which tin? M^ttleinent officers had Med to discover, but 
which hav< nttw come to light, and been hriuight under aHbessim ut. in some 
eases with ri tro»j:iective etf«;t. 

6. Out oi » total current and arrear dfemand of R*. 14,36,568, 
hs. 9,3<i..'1117 irert* ^hsrted yetw, Wing fea. 25;.776 f. excess of tlm 

collectioiis of 1877-71. Tlie W^e due at the d.O«e of y*»f wm however 
larger than i| the^^ceding yWr being 11s. 4,62,513 against Rs. 4,48,158, Of 
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fills amonnl B«/ 2 , 4 S ,137 w dew on account of arre«f demand, (aid^« bdanef is 
ftir current dewand. Detail* idsont the iimiar bsdances are,given in tbe 
llillrtwiiig table. 
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r. The <4d balance ^texed in the tonji daring ISTl'TS^-iignil^' 

airears due op. aoooont trf holdingH &c., oiulttwT from gettlemeat by 
iraud, which we discovered and entered in the towji dofing the 
report. 


8. The balance shown as due at. the clone of 1877‘78 was Ea. 4,48,156-7*4 
Out nf tliis the amount of Rs. 1,67,169-14-5 was collected and that of 
Rs. ;19,129-13-^1 remitted amount which remained 

UMiKljusted was Rs. 2,41,55$41-3 or a littiemore than a half of the balance. 
I regret to state* that the eiMisef, which affected the ctdlections of revenue for 
the j ear 1877-78 and whitdi I alluded to in para. 13 of my last year’s report were 
this year civen more actively at cork. I'Lxcossive rain and floods in June and 
July, fttvi the almost total absence of rain-fall from October till March inclusive 
each ;itl' v;tcri the ciiltivatOT# Ba*s( injuriously. The tobacco trade, hitherto their 
great stand by in bad yeairs, contiimed dull, and the cimia and kimi. crops failed 
ahnost entire' V l iider such cirenmstnnccs it is much, I consider, that the 
curre ui ii wh? so nearly realwed, for had all payments made been credited 
to ctitTciu ft i.i u'rtlung to arrear demand, the collections of the actual year’s 
rceeuuc ttoitki slu-rt hy Rs, 47,421 only. Vs it is, tin- amount retuaining <lue 
of the eijfveiii .Jetiiand of Rs. 9,8‘*.,;118 is I'.- , 2,19,376. We have now had 
four vear-. of iniiiiTercrit harvests in suci <:s.>i(in, and that at a time when it is of 
parauion'i', iiiipornmee that the average onlinrn of croi>s should l>e favorable, 
to entiit’h ilif <'u'‘tiV)»t.ora to cope with their hiltieultics in siirisiying the State 
doTe.'ioo-.. 'isl.j.'Ii (O'ing i’l' their riitrospecti'c cflifct utultiubtivily prc.S'-: hardly 


ui'on -e.'r'r 


o r'i'fti'fSig tabu soow.H if,>: refiviiimi bot' lor each of tlie fi'iir divisions 

of'-ob, -.-jKirateiy ; - 
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10 It will be observed that the jwtrctaifagc ciutte. down in aE tlte Divisions 
e.veeptmg M tlbaliiianga. Owing to excessive rain# and to diiilness d' the trade 
in tobacco, parts of this Division suflered more than any toiler poniona of the 
State. In the months of October and November last there wSts much distress 
amongst the people, and we were obliged to ipve loam, to the of 

Rs. 2,918, to ryots of talooks situated near Shetnlkhochi. The reason# % wWsh 
the [lerccntage has been large in the sudder dirision were stated to thf h*t 
report. 


11. Bet ides climatic influences, other cause# were at w<^: to* the 

la.t kist of revenue, which fell due just at the olose j'm 

ex-'ptionaHy liftd one. Qinlerubroke out m numy|«rt8arri 1 
off ninny. FaBulies lived in constant fear, cr* ’,*" 

in ti e ground, but of the low by death malw,. 

whose klwur ww to prepare the grootid tme Ih-oi 
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about 4 miles from Cooch Behar, I found a man and woman engaged in burning 
a body. The man came up to me and said that he was the last man »left in the 
bhari ; that two were dead, and two down with cholera. I saw several women and 
children in and about the bhari. I returned to Cooch Behar and ordered out 
a compounder with medicines, and the two men who were ill recovered. There 
was cholera in some other hharvi in the vicinity, while some entirely escaped. 
When cholera attacks one of these families of cultivators, it seldom stops at one 
victim. Panic seizes the others, and fear, it is well known, is a most powerful 
agent in inducing the disease. 

12. In times of general anxiety like these it is often the case that people 
who have the present means of paying their revenue, hesitate to do so, not 
knowing for what urgent purpose they may require the money. Shrads also 
cost money, and increased mortality, to a Ilindu family, means increased 
expenditure. 

13. Regarding the means taken to enforce payment I give the following 
extract verbatim i'roni the Dewan’s report:— 

“ \ .' i the disadvantages under which the collecting officers labored the 

“ collections for the last year, as has been stated above, exceeded those for the previous 
“ year by Eb. 2.5,775, and they fell short of the current demand by Es. 47,421 only. 
“ The number of processes issued for the realization of arrears of revenue was so large 
“as 10,921. But wo were all anxious to avoid selling jotes as much as possible. When- 
“ ever a defaulter came forward and showed that ho was trying his best to satisfy the 
“ State demand time was given to him. The number of jotes sold however was 747 
“ against 490 of the previous year. The proprietors of most of these jotes were very 
“ much involved and there was no hope of their being able to pay down the arrears. It 
“ was moreover necessary to be strict in some cases with the object of making the people 
“regular. If no sales were held defaulters would have taken no notice of the processes 
“ issued by us. The jotes sold last year were more valuable as regards quality of sort &c, 
“ than those sold in 1877-78, and consequently they fetched better prices. There were 22 
“ jotes for which there were no purchasers, and which had to be resumed for resettlement. 
“ The number of jotes formally relinquished by the proprietors was 21.” 

14. There is a rule in Cooch Behar that no “ htafa" or formal relinquish¬ 
ment of his jote will be accepted from any jotedar unless he first pays up all 
arrears due. This rule, which at first sight appears a sensible one enough, is 
open to this objection that if tenants wish to relinquish, and cannot pay up, thev 
have oidy to abandon their jotes and run away, in which case their land vvould 
probably fall out of cultivation for a time, as the exodus of the occupants 
would not be discovered until the next kist day. These remarks apply of 
course to cultivating jotedars only. 

15. Some idea of the difficulties which all classes have experienced in 
making both ends meet, during the past year, may be obtained from the fact that 
out of the total balance of Rs. 4,62,513 the amount of Rs. 1,11,458 is due 
from estates belonging to minors and otWs under the management of the 
Fouzdari Ahilkar acting under me as a Cou'ft of Wards, and this notwithstanding 
that under the Commissioner’s sanction old arrears due from the under-tenants 
of these estates are being summarily collected. 

16. The reason of this is that in most cases the fathers of these minors 
died very deeply involved, and largely indebted to mahajans. The State having 
assumed the management of the minors’ affairs, finds itself obliged in many cases 
to satisfy the claims of these mahajans with the money that should go to i»y 
its own revenue. Of course where estates are hopelessly involved they are 

B 
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not taken charge of, but as it is an object with us to create a better class of 
superior tetfant in Gooch Behar, we have hesitated to allow the estates of minors 
of decent family to be sold, even though we had to submit to a temporary loss 
of revenue in order to preserve them. 

17. The Dewan remarks that cultivating and resident jotedars are as a 
rule more pi^nctual than those who have a large number of undertenants. The 
reason is obvious, the undertenant knows that he has nothing to fear from the 
sale of his landlord’s jote. He is therefore careless and irregular in payment 
of his rent. To sue him for it costs the jotedar time, money, and trouble. Let 
but the proposal which I have already made in my report on sub-infeudation be 
sanctioned, and the rule introduced that on the sale of the jote for arrears of 
I'evenue all intermediate tenures between the jotedar and the actual cultivator 
shall de facto become void, and we shall see Chukanidars and others much more 
punctual, and eager to pay their rent.s either to the jotedars, or, in cases where 
notice of sale has been served, into tlie Malcutchery, to satisfy the arrears 
due by their landlords. 

18. The table given below shews details of the amount of collections 
actually credited in the cash book, and consequently borne on the Financial 
statements for the year under report. The reasons why a difference always 
exists between the figures shown here and those on the table appended to para¬ 
graph 3 were explained in paragraph 10 of last year’s report. Briefly, the one 
account deals with cash only, the other with both cash and credit. 

Amount of collections shown in the towji statements ... 9,36,397 6 10 

Deduct— 

Excess payments made in previous years which could not 
be credited in cash book for the year underreport ... 7,451 12 4 
balance in hands of coii.-i Mii!.' officers which could not be 
remitted to Treasury before the close of the year ... 1,949 13 fi 
Amount credited in Treasury by transfer in previous year 
but shown in towji this year ... ... 1C5 6 3 

- 9,567 0 1 




9,26,830 

5 

9 

Add— 





Miscellaneous receipts &c. which could not be credited in 





towji 

1,479 3 6 




Balance in hands of collecting officers at the close of 





] 877-78 remitted to Treasury during 1878-79 

7,088 10 11 






H,!567 

14 

5 

Amount credited in cash book 


9,35,398 

4 

2 


19. The examination of the towji books from 1,279 b.s. of the Sudder 
and the Mathabhanga offices was finished during the year. It was stated in 
the last report how tedious this work was. In comjjaring the towji with the 
settlement papers it was found that some clerical mistakes only had been com¬ 
mitted ; these have been corrected. 

20. Settlmmt .—As stated in the last report the settlement papers were under 
the Commissioner’s orders made bindmg on all classes of tenants and under-tenants 
possessing lands in kkheraj holdings and mokaruree mehals. There was a 
large mokaruree mehal comprising several talooks belonging to one Tariny 
Chum Chuckerbutty. The rights of all persons holding under the mokamreedars 
were not correctly recorded, and in many cases it h^rae necessary to hold 
enquiries and rndte the necessary corrections in the papers. 3S6 toryes had to 
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be prepared and distributed. In preparing these terijes fresh kha£anm had 
often to be made. Durmokuraree rights were claimed in a few cues, and the 
points raised had to be judicially enquired into. The enquiries respecting the 
jotes which were shewn in the towji, but which could not be traced oat in the 
settlement papers had to be completed during the year. 

21. A table shewing the number of cases disposed of is given below. 


N aml)cr of caseH ponding 
at the cloHc of 
1877.78. 

N umlier of cages in- 
Hti tilted during the 
year under report. 

Total for 
diRpoeal. 

Number of cases 
disposed of 

Number remaining 
pending. 

75 

180 

255 

239 

16 


The number of petitions and reports disposed of was 873 and that of 
notices and other processes issued 1,590. 

22. Several holdings had to be resumed and some remeasured and resettled 
in the town of Gooch Behar, in consequence of the improvements that are being 
made there. Settlement of some unasscssed lands in the interior of the State 
was also concluded. In all 187 pottahs were distributed during the year. The 
jii-inted settlement registers of each pergunnah are now ready, and a copy will 
sliortly l)c foiTvarded to your office. They are valuable records, and, though 
changes .are doubtless taking jdace every day, they will always remain evidence 
of tlie ext(mt of the area under assessment at the time of settlement, and of the 
number of holdings of a different nature within each talook as then existing, 
'i'he lakhiraj registers are not yet completed owing to press of work in the 
I’rinting office. 


23. There were a few boundary disputes during the year, some of which 
wdled for m}’ personal investigation. None of them were of great importance, 
affecting only very small plots of lands. 

24. But a question has arisen, which I shall shortly refer to you, as to the 
effect of Mr. Ilenny’s demarcation of the boundary ot Cooch Behar, where it 
marches with the dooars of -Tulpigoree, on the interests of the State. It is I 
believe almost certain that Mr. Benny laid his boundary according to the settlc!- 
ment measurement, and that he omitted to measure or include certain khas lands 
lying to the north of those settled. It is •now positively asserted that Mr. 

(I’Beilly, the sub-divisional officer of Alipore, has mcluded those lands, which are 
really a part of Gooch Behar, m his recent measurements. When the matter was 
first brought to my notice, 1 considered that as Mr. Benny was an officer vested 
with special power to demarcate the boundary, and as it was not asserted that hie 
boundary had been departed from, there were no grounds for the Cooch Behar 
claims to rest upon. But within the last month some old papers have been found 
which may I think enable us to shew clearly that Mr. Benny w'as wrong, and at the 
same time to point out with more or less accuracy where and to what extent 
he deviated from the boundary which was laid down in 1850-51 by Messrs. Kelso 
and Bedford, and tested and approved of by Lieutenant Colonel Matthie, Deputy 
(Commissioner of Assam, who was specially apj)ointed by Government in 1851 
to settle all boundary disputes between Cooch Behar and Bhutan. Colonel 
Matthie’s proceedings were subsequently approved of in a letter dated the 29th 
December 1852 addressed by the Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal 
to the Governor General’s Agent N. E. Frontier, and a copy of this letter and of 
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the sanctioilfed maps were sent to Kumar Burjendra Narayan, then Surburakur 
of the State. Mr. Renny had no authority to alter the boundary then laid down, 
andif it can'be proved that he has done so a fresh demarcation will I think be 
necessary. 


25. Rent Suits .—The comparative table given below shows the number 
of Rent Suits instituted and decided during the last five years. 


TEAR. 

Pendinj' from 
la 0 t yeoi'. 

Fresh 

institutions. 

lloTivals. 

Total for 
disposal. 

Decided. 

Pending. 

1874-75 

120 

1,832 

61 

i 

1,613 

1,438 

76 

1875-76 

75 

1,670 

47 

1,692 

1,554 

138 

1876-77 

138 

2,044 

39 

2,221 

2.078 

143 

1877-78 

143 

2,105 

30 

2,284 

2,166 

118 

1878-79 

118 

2,817 

40 

2,976 

2,582 

393 


26. It will be observed that the number of cases instituted during the 
year was 2,817 against 2,105 of the previous year. This increase was due to 
the effect of the Commissioner’s order, under which the period of grace for 
instituting suits for old claims was extended to the 31st March last. A further 
postponement till the last day of the Bengali month of Bhadro next was not 
sanctioned till the 15th March ; hut by that date many cases had already been 
instituted. 

27. The number of ca.sea disposed of was 2,582 against 2,166 of 1877-78. 
As however for reasons stated above a large number of jdaints were filed in 
March, the number pending was 393 against 118. A statement showing all 
necessary details about the disposal of the cases is appended to the report. 


28. The statement given below shows the results of appeals preferred to 
the Dewan against the orders of the Naib Ahilkars. The number of appeals 
disposed of was 17 and that pending 1. 


Names of Officers against whose decisions 
the appeals were preferred. 

Pending from the last year. ‘ 

Total No. of appeals insti* 
tnted daring the year. 

Grand Total. 

1 

Q 

(D 

Q 

Otherwise disposed of. 

Total disposed ot 

Pending. 

Babu Priyanath Dutt, Naib Ahilkar 


8 

8 

1 

2 


3 


Malcutcliery. 









Kumar Rungila Narayan, Naib Ahilkar 

... 

7 

• 7 

6 

1 


6 

1 

Mekligunj. 









nabu Kedar Nath Mookerjee, Naib 

... 

2 

2 

1 

1 


2 


Ahilkar, Mathabhanga. 









Babu Shoahi Bhnshan Haidar, Naib 

1 

5 

6 



1 



Ahilkar, Dinhata. 




■ 

■ 




Total 

1 

17 

18 

8 

8 

1 

17 

1 
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29. The result of revenue appeals to the 'Court of the Deputy Commis 
aioner was as follows • 


APPBALH FROM. 

iU 

III 

Confirmed, 

1 

1 

i . 
! 

1 ' 

o 

■s 

1 

i 

Dewan Babu Calica Dass Dutt, Eai Bahadoor. 

3 

1 

1 

■ 

3 


Babu Priyanath Dutt, Naib Ahilkar, Mai 

12 

3 

1 

HI 

5 

7 

Cutchery. 







Babu Gopal Chnnder Ghoso, Offg. ditto ... 

8 

2 

• •• 

1 

8 

... 

Kumar BunghaNarayan, Naib Abikar, Mokligunj 

6 

1 

8 

... 

4 

1 

Babu Kedar Nath Mookerjec, Naib Ahilkar, 

7 

2 

2 

... 

4 

3 

Mathabhanga and Dinhata. 







Babu Shoshi Bhusan Haidar, Naib Ahilkar, 

7 

8 

1 

2 

6 

1 

Malhal.'liaiigit and Dinhata. 







Babu Peary Lai Roy, Naib Ahilkar, Dinhata ... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 



30. It will be observed from the subjoined statement of miscellaneous 
cases that the total number for disposal was 12,G86. while that in 1877-78 was 
8,388. This large increase is due to the necessity of our having been obliged 
fiir reasons already explained above to take proceeduigs against a large number 
of defaulters for the realization of arrears of revenue, and to the circumstance of 
cases having been instituted for realizing sununarily all old arrears of rent due 
to Wards’ estates as stated in para. 42. The latter class of cases have been shown 
us miscellaneous cases in the statement. There was also some increase in the 
number of execution of decree cases, which is attributable to the increase in the 
institutions of original rent suits already noticed. The number disposed of 
was 10,431 against 7,108, and that pending, 3,535 against 1,280 of the 
previous year. 

31. Miscellaneous Works .—The table given below shows the quantity of 
miscellaneous work done by the Malcutchery and the sub-divisional offices 
during the last year. 


Ykab. 

No. of 
Iietitions 
roccivod. 

No. of reportB 
on which orders 
have Ixjcn 
imBficd. 

Number of 
; Kubokarios 

1 recorded, i 

No. of notices 
and other pur- 
wanabs iitBued. 

No. of Eng¬ 
lish letters 
addressed. 

Number of 
bills drawn. 

Value of 
Btamps sold. 

1877-78... 

21,852 

15,762 

1,257 

81,679 

1,140 

652 

28,537 

1878-79... 

25,405 

24,989 

1,821 

47,885 

2,142 

677 

38,711 


32. The Dewan remarks. “ The increases in the numbers of petitions,reports, 
" notioeSf and other processes and perwanahs are attributable to the increases in cases of 
“different classes us already stated above. The amount of value of stamps also increased 
“ for the same reason. It will be observed that the number of EngUsh letters rose 
“ from 1,140 in 1877-78 to 2,142 in the last year, and that correspondence in English is 
'‘steadily increasing. The sub-divisional officers are now naturally asking for clerks 
“for copying and keeping English correspondence. Tke subject will have to be taken up 
“ erelong.” 

83. Cases in which the State was a party. —From the statement submitted 
by the State pleader it appears that oat of 78 civil cases in which the State was 

c 
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a party 23 wixb decided My in <wir &vor, 7 a^aiost ns, and 4i8 rmaioed peoding-. 
These were mostly cases for setting aside settlements. The interests erf the 
State did not materially suffer if in some of them the settlements were cancelled, 
because the parties who obtained decrees occupied the places of the original 
lessees, and became liable for the revenue due for the land. 


34. Amm.—k. table shewing the work done by the two Court Ameens 
during the year is given below:— 


Nature of suita 

Number of 
caseft for 
enquiry. 

Number in 
which enqui¬ 
ries were 
fluiRhed. 

Number in 
which perwan- 
nahs were 
returned. 

Number re¬ 
maining to be 
enquir^ Into. 

Civil Suits... 

89 

66 

4 

19 

Bent and Eevenue Suits .. 

68 

46 

22 

... 

Cases in which the State was interested 
and in which no fees were consequently 
charged. 

63 

47 

16 






Total 

220 

159 

42 

19 


There were altogether 220 cases for local enquiry; of these 19 only remained 
to be enquired into at the close of the year. It will be observed that the ameens 
had to enquire into 47 cases in which the State was interested, and in which no 
fees were realised. They had also at times to perform duties of a miscellaneous 
nature, as stated in the last report. The amount of nmeen fees realised was 
4fe-1,354 against 1,294 of the previous year. The expenditure amounted 
to Rs-1,624-10-3 ; the State thus paid 270-10-3 for the work done for it. 

35. The Dewan makes the following remarks on the subject of Ameen’s 
fees in Cooch Bchar. 

“ Ameen fees are now realized at the rate of Bs. 2 per diem. I think the time is 
“ come for raising the rate to Bs. 8 and realizing from the litigants travelling expenses of 
“the Ameens in special cases, as is done in Government districts. The people are 
“ gradually becoming more litigious; they can now support a large number of pleaders 
“ and mukhtiars. Under these circumstances there is no reason for levying fees at a rate 
“lower than that which prevails in the neighbouring districts of Bengal.” 

36. Nezarut .—The table given below will show how the work and thti 
earnings of this Department increased during the year. Statements containing 
full details are appended to the report. 


YEAJl. 

Proocmas 
acTTod froo 
of 

I pTOceaaes lor 

realiaation (rf re¬ 
venue for which 
few ere real* 
lized after* 
wenU. 

ProoMMe paUl 
tor before 
hud. 

T(M namber 
of proccesee. 

Amount of 
eominn ehows 
In Nezarut 
boolu. 

Net vftlae of 
poon fee atampe 
credited in the 
Treoeo^. 

Kxpondlturv. 

1877-78 

9,032 

9,181 

22,290 


22,978, 

25,868 

11,909 

1878-79 

4.265 

10,921 

28,652 

48,888 

28,879 

82,374 

12,086 


37. There was a decrease in processes served froc.of charge, asiduiipg the 
year under report the number of sycat mehale whiflh had to be settled was not 
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80 large as in li87T-78. Tlw inerewe in oasee for l:he neatoation 6f arnears o 
r,eveiu}a increaseii ;tl»e number of processes iasuec} in Bucb caaea^ ^a reapecti 
{jToeesses paid for befotne hand the increase is explained by the circumstance o 
the institjutions of rent and civil suits having jner^sed as stated afcoye. 

38. The net value of peon fee stamps sold during the year, after dednctin; 
discount paid to vendors, amounted to Be- 32,377 against Rs. 25,853 of th« 
])reviou8 year; there was thus an increase of Be- 6,524 in the eaAiings. Th< 
expenditure amounted to Be-12,085 against Be-11,909 of 1877-78; there wa 
thus a clear gain of Be- 20,292, which did not however include the value of worl 
done by the Nezarut Department for the State. Besides serving 4,265 processei 
free of charge this Department had to perform a large quantity of mkcellaneoui 
work. Nazir Gooru Goblnd Guha contmues to discharge his duties satisfactorily 

39. A consideration of the large profits derived by the State from thi 
proceeds of the Nazarut Department led Mr. Wells in his remarks on last year' 
report to raise a question as to whether the rate of fees chargeable should no 
be diminished so as to lighten the tax on litigants. The Dewan points out witl 
ri’i'erence to this that the fees charged are not so high as in Government districts 
and he strongly deprecates any reduction. I entirely agree with him. Amon< 

II nntnrally litigious race, and the Rajbungsis are daily becoming more so, it i 
bad policy to make litigation too cheap. 

40. Crops and condition of the people .—Owing to the partial failure of 
the rice crop in 1877-78 rice began to grow scarce and to rise in price towards 
the close of the year. As a natural consequence there was a tendency to sow 
(sarly rice as much as possible, and accordingly the quantity of land under bitree 
was much greater than in ordinary years. The rain fall in April was seasonable, 
and we had 12 inches in May, and prospects looked very promising. But in 
•lune the rains set in in earnest, and the rain-fall was 65 inches. This was too 
much for the early rice in the low lands, and swamjjed it, as well as damaging 
the seedlings for the late crop. There was a short break in July but before 
the people could repair damages, a violent fall of rain was succeeded by the 
highest inundation that had been known, the Dewan says, for 40 years. Old 
men whom I questioned, said they had once seen one like it but did not appear 
able to fix the exact date of its occurrence. Starting from the river at the 
back of the Palace, the grounds of which are protected by a bund which was 
all f)ut overstepped by the flood, I traversed several miles of county over 
which the water lay, or rather ran, to an average depth of about three feet. The 
people were all driven to the tops of their houses by the flood when at its highest, 
and it was necessary to send out boats with loads of chura or dried rice to 
distribute, as in some places the cottiers were literally in danger of being 
starved. 

41. There was some talk of the possibility of Sir Ashley Eden going 
from Rungpore to Dhoobrec, I believe, just at that time, and Mr. Campbell 
the Deputy Commissioner of Dhoobree thinking the Lieutenant-Governor 
might wish to return via Cooch Behar came over here from Dhoobree in a 
steam launch, to test the practicability of coming by water, and I returned 
with him to Dhoobree the same day; passing in the launch over miles of culti¬ 
vated land, and actually crossing from one river to another. The floods sub¬ 
sided quickly from the high lands, leaving the low lands submerged for many 
days; for the rivers being flush with their banks, which are generally higher 
than the sunounding oountries, the water in the drainage channels was met by 
the back water from the rivers. 
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42. In August the rain fall was 26 inches, and in September 45 inches. 
Had there -been seasonable rain in October and an inch or two in November, the 
late rice crop would have been a very fair one. But the early seedlings having 
been more or less injured and in some places altogether destroyed by the floods, 
the crop was necessarily a late one, and the total cessation of rain-fall after 
September (only 1 inch falling in October and none thereafter till February), 
ivas fatal t(\ all hopes of a good harvest. The Dewan estimates the average 

outturn of the rice harvest at 9| annas. 

( 

43. On the whole the season was a favourable one for jute and tobacco. The 
former crop from its height was not damaged by the floods, and a dry cold season 
suits the latter better than too much water. A seasonable shower in January 
would however have benefited the tobacco crop, which may be estimated as about 
a 12 anna crop. 

44. But the benefit which the cultivators might otherwise have gained from 
th(! success of these two crops, as a set off against their losses by the flood damages, 
was neutralized by the low prices which ruled both for jute and tobacco during 
the season. The price of tobacco varied from Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 6-8 per maund, 
a small quantity of the very best quality being sold at Rs. 9-8 per maund. Jute 
varied from Rs. 1-12 to 3-8 per maund. 

45. In November the mustard seed crop, which promised well, was swept off 
by locusts in some talooks. Their devastations however were limited fortunately 
to a small area. In the eastern parts of the State the plant was attacked by 
insects of another sort, and altogether the total outturn is estimated at about 
8 annas only. China and kaon also were poor crops owing to want of moisture. 

46. From all the above combined causes the general condition of the people 
during the year under report was far from prosperous. In parts of the Mathabangha 
sub-division especially some of the smaller cultivators were hard put to it, and 
it was thought advisable to assist them in a few cases with loans sparingly, which 
was done to the extent of Rs. 2,918. 

47. Estates under management of Makutcherg .—The principal of these is 
the Gobracharra estate, which was alluded to in last year’s report. It is the 
property of the minors Shotish Chunder Mustafee and Suresh Chunder Mustafee, 
sons of the late Babu Bykant Chunder Mustafee, the premier.jotedar of the State- 

48. For convenience sake the financial condition of this estate is sum¬ 
marized in the following table. 


Mi 

niu 

0 i' 

i 

ti 

11 

P 

1 

■S3 

r V 

Is 

1 0 
£ a> 

S 0 

pi 

^|1 

18-3 

1 il 

a d <3 R 

1 P 

m 

1 

h 

j 

II 

II 

S'" 

■8 

P 

1 


!l 

II 

it 

1 

11 

II 

I! 

1 

M 

i 

48,570 

92,098 

08,758 

62,806 


3,889 

81,826 

02,869 


88,866 



The very large arrear demand is accounted for by the fact that fi^m 
time immemorial arrears have never been written off, but always brought 
forward in the account. Doubtless a considerable portion of the arrears shown 
in column 2 is barred by limitation. The collections for the last year fsU 
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short of the actual demand by Rs. 6,453. This is not altogether satisfactory, 
but portions of the estate suffered much from floods and partial &jlure of crops. 
The collection charges amounted to a little more than 6 per cent. Out of the 
investments amounting to Rs. 62,369 there arc Promissory notes for Rs. 27,000 
and the balance is invested in loans at interest. Of the amount shewn as cash 
in hand Rs. 21,229 are in the Rnngpore Collectorate, and will be paid to Ranee 
Sharna Moi, on account of rent due to her by the minors, as s-on as an 
arrangement can be come to ns regards the exact amount payable. A suit 
for enhancement brought against the father of the minors by the ‘Ranee has been 
decided favorably to their interests, and we are now trying to come to amicable 
arrangements with the Ranee. 

The two minors have been sent to Krishnaghur to be educated along 
with the young Rajguns at the Cooch Bchar Ward’s institution there. 

49. Four other small estates were under the management of the Mal- 
cutcherry. The current demand for these w.as Rupees 29,555 and the arrear 
dcmajid Rs. 35,462 ; the amount collected was Rs. 23,699. 

50. Canoongoes. —Six Canoongocs were appointed during the year under 
report, one for each of the six pergunnahs of the State. These officers have been 
employed throughout the year in collecting information regarding the condition 
of defaulting jotes, and the probability or otherwise of the jotedars recovering 
themselves it allow’cd time. They have also been very useful in enquiries 
regarding boundary disputes, and in all sorts of settlement work. In fact now 
that we have got them the wonder is how we have done so long without them. 
But then the necessity for them arose with the new settlement. 

51. The Canoongoe of Lull Bazaar h.as made himself very useful in con¬ 
nection with the tobacco farmimr and curing experiment at Situlkoochi. He has 
contrived to learn a little Spanish, and can manage to understand Senor 
Montfort and make himself understood by him in matters relating to the work, 
and to Senor Montfort's simple requirements. He cannot of course be spared 
from his other duties to sjtcnd much time at the tobacco farm. The number of 
cases enquired into by the Canoongocs during the year was 389. 

52. One of the most important duties which these officers will have to 
perform will be the registration of transfers of ji)tes and subordinate holdings, which 
has never hitherto been attempted in Gooch Behar. But before this work can be 
formally commenced it will be necessary to frame rules having the force of law 
to enable us to insist upon all holders of tenures under the State, whether 
superior or inferior tenants, giving information regarding the transfer of their 
tenure or of any part of it; in short of any alteration which would render the 
existing terij incorrect. 

53. The Dewan will shortly submit a draft of an Act somewhat similar to 
Act VII of 1876, which after considering in consultation with him, I shall 
forward for your approval, 

.64 Among the. Canoongocs Babu Rameshur Parnmanik, b.a., deserves 
special mention for the very satisfactory discharge of his duties. 

65. Nummary realization of arrears due to Wards and attacked estates.— 
The Cooch Behar Court of Wards is an institution of old date, having its origin 
In the time of the old Rajahs. It was formerly under the superintendence of the 
Dewany Ahillrar ex-officio, who took charge of the estates of all minors by whom 

D 
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or on whose behalf a petition nii;j;Iit he jwesentod to that effect, provided their 
estates were cv^nsidered of euflicieut importance. 

56. In the time of Colonel Af^new’s Commissionership, some of the provi¬ 
sions of Act VIII of 1859 were introduced, andthe Civil Court commenced taking 
charge of the management of certain attached estates as well as those of minors. 
Latterly the Malcutchery also began to assume charge of certain minors’ estates 
and of estates ittached for the realization of State dues. 

57. In 1875 the Deputy Commissioner having reported on the state of 
of the “Krok Sherista” as it was then termed, the Commissioner directed the whole 
to be placed under the management of one officer, the Fouzdari Ahilkar ; and 
sanctioned a regular office establishment, costing Rs. 300 a month, to be paid 
from a percentage on gross collections. 

58. The later history of the institution is known to you. The Fouzdari 
Ahilkar is now in charge of the department of Wards and attached estates, with the 
exception of a few which for special reasons are managed by the Malcutchery ; 
and the Sub-divisional officers, acting under the Ahilkar, are entrusted with the 
duty of looking after those estates which are situated exclusively within their 
sub-divisions ; while for the larger estates which can afford it there are separate 
managers, and for all smaller estates within the siidder, or situated partially in 
one sub-division and partially in another, there is one manager acting under 
the immediate control of the Fouzdari Ahilkar. This latter officer is called the 
General manager. There are two special managers one for the estate of Monmo- 
hun Cuxshi, the gross rental of which is Rs. 40,906, and one for the two estates 
of Tarini Churn Chuckerbutty and Bindubasini Dassi, the aggregate rent of 
which is Rs. 34,132. 

59. The following table shows the current and arrear demands and the 
result of collections for the past year, for the estates under the general and special 
man.agers and also the sub-divisional officers. The amounts shewn include those 
collected under the summary powers conferred on the Malcutchery and sub- 
divisional Naib Ahilkars for the realization of old arrears. 


Arrear rent . 

Current of demand 
rent . 

Total demand . 

Total collection in- 
clndin;; amounts 
remitted. 

State revenue paid 
during the year.. 

Percentage of col* 
lections over the 
current demand.. 


General manojror 
40 

Manager of r.i' ••* 
Mon Mohon Biuin. 
1 cutatc. 

Wiinftgcr r»f minor 
'! I.** Oliaran it 
Bltiduliwhinoe 

2 

Bnb*(llTl«iftn 
Dinliata 14 wtatcH. 

Mathahhangn 

7 Gslotca. 

Bnh-dlvlHton 

Mokllgimj 

4 mtaU-N Total 

711 OBtUtw, 

1,20,841 9 8 

54,140 0 8 

88,340 5 11 

18,048 0 3 

34,519 IS 7 

1,759 16 11 

«7 fi45 5 7 

40,906 11 4 

34,132 8 11 

12,753 12 9 

10,420 11 6 

1,626 0 6 

1.78,480 15 3 

95,046 12 0 

1,22,472 14 10 

30,801 13 0 

44,940 11 1 

3,m 0 6 

65,080 14 11 

37,801 13 4 

33,514 10 8 

8,205 9 4 

7,161 6 7 

1,072 12 0 

28,216 0 0 

19,318 13 7 

14,919 10 8 

3,390 14 I 

1,498 13 11 

838 16 0 

94 n 0 

84 3 0 

76 0 0 

51 13 0 

68 7 0 

70 6 0 


It will be seen that the percentage is very unfavorable to the sub-divisional 
officers, and very creditable to the general manager, Babu Ananda Chunder .Roy. 
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60. It must be remembered that the figures in the above 1;able refer to 
rents and not to revenue. All the money collected did not find it^ way into the 
State coffers. There is the maintenance and education of the minors and their 
families to be paid for, and the claims of mahajans to be satisfied. Little more 
than three-fourths of the current demand of revenue was realized by the State 
from these estates during the year under report.* 

61. This reveals a state of things so eminently unsatisfactory that it is high 
time to enquire into the ulterior causes of it. Here we have a Court of Wards 
exercising summary powers for the realization of old arrears; yet unable to 
realize enough of old arresa's and current demand combined to satisfy the whole 
of the latter. 

62. To my questions on the subject, the Fouzdari Ahilkar has but one answer 
“ Effects of settlement with retrospective effect.” But, I reply, how can the 
pressure of the arrear demand which is not paid, aflPect the payment of the 
current demand,? In the case of the Wards estates we are lenient landlords ; 
we take what we can get, we do not sue them for these old arrears. The mere 
existence of those arrears as a dead letter in our towji does not affect the 
annual agricultural operations, and prevent the ryot from paying his due for the 
current year, which is paid out of the profit of the crops actually on the ground. 
To this, I am told that though the assessment is in itself a light one the manner 
of its introduction has increased its weight many fold. It sometimes happened 
that a jotedar claimed proprietary right over a far larger extent of culturable 
land than he actually cultivated. When the settlement officer came round and 
enquired whether he wished all this land included in his jote he replied in the 
affirmative. The land was measured. Much of it was fallow land, which had 
never been ploughed. But it was entered in the name of the jotedar who 
claimed it, and assessed at eight annas a beegah.f This assessment was not 
to take full effect at once. I am assured that in some cases the full amount 
of increased jumma which a jotedar would have to i)ay, on the progressive 
jumma attaining its full dimensions, was as much as sixty times what he had been 
in the habit of paying. This is of course an exceptional case and means that 
certain jotedars had held large quantities of land in effect rent free. The object 
of the progressive settlement was to enable the jotedar, gradually, by bringin"' 
waste lands into cultivation, to meet the annual increase without inconvenience. 
But whereas a certain year w^as fixed as that from which the settlement 
was to commence taking effect, as a fact the terijes specifying the amounts 
payable were in most cases not given to the jotedars and ryots until from 
three to four years after, and they were then called uix>n to pay at settlement 
rates with effect from the year originally fixed. Legal notices of the 
settlement operations and effects were no doubt duly promulgated, but the 
ignorant and imprudent Rajbungsi thought that sufficient for the day was the 
evil thereof, and refrained from paying more than he was obliged to. When 
therefore they were suddenly called upon to pay these unprecedentedly large 
amounts, they had recourse to the mahajans, and so began their troubles. 
Little by little they have fallen deeper and deeper into the slough of debt, and 
it cannot now be said that five per cent, of the estates under the management 
of the Fouzdari Ahilkar are ’solvent. The causes which affected the jotedars 
affected their under-tenants also. Tenures of all descriptions became so deeply 
mortgaged that when put up for sale for arrears of revenue they often failed to 

* Arrears oollocted by summary procedure bare invariably been credited to Revenue, and in no case paid to 
mabajane when arreare ol revenue were due. 

t Land under thatching grass, although uncultivated, was assessed at 8 annas a beegah on account of the 
supposed walue of tba grass. But the value is related by the demand which is not great in out of the way 
pane of the State whets there are no houses to thatcL 
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realize the bare amount of the State’s due, and sometimes did not even elicit a 
bid. We have been so considerate in our demands on behalf of the State and so 
careful to avoid as much as possible bringing jotes to the hammer that of late 
years the arrear demand has not pressed so heavily on the people as at first, 
but the mahajans are not so merciful, and large interest has swelled their 
demands, and their grip grows tighter day by day. The remedy for all this is 
not easy to discover. If I thought that writing off the total arrear demand 
would effect it,* 1 would recommend its being done with the utmost speed of post. 
The loss wouhl be a trifle to the State compared with the advantages of a 
punctually paid current rc\’cnue, and a cheerful and contented population. Hut 
I am not at all confident that the effect would be altogether beneficial. As I 
have said already ; under our mild administration the collection of revenue is 
not made quite a primary object, and though we would gladly forestall the 
nialmjaus if possible, we refrain as much as w^e consistently can from ruining 
individual debtors. The Fouzdari Ahilkar recommends the introduction of a 
measure similar to the Chota Nagporc laud tenure Act to protect the jotes of 
certain jotedars from sale under decree of court. This might have a good 
effect and enable them to compromise with their creditors on favorable terms. 
But it would bo rather arbitrary, as the same reasons do apply to Cooch Behar 
which led to the passing of the Chota Nagpore Act. My idea is that the remedy 
lies in stringent hiws against sub-infeudation. I have written so much on this 
subject already, that I should only repeat myself, if I were to say more here. 
But it occurs to me that if the Government are hesitating about the expediency 
of introducing such a measure as the avoidance of all intermediate tenures by the 
sale for arrears of revenue of the jote to which they belong, they might sanction 
it as an experiment to be tried in the case of estates under the Cooch Behar 
Court of Wards. And surely an Act to stop all subletting in the future, beyond 
the grade of chukanidar, cannot be otherwise than beneficial, and your simple 
order, lawfully promulgated, would have the force of law in such a matter. 
Cooch Behar will never I believe be re.ally prosperous until we have sensibly 
diminished the number of unproductive consumers of the profits derived from 
its soil. 

63. I wish to record my sense of the valuable assistance which I continue to 
derive from the Dewan Babu Calica Dass Dutt in all State matters regarding 
which I have to consult him and of the zeal and ability with which he continues 
to perform his more peculiar duties, as chief officer of the Revenue Department. 
Babu Priyanath Dutt, Malcutchery Naib Ahilkar also deserves recognition 
as one of our most useful officers. 

64. —The experimental tobacco farm .—The subject of improving the quality 
of Cooch Behar tobacco was taken up by the Commissioner in 1877-78. Towards 
the close of that year Mr. Paterson was appointed tobacco curer on a salary of 
lls. 200, and we were ordered to have houses built for him, and to supply him 
with labor and materials. 80 maunds of tobacco were purchased and m^e over 
to Mr. Paterson for curing in the American fashion. He commenced oper¬ 
ations shortly after the commencement of the year under report. At the same 

^ time 100 beegas of land were taken up, the greater portion at Kowadara near 
Mathabhanga, and a small plot at Situlkoochf, Mekligunj, and Cooch Behar 
for the purpose of experimental cultivation ; as Mr. Paterson was confident that 
he could greatly improve the quality and texture of the Cooch Behar tobacco 
by certain alterations in the native method of cultivating it. 

65. I regret to state that the experiment of curing native grown tobacco 
on the American style, as tried by Mr. Paterson, was financially a failure. The 
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P irras to whom samples of his tobacco were sent spoke on the wfiole favorably 
of it; but the true criterion was the price realized by that sent for sale in 
Calcutta, which was not more than native cured tobacco fetches in Cooch Behar ; 
not so much in fact, in a good year. The price of tobacco was exceptionally 
low last year, and t le result of the sale cannot be taken as altogether a fiiir 
criterion of merit. 

66. While Mr. Paterson’s cultivation experiment was goiifg on, in July 
Senor Montfort the Manilla curer arrived. It was then too late‘to arrange for 
curing native grown tobacco on the Manilla system. It was therefore determined 
to try the Manilla method of cultivation under Senor Montfort side by side with 
the American system under Mr Pater.son, and a portion of Mr. Paterson’s 
land at Kowadara was made over to Senor Montfort for this purpose. 

67. Shortly after Senor Montfort’s arrival Mr. Paterson’s health began to 
give way; and he was unable to attend as regularly to the work of out of door 
supervision as wa.s desirable. Subsetpicntly he was obliged to come to Cooch 
Behar for medical attendance. He was sanguine to the last both about himself 
and about his tobacco crop, and was most urgent in requesting that it might 
not be made over to Senor Montfort. I thought it, however, necessary to ask 
Senor Montfort to look after it to a certain extent; and ultimately Mr. Paterson’s 
death in December led to the crop which he had cultivated being uncondition¬ 
ally made over to Senor Montfort to do the best he could with. He, as might 
have been expected, was di.sposed to depreciate the crop which he did not grow 
himself. He promised however to do his best with the tobacco after his own 
fashion of curinir. 

O 


68. Senor Montfort has undoubtedly succeeded in growing some very fine 
tobacco from mixed seed. He is himself .an enthusiast on the subject and looks 
to Cooch Behar tobacco cultivation as his ro.ad to fortune. He says he can grow 
as good tobacco here as second class Manilla. He does not think that Cooch 
Behar can ever compete with the highest Manilla brands. 


69. Up to the present it has been all outlay and no return. The returns 
should come in the current year, and by Senor Montfort’s calculation should 
cover all last year’s expenditure, both on Mr. Paterson’s account and his own. 
But I am not so sanguine. Some return however there must be, and of the 
ultimate success of the experiment, if continued for three or four years, I have 
little doubt. Senor Montfort’s ignorance of any language but Spanish is a great 
Jawback. He is anxious to bring out his nephew who, he says, understands both 
hnghsh and French provided he is associated with him in the work. He also wants 
to get out one or two experts from Manilla to manufacture cheroots. I am writimr 
a full report on his proposals, which has only been delayed for want of information 
regarding the quantity of tobacco actually grown last year, but which will 
probably precede the submission of the present report. J Senor Montfort is 
assisted by an exmate of the merchant service named Beaven Careswell who can 
speak Spanish fluently enough. I should much prefer however Senor Montfort’s 
own nephew as his interpreter, as at present he is too much in Coreswell’s hands 
This man came under the name of Beaven, but has latey declared his name 
to be Careswell and married Mr. Paterson’s widow. Of his previous history or 
the reason for his assuming a false name I know nothing, beyond his own 
statement. He has undoubtedly made himself very useful, and has on the 
whole kept sober and steady. 


t Since the ebOTe has been in type Senor Montfort has 1 ronrot to eav definitelv dnoMml that h. witi 
^ntfnue longer in Coooh Behar than will suffice to Bnieh the eSieg of tto toW wotra He h^^ h 

.uSering from rhenmatto and has token fright at the elimato. l!o yemrf toe. 


E 
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70. The amount siinctionud fur Mr. J’nterson’s experimental cultivation and 
curing was Rs. 10,.547 and the total amount cxuended both on Mr. Paterson’s and 
Senor Montfort’s operations, including salaries, during the past year was Rg. 10,757. 
Of this amount I think some Rs. 5,000 or 6,000 may be realized by the 
sale of the tobacco grown. Senor Montfort is more sanguine and think that 
all outlay will be recovered, but 1 think he overestimates the value of his 
tobacco in the market. Ho wishes however to sell a certain amount in a manu¬ 
factured form.' In judging of these results it must be recollected that Mr. 
Paterson’s illnCss and deiith was a contingency which was not calculated for. 
Had he lived and retained hi.s health his tobacco W'oukl have doubtless realized 
more than can now po.ssibly be expected from it. 


SKCTION II.—EXCISE. 


71. The total annual demand amounting to Rs. 52,649-10-4 was collected 
before the clo.se of the year. The comparative table given below shows the 
collections made during each of the Last two years:— 


E-TCIREABLE Ahticler 

1877-73. 

1878-79. 

Itiercafie. 

Deorcnsc. 


Rs. 

A. 

P. 

Rr. 

A. 

r. 

R,r. 

A. 

r. 

Ra. 

A. 

P. 

Duly on country Rpirit.,, 

6,416 

9 

9 

6,702 

10 

9 

287 

1 

0 




liiceiiRi' fees for sale of country spirit 

7,398 

0 

0 

8,659 

2 

3 

1,261 

2 

3 




Ditto imported liquors ... 

136 

0 

0 

104 

0 

0 




32 

0 

0 

Duly on ganja... 

9,140 

3 

9 

10,165 

1 

3 

724 

13 

6 




License fees for the sale of ganja ... 

8,7.68 

43 

G 

8,807 

4 

11 

48 

7 

5 




Lo. do. uiadad 

1,160 

0 

0 

869 

6 

3 




280 

9 

9 

Do. (It), tari 

49 

C 

3 

254 

13 

9 

205 

7 

6 




Duly on opium 

14,630 

0 

0 

10,136 

0 

0 

1,506 

0 

0 




Miscellaneous collections 

49 

10 

3 

79 

1 

2 

29 

6 

11 




Distillery fees ... 

556 

5 

0 

575 

14 

0 

19 

9 

0 




Duty on imported liquors 

.285 

8 

0 

262 

12 

0 

17 

4 

0 




License fees for the sale of charns ... 




43 

8 

0 

48 

8 

0 




Total 

Net increase 

48,819 

8 

0 

52,649 

10 

4 

4,142 11 

7 

312 

9 

9 



_ 


3,880 

1 

10 



— 




72. The excise revenue has been steadily iin-r. a-in- as will hn j 

from tl« fa of tho colfalon, fh. je»r ondor report h.tio. t 

th. prori... rrer by R,. ,,,830.1.10 L Rro .verojo f » I*.:, 

previous years by Rs. 9,542-14-3. ‘ collections ot the five 


•be ri w„ a 

1877.78 toe waaTT™ rf ^ countty-pint io CooebBehar. In 
In the year under report toe waja. ^It ■*”’* ** *** previous year, 

bnt the sde. « a, " .‘Sfi? Z 
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74, The uuniberH are as folknvB :— 

• 

1870-77 gallons sold ... ... ... ... ... 4737 

1877- 78 „ ... ... ... ... 440(1 

1878- 79 ... ... ... ... 4007 

Notwithstanding that our sales fell off, wc were beset with complaints from other 
districts that our 8ho])8 near the frontier interfered with the profits of their 
licensed distillers. It was alleged tliat our shops by selling an inferior kind of 
spirit undersold the Governmciut license holders ami that spirit was smuggled 
into British territory. My idea is that if spirit was smuggled across the border, 
from Gooch Behar, it Avas on account of the superior cjuality manufactured by 
our distillers, many of Avhom are skilled in their trade, having been brought into the; 
State by the Rajali Ilarcndra Narayan who Avas, it is said, himself partial to country 
spirit, and insisted on having the best quality. 

7.5. Our licensed vendors also complained of the dam.age to their custom 
caused bj' the out-stills near the frontier. In the correspotidence Avhich ensued 
I Avas, I think, successful in sheAving that in most instances, Avhere the interests of 
a Gooch Behar shop and a British out-still clashed, the shop Avas an old insti¬ 
tution attached to a llaut and entitled therefore to precedence as a matter of 
courtesy between the tAvo Governmeuts. 

7(!. But all grounds for complaints have 1 trust been happily removed by 
the introduction of the out-.still system into Gooch Behar from the commence¬ 
ment (_>!' the current year. It remains to be seen AA’hat the effect ui>on our 
revenue Avlll be, but from the eagerness displayed in bidding, and the very high 
])rice.s at Avhich liceiuses to open out-stills Avere sold at Gooch Behar toAvn itself 
1 augur favorabl}’ ot the results. 

77. liiiporkd Liipwnt. —The number of bottlc.s imported increased from 942 
bottles to 1,011 bottles, and there A\’as a corresponding increase of Rs. 17-4 in 
the collections of import duty. This small increase may be attributed to the 
incrca.se in the number of European residents in the State. The liccn.se fiw the 
JIaldibari shop AVas given up ; this decreased the collections of license fees by 
Rs. 32. 

78. (ianjit. —For the first three quarters of the year duty Avas levied at the 
rate of Rs. 2-8 per seer for flat ganja and at that of Rs. 3 for round ganja. 
But as the rates had been increased in Bengal, it Avas found necessary to make 
corri'-poiiding increases here. The present rates .as sanctioned by the Gommis- 
Ki(mer’s letter No. 14811, of the 17th Jaimary last, arc Rs, 3-8 for flat ganja and 
Rs. 4 for round ganja. It has been observed from the result of the collections 
of the fourth quarter that the increase in the rates Avill probably serve to decrease 
consumption. No correct opinion can hoAvevor be formed till the result of sales 
for a whole year is carefully Avatched. When the notice about the increase was 
issued in December the shop keepers took large quantities of ganja, Avhich no 
doubt AA-as sold in January and February. It appears that on the whole there 
Avas a decrease of 4 seers and 9 chattacks only in the consumption. There was 
hoAvever an mcrcase of Rs. 724-13-C in the collections of duty, and of 
Rs. 48-7-5 in license fees. 

79. Opium. —In accordance Avith the remarks p.assed in the GoAermnent 
Resolution on the Gooch Behar Annual Report last year, the rate for opium 
Avas raised during the year under reiKirt to Rs. 2G from Rs. 22, the formerly 
prevailing rate. The change took effect from the beginning of December last, 
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and has already affected the sale in our shops. As however the old rate prevailed 
during the early portion of the year from April to November inclusive there 
was an increase of Rs. 1,506 in the collections of duty, the consumption having 
increased by 1 maund 3 seers. 

80. There was n decrease of Rs. 280-9- 9 in license fees for the sale of madat. 
This drug is ^ preparation of opium and it can be easily made at home by the 
consumers. As there was an increase in the revenue derived from opium it is 
not necessary to give any explanation about the decrease referred to above. 

81 I had occasion during the year to find grnve"fault with the Abkari 
Daro^ah Baboo Krishna Dhan Banerjce for irregularities connected with the 
dischar<^e of his duties. He was under suspension for nearly three months. 
He is mi officer of ability who can do very well if he likes. Nothing affecting 
his integrity was proved against him, but he was shown to have used the servants 
of the department lor improper purposes, and to have incurred debts to certain 
licensed vendors, to whom he should not have been under obligations. He has 
had a sharp lesson which I trust he will benefit by. 


SECTION III.—STAMP llEVENCE. 


82. The table given below shows the net value of stamps of each description 
realized during the lust two years after deducting the discount paid to vendors. 


Year. 

Judicial. 

1 

Documentary. 

1 

Court fee. 1 

Total. 

1877-78 

66,788 12 6 

24,138 12 0 

25,853 8 0 

1,16,781 0 6 

1878-79 

82,048 14 0 

25,826 0 0 

32,377 4 0 

1,40,252 2 0 


83. It will be observed that the net collections increased from Rs. 1,16,781 
to Rs. 1,40,252. The Cooch Behar Limitation Act was under previous orders 
to come fully into force from the beginning of the current year. These orders 
were not modified and the operation of the Act was not again postponed till a few 
days before the expiration of the last year and till many persons had already 
instituted cases for old claims. Proceedings were also taken during the year for 
the summary realization of outstanding arrears due to Wards’ Estates. Owing to 
these causes there was a large increase in litigation followed by a proportional 
increase in eollections under Judicial and peon fee stamps. The impending 
operation of the Limitation Act also obliged debtors to execute fresh deeds in 
many cases; this increased the sale of documentary stamps. 

84. The number of pieces of documentary stamps sold during the year was 
59,996. The number of deeds registered wps however 6,282 only; this is ac¬ 
counted for by the circumstance that most of the deeds e^xccutcd came under the 
class of documents the registration of which was optional. The highest vidue of 
a documentary stamp sold during the year was Rs. 200 and that of a judicial 
staipp Rs. 400. 

85. Treasury Accountant Baboo Gopal Chuuder Ghose, continues to give 
satisfaction by discharging his duties efficiently. 
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115. The cash balances of the State Treasuries on the 31st March 1879 are 
better than that in the revised estimate by Us. 2,07,504 ; and are a little above 
6 J lac as foUows;— 

Cooch Belinr Treasury ... ... ... ... .5,18,667 

Bengal Bauk .. ... ... ... ... 1,31,662 

Total 53,829 

116. It was estimated that on the Slst March 1879 this balance would 
have been lie- 4,45,825 or nearly 4.^ lac. The improvement over the estimate 
is mainly due to the surplus in the ordinary account of 1878-79 being ( as before 
explained ) larger than was expected. 

117. The liabilities of the State, as will be seen in Statement No. II, on the 
31st March 1879 were Its- 90,170 or Bs- 5,092 over those shewn in the last 
year’s statement. This is owing to transfer adjustment under the head 
“ suspense account.” The balance due to Government is a fluctuating one. It 
is impossible to foresee accurately on what side of an account with Government 
the credit balance may be on any given date a month or two off. On the other 
hand the assets will on comparison be seen to have increa.sed by Ike 1,86,801, 
partly owing to increase of cash balances, and partly to an increase in the total 
amount standing at credit as money lent to private individuals, which forms 
of course a portion of the State assets. 

118. Rajah's visit to England. —The amount originally sanctioned for the 
Rajah’s English trip was £ 10,000 for all expenses incurred west of Brindisi. 
Subscfiuently an additional grant of £ 2,000 w'as sanctioned for the purchase 
of horses and articles of vertu. The totid amount remitted by us to Messrs. 
Coutts and Co. was Us. 1,51,200 being the equivalent at the current rate 
of exchange of £12,500 plus the cost of remittance. The extra £500 was 
remitted as on advance on account of expenses on the return journey this side 
of Brindisi. 

119. Before leaving India Dr. Simpson took from his own agents Messrs. 
SchoSne Kilbum and Co. gold and circular notes to the amount of Rs. 12,942, 
being the Indian equivalent of £ 1,000. This amount should have been deducted 
from the remittances to be made to Messrs. Coutts and Co., but by an oversight 
this was not done, and in consequence an extra £1,000 was placed at Dr. Simpson’s 
disposal, which was not spent. As however Dr. Simpson had treated the advance 
taken from Messrs. SchoSne Kilburn as a State remittance, there was a little 
difficulty about adjusting the account. We had repaid Messrs. Schoifne Kilbum 
the amount of their advance, and held it as an advance at the personal debit of 
of Dr. Simpson. We have now however, on receiving Dr. Simpson’s account, 
transferred it to the Rajah’s account, but held the amount in objection pending 
the receipt of Coutts and Co.’s account, in which Dr. Simpson is to give us credit 
for an extra £ 1,000 over the sanctioned limit. 

• 

120. Inclusive of this £ 1,000 the total amount to the State credit with 
Messrs. Coutts and Co., as savings out of the amount remitted for the tripj should 
be £ 2,659-14-10; but their accounts have not as yet reached us. The accounts 
with them for the English trip stand in Dr. Simpson’s name ; and after he has paid 
some outstanding bills for piotores, statuary, cost of carriage to India, 4cc. &c. 
he will transfer the balance to the State account by a cheque in &7or of &e Com- 
mifluoner of Cooch Behar in account with Messrs. Coutts and Co. 


o 
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121. The usual account of the Trust for Anundmoyee Rajcoomaree is 
appended to the report. 

122 The Auditor Babu Tara Chum Chatterjee continues to merit appro¬ 
bation for the manner in which he discharges the arduous duties of his office, the 
work of which has much increased of late years. The 1st clerk Babu Siddeshur 
Chose also deserves mention for special intelUgence, and mastery over the details 
of Audit office work. 


SKCTION V.-ADM1NI8TEATION OF CIVIL JUSTICE. 

123. The number of regular suits instituted during the year was 3,810 
against 3,143 of the preceding year, showing an increase of 667 cases. 

124. This large increase was due to the fact that the term of grace in 
extension of the period of limitation under the new Act was to expire on the Slst 
March 1879, and the further extension now granted was not sanctioned until 
just before the close of the year. A number of suits were therefore instituted 
in pursuance of old claims to save limitation. The further period of grace was 
sanctioned in consideration of the hardness of the times, and of the fact that a 
number of jotedars and mahajans had petitioned for it. Six months only were 
granted; the Act therefore comes into full operation on the 1st October 1879- 

125. There is no doubt that to refuse the further extension of the period 
of grace would have forced claims into court which may yet be amicably 
adjusted, and would have brought ruin to many, and probably interfered in no 
small degree with the collection of the State revenue. 

126 The number of regular suits disposed of during the year was 3,477 
against 3,125 of the previous year. Although there were thus more cases decided, 
the disposals did not keep pace with the institutions, and at the close of the 
year the large number of 576 cases remained pending. But the institutions were 
not equally distributed over the year, a large number of plaints being filed 
towards the close of the year, for reasons given above. Some effort was made 
by the presiding officers to keep their files down, but I think more might have 
been done. A circular addressed to all officers with Civil Jurisdiction during the 
last quarter of the year had the effects of bringing down the files considerably, 
but the number of cases pending over six months is still unduly large on some files. 

127. The health of the Dewany Ahilkar Babu Ram Chunder Ghose has 
been failing lately. He took privilege leave for two months at the time of the 
Durga Poojah holidays. During his absence the Fouzdari Ahilkar carried on 
the duties of his office, but was unable to devote his whole time to it, and con¬ 
sequently the file fell in arrears. After his return fi-om privilege leave, Babu 
Ram Chunder Ghose again fell ill and had to take sick leave. It was then 
arranged that Babu Priyanath Dutt should officiate for him, and the work did 
not suffer, but the state of the Bahu’s health prior to his going on leave was 
prejudicial to his efficiency, and his file showed an undue number of pending 
cases. He has again rejoined his office, but has been advised and intends 
to retire on pension, as he is an old man and by constitutional infirmities unfitted 
for hard sedentary work. 

128. The number, nature and value of suits instituted and disposed of by 
all Courts during 1877-78 and 1878-79 arc shown in the three sub-joined 
tables. 
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129. Table shewing the suits instituted disposed of and pending in the past 
year as compared with the preceding year. ’ 



ISSTITITED. 

Dibfosed or 

Pendqio. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 


1878-79. 

Increase 

Decrease ... 

8,143 

8,810 

3,125 

8,477 


676 

n 

IB 

667 

HI 

852 

1 

881 


130. Table shewing number and value of suits of different kinds commenced 
in all courts in the past year as compared with the preceding year. 


Debceiptioh or sorrs. 

Number in 
1877-78. 

Nnmljcr in 
1878-79. 

Value in 1877-78. 

Value in 1873-79. 




Bs. A. P. 

Bs. A. P. 

Suits of Small Cause Court Claes . 

2,726 

3,277 

1,35,176 4 8 

1,69,249 18 9 

Other Suita . i 

1 

417 

583 

1,88,355 8 7 

1,62,749 0 4 

Total 

8,148 

8,810 

3,28,531 IS 8 

3,31,998 14 1 

Increase . 


667 


8,467 0 10 

Decrease . 




131. Table shewing suits instituted and disposed of in 1878-79, and pending 
at the close of that year in various courts. 


Cusa or Covets. 

Instituted 

AND RB-ADUITTSO. 

Dibpobeo 07 

Fenuiho. 

1877-78. 

1678-79. 

1877-73 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Dewany AWlkar . 

1,600 

1,789 

880 

865 

89 

187 

Assistant to ditto . 

38 

47 

695 

774 

78 

168 

Dinhata Bub-dirisional Court... 

611 

627 

587 

586 

85 

98 

Mathabhoga ditto 

650 

918 

646 

780 

21 

184 

Uekligunj ditto ... 

849 

479 

368 

482 

7 

4 

Total 

3,143 

3,810 

8,126 

8,477 

245 

576 


132. The institutions entered in these tables do not include suits pending 
at the close of thfe preceding year. The suits shewn as instituted 
in the Assistant’s Court are re-admissions, this Court having no original 
jurisdiction. 

188. Out of the 1,789 cases instituted and re-admitted in the Dewany 
Ahilkar’a Court during the past year 817 cases were transferred to the Absib- 
tant's Court, for trial. 
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134. The number of Miscellaneous cases disposed of during the year was 
453 against 431 of the pevious year. The following table shews the number 
of suits disposed of by each of the Courts during the year and the number 
pending at the end. _ 

Miscellaneous cases of judicial nature other than regular suits or ‘proceedings in 
execution, disposed and pending in each of the courts. 



Disixfeod of. 

Pending. 

CLASS OF COUKT8. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Dewany Aliilkar’s Court... 

227 

209 

66 

89 

Asdstant’B Coiat 

48 

77 

26 

14 

JDinliata sub-divisional Court 

68 


5 

27 

Mathabhanga do 

4<S 


5 

18 

Mokligunj do ••• 

60 

67 


8 

Total ... 

481 

458 

92 

151 

Increase 

Decrease 

■1 


■ 

59 


135. The following table will shew the number of decrees partially or 
completely executed and the amount of money realized by each of the Courts. 


CUSS OPSCODETS. 

Completely. 

Partially. 

Amonnt realized. 

Dowany Ahilkar ... 

305 

562 

84,112 3 8 

Assistant to Ahilkar 

125 

127 

4,886 9 9 

Naib Ahilkar, Dinhata 

60 

117 

1,324 11 7 

Ditto Mathabhanga 

112 

167 

8,946 16 10 

Ditto Mekligunj ... 

105 

158 

8,749 7 10 

Total 

707 

1,131 

67,469 0 8 


136. The following table gives the number of appeals from decisions in 
original suits disposed of and pending as compared with the precedmg year. 



iNBTiTirn®. 

Disposed of. 

Fkndoio. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

187g.7». 

T5 go 

""aS 

HI 

Id Judges and 

Dewan j Ahilkar’s 
Court. 

i 

f 

& 


a 

1 

S’ 

1 


I 

1 

■§ 

1 


133 

173 

67 

87 

80 

74 

U 

12 

66 

80 

Increase . 













40 

... 

... 

13 

17 

’... 


1 

18 

Decrease. 



... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 


The Deputy Commienioner is the Judge. 
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137. Appellate work is in.Ti ii'iii" with the increase of oriffinal suits. The 
number of appeals decided by me during the past year is much’larger than in 
any previous year, and still the pending file is heavy. 

138. The following table will show the number and result of appeals pre¬ 
ferred from the decisions of each officer. 


L 


ArrEALS KllOM. 

No. of (NIStM 
tried. 

PcndlnK 
from Inst 
year. 

No. of Ap- 
licaJs pre- 
fcrri'd. 

TO'l’AL. 

No. of dr«l> 
niotm Nf- 
1 flnjjcd. 

NamcrMd] 
oriiiodiHul. 1 

(Uherwifw 
din^NMcd of. ' 

rifidlng. 

llabu Rftm Chnndcr Ghosc, 
Dewany Ahilkar. 

1,0«4 

30 

02 1 

88 

34 

10 

9 

36 

Kiiranr Kungila Nnrnyim, As- 
HlHtnnt and Nnib Ahilknr of 
Mekligunj. 

f>4y 

12 

22 

34 

13 

G 

11 

4 

llfthn I’t'iiry l.iill liny, Assis- 
tant. ami Naib Aliilkar of 
Dinbata. 

B,!! 

3 

23 

20 

7 

G 

13 


Halm Huri Daws Mookerjee, 
UfTg. ditto. 



27 

27 

0 

1 

3 

17 




liftlm SlioHlii Ithnulmn Haidar, 
Naili Aliilkar, Matlialiliailiia 
and IHiiliata. 

B2G 

R 

j 3:i 

i 

41 

n 

1 

1 

11 

.8 

Halm Kodar Nath Mukcrjcti, 
Kaib Aliilkar. Matbalibunga 
and Mckliguiij. 

840 

U 

10 

25 

0 

4 

3 

12 


NOTE^ApjH'ulfl prt'ferrc'il <1(> not include those |>cniiing from preceding yeiir. 


139. The following tal)lo .shows tlie aj»])eals from the decisions in miscel¬ 
laneous cases preferred from the decisions of each officer. 


Al'l’EALft FUOM. 

1 

Na of CFiKe.- 
Irinl. 

IN'iidiiip 
from iitMt 

No, of A|>- 
))«<nls tiit'- 
fiTTvd. 

TOTAI,. 

No. of drri- 
tdniis nf- 
IlniHxl. 

No. rmT«y| 
or luodillisl. 

(Hliorwlse 
(tis|H)iicd oL 

I’l'iidiiur. 

Babu lUm ('bunder (ibose, 
BcWAiiy Abiikar. 1 

209 

9 

U) 

19 

3 

■ 

5 

10 

Kumar lluiigila Nurayaii. Aw- 
sistani and Naib Aliilkar, 
Mckligurij. 

87 

1 

4 

5 


1 

1 

4 

Babu Peary I.idl Uov, Assis¬ 
tant and Kail) Ahilkar, Diii- 
bata. 

Babu Huri Pitsa Mookcrjei\ 
ditto. 

77 


4 

1 ; 

4 

1 

1 

1 

3 

] 


Babu Sbosbi Bhusban Haidar, 
NaibAhilkar, Mathabhanga 
and Dinhata. 

40 

1 


4 

. 


1 

3 

Bal)u Kcnlar Nath Mookcrjtie, 
Naib Ahilkar, Sialhabbanga 
and Mckligunj. 

no 

I 

j 

1 

i 


I 



Note.—'A ppeals preferred do not include those pending from preceding year. 

• 

140. A recent order of the High Court of Calcutta has affected the Cooch 
llchar bar in a highly injurious manner. This order is to the effect that young 
men who have passed the B. L. examination and aspire to he enrolled as High 
Court pleaders must practise in the Bengal mofussil courts or as apprentices 
to High Court pleaders for three consecutive years after obtaining their certi¬ 
ficate of B.L., unless employed in work of a judicial nature under Government. 
Should they fail to do, they forfeit all benefit from their degree. 
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141 The effect of this order is to close the doors of our Courts, contrary 
to our desire, to young Bachelors of Law, and to throw us on our own resources 
ns rcrards a’supply of competent pleaders for the Higher Courts. This is much 
to be regretted. A few educated pleaders with a knowledge of English are a 
great ■<’. P,'. > here, as apart from the value of their assistance to the Deputy 
Commissioner in his capacity of judge, they form a reserve on which to 
draw for competent men to fill up officiating appointments both judicial and 
executive. 


142. I am in hopes that the High Court may be induced to make an 
excej)tion in our lavor and to allow service in Gooch Hehar whether on the bench 
or at tlie bar to count as time passed in practice, or in Government service under 
the Bengal Government. 

143. Our Naib and Assistant Ahilkars as a class are I fear sadly deficient 
injudicial ability and experience. Babu I’riyanath Dutt, n. L.,who officiated for 
a short time as a Dewany Ahilkar both during the past year and on a previous 
occasion, is able and competent, but none of the others deserve creditable mention 
cxcej)t Kumar Bungila Narayan, who has indeed less experience than any 
of them, but who, 1 believe really tries to unprove himself, and takes pains at all 
events. 


SECTION VI.—REGISTIUTION OF DEEDS. 

144. The annexed tables shew how rapidly the advantages of registration 
are becoming appreciated. 

145. 6,282 deeds w'cre registered during the year against 4,!)2G of the 
preceding year, and 4,231 of the year 1876-77, Of the total number 2,183 
were optional against 1789 of the previous year. 

146. No changes in the administration of this department were made durlim 
the year. It may be desirable to have a rural Sub-registry office on the north'’- 
east corner of the State, and another at or near Tufangunj in a year or two more, 
but at present the number of registrations are not sufficient to warrant our 
incurring the necessary outlay. 


Comparative table shewing the number of deeds compulsory and optional. 


YiaLB. 

Compulsorj. 

OpVonal. 

Total. 

« 

Amount of fees anU 
Ancs rcalked on 
documents presented 
for ref^istration. 

1 


1 


Ils. As. P. 

1877-78 

8,187 

1,789 

4,926 

8,517 0 0 

1878-79 

4,099 

2,188 

6,282 

4,128 4 0 

lucrease 

962 

894 

1,856 . 

611 4 0 
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Table shevcing the nature of deeds registered in the different offces. 


Offioeb. 


41 

btt 

b i 

s 

V 

"e 

t/j 

Gifts. 

Arknowleclgrments of 
payment of consi¬ 
deration on account of 
immoveable pro|>erty. 

Obligations for pay¬ 
ment of money. 

1 

a 

? 

Miscellaneous deeds. 

Total. 

1 

Ili'gistry and siiddcr ofTicc ... 

1,793 

42 

251 

9 

88 

313 


271 

2,767 

Diiihnta 

717 

39 

140 

2 

81 

112 

1 

147 

1,239 

Mathiiblinnga ... 

494 

62 

198 

5 

IIG 

no 

... 

1.39 

1,114 

Mokligmij 

470 

46 

298 

3 

64 

1G5 

1 

no 

1,162 

Total 

8,480 

178 

887 

19 

349 

700 

2 

CG7 

! 6,282 


Coniparatire Statement of deeds registered and of Iteeeipts and Dishursements for 
the years 1877-78 emd 1878 - 71 ). 


YKAIi. 

Nl MllKH OK 
JliCKIlS 

ItKUlHTl'lliRl). 

1 

C 

T? 

e 

e 

1 

"S . 

N 

gc 

i 

a 

£ 

s 

"S 

1 

*3 

1 

1 

B 

O 

1 

1 

fa 1 

3 

Z 

9 

s 

•D 

C 

O 

1 

It 

II 

« 

i 

C 

c 

1 

O 

1 

y, 

•a 

.3 

s 

H 

1 

t j 

•= ■£ 

£ 

1 

3 

1 C ' 




Us. A. ?, 

E».A.l’. 

Us. A. 1-. 

Es. A. I’. 

Rs. A. r. 

K«. A. r. 

! Rk. a. U. 

1877-:s 

3,137 

1,780 

' 3.fi87 14 G 

1 ■ 

1,21(; 11 3 860 11 7 

1 1 

1 0 0 

3u.5 4 10 

2,442 14 8 *1.244 15 10 

Is:8-7D 

4,o:t9 

2,183 

1 1 1 

: l.Sr.G 2 (i l.O.'.O 0 0 947 3 10 

1 1 1 

10 8 0 

307 7 6 

.2,714 3 4 13 -J 

1 i 

Inorcasu 

! lMi2 

1 


' i 

r.C8 4 oj 142 1 oj 77 8 3 

9 8 0 

42 2 8 

271 4 8‘ 296 1.7 1 

i 1 


• lU. 1,244-15*10 exccsti (if recelpiB over expendituro. 
t lU. 1,541-1.V2 ditto ditto. 


Abstract Statement of Deeds registered and of Jleceipts and Disbursements of the 
Registration Office for the year 1878-79 


OFFICES. 

NrMBKH orDRKDS 
llKOIltTKItKI). 

!>. 

1 

V 

i; 

1 s 

c 

§ 

a 

< 

'-^^1 

£ 

1 

o 

1 

Cy 

1 

s 

& 

1 

fa 

1 

ll 

11 

X 

i 

B 

1 

t 

t 

I 

i 

e 

1 


• 


. ! 

Rs. A. 1'. 

Rs. A. R. 

Rs. A. P. 

Rs. A. P, 

Rs. A. P. 

Registry Ic Suddoi OCBoe 

1,940 

827 

242,107 

1,746 12 6 

820 0 0 

378 0 3! 


370 4 9 

Dinbata. 

824 

415 

64,021 

851 0 0 

180 0 0 

197 8 4 

10 8 0 


Matbsbhanga . 


4.38 

97,596 

846 4 0 

179 0 0 

183 0 0 


IS 0 3 

Mokligun} 

669 

603 

109,262 

809 2 0 

180 0 0 

188 11 3 


14 2 6 

Total ... 

4,099 

2,183 

612,986 

4,266 2 6 

■1 

947 3 10 


wm 






1 













TABLE shewing the amount of Receipts and Disbursements. 
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SECTION VII.-ADMINI8TEATION OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE. • 

147. The charge of the Chief Criminal Court of original • jurisdiction 
rested with Baboo Jadub Chunder Chuckerbutty, Fouzdari Ahilkar, throughout 
the year. 

148. Criminal Statisticn .—The total number of cases of all descriptions 
reported during the year was 2,993 against 2,892 of the preceding year, shewing 
an increase of 101 cases. Of the 2,993 cases 1,577 were cognizcjole and 1,416 
were non-cognizable, against 1,571 and 1,321 respectively of the’previous year. 
Cognizable cases have therefore increased by 6 and non-cognizable cases by 95. 
Among the cognizable cases, the serious offences against the person were 84 
against 107, and serious offences against property were 35 against 42 of the 
|)revioua year. The prevailing crimes, as in other years, have been petty thefts, 
tresspass and assaults. Under the head of petty theft there is a decrease in tin- 
number reported, contrary to my exjecctations, the total being 936 against, 
!I83 of the previous year ; and of the actual cases reported no less than 156 
were ascertained to be false, leaving a total of 780 true cases against 838 
of the previous year. There is an increase of 31 cases of assault, the number 
being 522 against 491 of the previous year. 

149. Comparative utatement of all CourU .—The subjoined statement shews 
the number of cases reported and the number of persons brought to trial in all 
('Courts in the past and preceding years. 


UotuilM. lS7r-78. l«7(S-70. 

XiinibiT Ilf Cognizable and Non-cognizable cases reported 2,892 2,993 

Nmnher of persons brought to trial . 1,921 1,884 

Convicted . . . 1,81C 1,221 

Released . . . 5,58 03.5 

(ttherwisc disposed of. 19 9 

Remaining under trial at the end of the year . 28 19 

I’ereentage of persons convicted to total number brought 

to trial . . . 7(1-2 (iS'T.S 


A decrease of 37 is observed in the number of persons brought to trial; 169 
jietty theft cases were not enquired into under Section 117 of the Procedure 
Code, and summonses were refused in 323 frivolous and false cases instituted 
directly before Magisterial officers. The percentage of persons convicted is a 
little lower than that of the preceding year in ns much as it has decreast'd from 
70-2 to 65-78. 

150. Detailed statement of all Courts .—The table given below gives ad¬ 
ditional details for the past year, shewing the number of persons brought to trial 
in all Courts in Cognizable and Non-cognizable cases. Full particulars will be 
found in the Cognizable and Non-cognizable Crime returns herewith submitted. 


DETAILS* Cofmliablo. Non-CopniEabU-. 

Cues reported . . . 1,577 1,416 

Number of persons under trial . . 912 fnj 972 

Convicted . . . 601 629 

Released . . . 296 839 

Otherwise disposed of . . . '^ (^) i(i) 

Remaining under trial at the end of the year . 10 (e) 9 (^') 

Percentage of penious convicted to total number tried. 67'001 64-6 

Column XV. a Colunm XI. / 

„ XVIII. h „ XV, XVI. g 

„ XVI, XVII. c „ XII, XIII, XIV. h 

„ XIX. d „ XVIII. i 

„ XXII, xxni. « „ XVII. ;• 


1 
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It will be observed that the proportion of convictions in botl^ Cognizable 
and Non-cognizable cases is lower than in the previous year. The files were 
very clear at the end of the year, there being only 19 cases under trial and 
2 appeals undisposed of. 

l^l There were 35 Criminal appeals during the year against 30 

of the previous year. In 15 cases the order of the lower Courts were confirmed, 
in 10 cases modified and in 7 reversed. The table given below shews the 
number of persons convicted and of appeals preferred with the result m the case 
of each officer separately. 


Kamoi Ilf olllcm oenlmt wtwm ancislora appciilii ivcn- pri'fiimil. 

M d 

i/ Z, 

‘t-i 

Tot.-U narabpr 
of appeals. 

J 

i 

g 

1 

5 

Order modified. | 

h 

O 

bo 

c 

1 

lliilinii .Iiiilul) CUnmlcr Chuckerbuty, Fouzdari Abilkar 

277 

ir> 

5 

(1 

H 


Hiiri Diw Mookerjee, Officinting Niiib Ahilkar 

S8 

7 

R 

2 



Kumi'i' Kiisliul) Xarayan, Assistunt AhUkur 

.S12 

7 

8 


2 

*> 

Jlaltoo J’oa?-y Lnl) Uoj, Naib Ahilkar ... 

83 

1 

... 


1 


Sliosbi BhoDBan nalilcr.Naib Ahilkar 

l.V) 

2 

1 

1 



.. Ka<lar Nath Mookwjee, Naib Ahilkar 

ir>i 






Knmnv Unnsila Narayati, Nail) Ahilkar 

I4r» 

3 

1 

‘ 

1 

, 

Total 

1.211 

.Sf) 

IR 

10 

7 H 


Tli(‘ Deputy Commissioner heard 22 and the Fouzdm-i Ahilkar 13 cases. 


152. Two cases only of murder Avere reported during tlie t'ear, of tlic.se 
oTUMvas a case of murder and suicide. One Matia Nosliya of Kotidihujnee 
ill Mokligunj cut the throats of his two cliildrcn and subsequently hung 
liimsclf. There is reason to believe he was laliouring under tem])orary insaiiitj-. 

Ill the other case, there has been, I fear, a failure of justice. The facts are as 
follows :—One llrqjo Dass of Kaljanee ivas accused of having murdered Korpool 
Dassia. Korjiool ivas a young widow and had intimacy with lirojo ; the fruit 
of this connection was a daughter ; soon after the delivery, the woman 
was forsaken by her paramour ivho disowned the child. According to the < 
custom of the country such women must remain e.x-commuuicated and out-casts 
as long as their illigitimate children are not acknowdedged. Korpool Avas helpless 
and sued Brojo in the Fouzdari Court’for the maintenance of her child. On 
the day fixed for the trial of the case, Korpool and her infant Avere missing ; 
tAA'o days after her dead body was discovered in the Kaljanee river, on the banks 
of Avhich the parties lived. Suspicion fell on Brojo. He was sent up by the 
jiolice for trial. The evidence being insufficient and unsatisfactory the accused 
Avas discharged by the Fouzdari Ahilkar on the 24th March last. 

153. I have sent for and inspected the records of the case, and am compelled 
to agree with the Fouzdari Ahilkar that the cA^idence would not support a 
conviction; but from the coincidence of the time of the woman’s disappearance 
Avith that fixed for the trial of the maintenance ' case, there seems the 
strongest ground for suspecting Brojo Dass of haAung made away with her, 
and I have directed the case to be made over to an intelligent officer Avith a view 
of eliciting any evidence that may not hitherto have come to light. 

154. One case of murder which occurred before the commencement of the 
year under report was under investigation during the year, but the suspected 
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murderer being a forf igner, and having left the State ; it was found impossible to 
trace him. 

• 

155. There were six cases of culpable homicide reported during the year 
against one in the previous } eiir. Of these one was declared false; in two cases the 
persons accused were found to lie protected by the right of private defence, and were 
discharged under section lOd I. P. C. In the fourth case the accused was sentenced 
to five years rigorous imprisonment. In the fifth case there was possibly a failure 
of justice. The accused was charged with having strangled his girl wife, and 
thrown her into a river. Die case was re[)orted at first as one of drowning but 
subseipiently suspicion fell oji the husband, and the Police taking the matter up 
and arresting him, he made, as alleged, a full confession of having killed his wife, 
1111(1 was immediately taken before the Naib Ahilkar to whom he repeated his state¬ 
ment before tlie Police. The Naib Ahilkar however contented himself with simpl}' 
recording the confession and failed to examine a single witness, although several 
ivere brought before him at the time, pleading as his excuse when called upon to 
(explain, that he did not like to examine witnesses fresh from the Police. The 
alisurdity of the excuse was manifest, as he had not hesitated to record the 
contiission, which was, to say the least, as likely to be due to Police influence 
as any tiling the witnesses might say. When subsequently examined the wit¬ 
nesses told quite a different story, and the accused retracted his confession, stating 
that he bad been forced into making it. h rora the circumstances of the ease and from 
tin' fact that prior to the Police investigation the case had been re|)ortcd at the 
thanna as a ease of drowning, and that the members of the fiimily had their story, 
n-ne or otherwise, of the way the accident occurred ready before the Police toi'ik 
up the empiiry, as was jiroved by tlie report of the information entered at the 
thanna, it seemed exceedingly improbable that these verv relatives and the 
licensed husband, with whom they had sided, would have told ipiite a different 
stoi-y, ineuliiating the husband, unless considerable jircssure had been brought to 
hear on them. .\s the witnesses were not examined at the time the confession was 
recorded, and as the)’ adhered, when examined afterwards, to the story which had 
first been given at the thanna, it was impossible for me to convict the prisoner 
simply on his confession when fre.sh from Police custody, which he retracted 
snbscipiently both before the Naib Ahilkar, and myself. Whether the confession 
was true or not I cannot sa}’, but 1 ha\ e no doubt that it was not altogether 
Miluntary. I censured the Naib Ahilkar severely both for his careless and 
supi'rfieial enquiry and for his disingenuous excuses for it. 

156. There were th ree cases of dacoit v reported during the year against three 
of the preceding year. These added to the two cases reported in the last year, 
but disposed of in the year under rejiort, make the total number of ca.ses five ; of 
these, one was found to be false and two are yet pending with the Police. In the 
two remaining cases the Police had sent up 10 men for trial; of these six men 
were convicted and sentenced to 10 years rigorous imprisonment each, and four 
were released. 

1*< case .—One Joy Nath Manjhee lodged a complauit with the llatha- 
bhangn Police that on the 26th August last a dacoity had been committed in 
his house, and property kalued at Rs. 12-8 carried off. The case was investigated 
by the Police, and four persons arrested and sent up for trial. The evidence 
against them being meagre and doubtful, they were discharged hy the Naib 
Ahilkar of Mathabhanga. 

ind case .—One Sheeb Prosad Shing lodged a complaint with the Mekli- 
gunj Police, to the effect that on the 28th, March last a dacoity had been 
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committed in his house and property valued at about Rs. 50 carried off. The 
case was being enquired into by the Police at the end of the year. 

Zrd ease.—On^ Gyan Das of Picknidhara in the Dinhata sub-division gave 
information to the Dinhata Police that on the 31st March last a dacoity had 
been committed in his house and property valued at Rs. 49.5-9 carried off. The 
case is being investigated by the Police. 

157. Oul of seven cases of rape reported during the year only two were 
sent up for trial, of these one resulted in the conviction of the accused, and h(^ 
is sentenced to five years rigorous imprisonment. In the other case, a boy of 
some 17 or 18 years old was asserted to have committed rape upon a girl of 
three, but as medical examination shewed that there was no rupture, or any 
external marks of violence, I disbelieved the evidence for the prosecution. 

158. There were three cases of kidnapping re])orted during the ye.ar against 
five of the preceding year;— 


l,s'< am —One Kaltoo Das was accused of having kidnapjicd a minor girl 
named Pochee Dassia from the legal guardianship of her father for the purpose 
of marrying her. The accused was convicted and sentenced to imprisonment. 

2nd case. —One Tanga Das kidnapped a woman named Knnto Dassia with 
intent to have illicit intercourse with her. The accused was convicted by the 
Sessions Court and sentenced to seven years rigorous imprisonment. 

iird case. —A charge of kidnapping was brought against Nandia, T.ushur 
and Sabordee. There being no proof against the accused they were discharged 
by the Kaib Ahilkar of Mekligunj. 


159. Distribution of work .—The subjoined table shews the distribution of 
work amongst the several officers:— 


I 

NAMli OF OFFICEBB. 1 

1 

(8 

g 

o 

6 

'A 

CT/ 

c 

1 ^- 

S.'S 

'A 

Convicted. 

Acquitted or dis¬ 
charged. 

0 

i-s 

g lA 

o ^ 

Remaining under 
trial at the 

end of the 
year. 

Percentage of 
persons convict¬ 
ed to total 

number tried. 

G. T, Dalton, Esq., Deputy Commissioner .. 

14 

28 

16 

4 


8 

80 

JJabu Jailub Cliundcr Chukorbutty, Fouz- 
(lari Abilkar 

1,061 

448 

275 

159 

7 

2 


„ Hun Das Mookerjee, Offg. Noib Abil- 
kiir 

m 

174 

88 

86 


fin-n 

„ Peary Lall Roy, Naib Ahilkar 

120 

143 

82 

58 


3 


„ Kumar Keshub Narayan Asst. Ahilkar 

610 

449 

310 

188 

1 

^ 9 .] 

„ Shoshi Bhoosmi Haidar, Naib Ahil- 
kar 

890 

228 

156 

67 


6 


„ Kcdar Nath Mookerjee, Naib Ahilkar 

553 

197 

161 

45 

1 

... 


77 04 

Kumar Rungila Narayan, Naib Ahilkar ... 

420 

222 

144 

78 


64-8 

Total 

2,998 

1,884 

1,226 

635 

9 

19 

66-06 


160. Miscellaneous ‘proceedings under the Code of Criminal Procedure.—Tl per- 
sons were ordered to find scecurity for good behaviour during the year against 
24 of the preceding year. o j t, 


■ occasion to take attachment proceedings 

agams ® ™ts diming the year. Rs. 117 were awarded as compensation to 
defendants, (Section 209 of Criminal Procedure Code). Proceedings had to 
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be taken in 18 cases for the suppression of local nuisances under Chapter XXIX. 

162. There were 39 right of way cases under Section 536 Chapter li; of 
these 22 cases were disposed of in favor of the applicants, 6 dismissed, 6 comprf)- 
mised and 5 pending at the end of the year. 

163. The number of applications for maintenance were 30 ; of these 11 were 
decided in favor of the applicants, 10 refused, 8 compromised and I-was pending 
at the end of the year. 

164. Accidental death .—The number of accidental deaths reported (luring 
the year was 157 against 105 of the previous year. They were as below:— 


Siiiciflo 

... ... 

7 

]{y drtjwninj' 

... 

... ]0,5 

,, Snake liito 


... 80 

„ lieaslB 


1 

„ Ollier causes ... 

Total 

... M 

... l.'iT 


165. The large number of deaths by drowning must bo attributed to the heavy 
ruins which inundated so large a portion of tlie State, and cau.sed the crossings 
of rivers to be more tliaii u.sually dangerous. It is strange however that in the 
great and exeejitional f lood which visited the State on the 2 ()th of .Tuly 187S 
there were no deaths from drowning rejiorted, although special cmpiiry was made 
with a view to obtaining information on the Kidijcet. 

1th). Tliis ilo(td was so veiy high that the inhiibifants of the parts visit(‘d bv 
it were almost entirely conlined to tlieir houses t))r some days, .and to this 
tact, all going idanit being stopjaal, must be attributed the al)sence of casualties. 
Wlien, howet er, tlie Hoods were confined to tlie lotv lands, the greater depth of 
aater at ordinary crossings ])roba))ly was the eamsc' of many ])ersons, who were 
unable to swim, being carried off their feet and drowned. 


167. Criininnl Fines ,—The statement given below will .shew the result of 
tine operations in the ])ust and in the preceding years. 


Yeabb. 

niilance 
of tlio prt'vious 
ye.Ti'. 

Imposed dnrin" 
tho year. I 

1 

Kealizod during 
the year. 

Remitted or 
written off. 

Ihdance at 
the end of the 
year. 


Ub. As. 1'. 

Es. As. r. j 

E.S. As. P. 

Es. As. P. 

Es. As. P. 

1877-78 . 

4,012 13 1 

8,27C 3 0 

G,817 2 2 

2,870 11 10 

3,001 3 1 

1878-79 . 

3,C01 2 1 

9,125 8 0 

7,463 12 6 

2,285 S 2 

2,987 10 .5 


It will appear that the balance which remained unrealized at the end of the 
year under report was Rs. 2,987-10-5 against Rs. 3,601-2-1 of the previous year. 
The fact that fines imposed upon ‘very poor people Avho undergo alternative 
imprisonment in lieu thereof have been ordered to be written off, accounts for 
the heavy sum that appears under the heading “ written off or remitted.” 

168. Chowkidari Tax for the Town of Cooch Behar .—The assessment for the 
year under report was Rs. 2,158-2 ; this amount added to Rs. 3-13-9, the. 
realizable balance of the previous year, gives a total of Rs. 2,161-15-9 ; deducting 

j 
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from this amoimt tke anm of Es. an aeoomrt of perBcMM who have died, 

left their places &c,, there remain Rs, 2,048“14-3 j of these, Rs. 2,041*10"6 
were realized, karag a halanoe of Rs. 7-6-9. The result is generally satis¬ 
factory. The cost 'of the chowkidari estaMishmemt was Rs. 2,'940 against 
R.S, 2,027-13-3 of the previous year, shewing an increase of Rs. 12-2-9. 

169. Cattle Pounds .—The number of cattle pounds in different parts of the 
State was 35 • against 33 of the preceding year. Two pounds were closed, 
not j)roving s^f supporting, and five new ones were opened; but the receipts were 
Rs. .'5,771-12 against Rs. 5,908-10-10^, shewing a decrease of Rs. 136-14-10^. 
The disbursement was Rs. 3,126 against Rs. 3,053-9-G of the preceding 
\e!ir. This also shcw.s an increase of R.s. 72-6-G. The net profit to the State 
was therefore R.s. 2,645-12 against Rs. 2,855-1-1.^ shewing a decrease of 
R.s. 209-5-li. The excessive min and two successive inundations, which 
prevented cattle from grazing out-sirle for about a month, account for the sin.-ill 
(l(■(■re:^s(■ in the amount of profits. 

1 70. R.abu -Tadub Chunder Chuckerbutty has perforuicd his dutii^s through¬ 
out ihc year to my .satisfaction, and continues to maiTitaiu his previous higii 
ehiiraetei-. 

171. Of the sub-divisional and siidder Xaib Ahilkars Kumar Rungila Nariiyan 
is rhe onlv one who deserves mention, as an officer who really tries to improve 
Itimself. The others are scarcely in my opinion fit to hold the powers they do as 
second class Magistrat(!s. Fortunately however their Magisterial work is not 

heilVA'. 


HEOTION VIII.—eOl.tCE. 


172. The following table gives the strength and cost of the I’olice during 
the past official year;— 


•Stroiijrth. 



(‘(iBl IlK. 

J Supcriiitondcut 

3 Inspectors 

9 Svib-IiiPpectors 

28 ITcad-Constables 

50 Constables 



6,454 
4,6110 
(1,180 
5,280 
... 20,4.’10 



Total 

... 42,160 


173. The increase under the item of Superintendent’s pay is due to the 
increments of Rs. 50 to his salary sanctioned two yefus ago viz., an increase of 
Rs. 100 in two annual increments of Rs. 50 each. The increase under the head 
of Sub-Inspectors is due to the appointment of an extra Sub-Inspector for 
Huldibari police station, which has been made a thanna, in consequence of its 
increased importance as a railway station on the principal road of the State. 

174. The Sub-insj)ector was appointed last year, but was paid from savings, 
no provision having been made on the budget for the purpose. The ina-ease in 
the numl)er of constables and consequent inffi’eased ccjpt, is due to the appoint¬ 
ment ot 15 extra constables as guards for the sub-divisional lock-ups. 

175. Formerly the sub-divisional treasure chest, which is kept in the guard 
house attached to the look-up, and the lock-up itself were under the guard of 
one sentry oqjy. This man naturally kept watch near the door of the guard 
hmise where the treasure was kept. The far side of the lock-up was thus 







[ 89 ] 

quite uiigunNk-d, and on stormy xiigits it was easy for die prisoners*if tkey could 
get ■out of the bamboo bouses, to cross the palisade and escape without attracting 
any notice. Two years ago it was the custom to keep a certam number of 
prisoners undergoing sentences of as much as six months at the lock-ups for 
local labour. At the Ma'habhanga lock-up, one of the doors, which were made 
of wooden bars on a wooden framework, fastened with one padlock and chain 
half way from the ground to the top of the door, had got somewhat warpedt 
and the prisoners found that they could prize it open at the bottom, without 
breaking the chain, sufficiently to admit of a man forcing hi.S* way through. 
This was actually done, for a .short time, systematically ; and ou dark and rainy 
nights certain prisoners used to get out of the lock-up, go and commit thefts in 
the neighbourhood, dispo.se of their booty to accomplices outside, and then 
r(^turn and lock themselves up. 

]7(!. Thefts wcs'c reported to wliich no clue could be obtained, and the real 
delimpients might have escaped detection, .and served out their time in jail, 
committing thefts by night with impunity, had it not been for the discovery of 
some tob.acco in the lock-up in ])os.session of a prisoner, who, when about to be 
punished, infonne.d ag;anst his comrades ratlier than suffer alone, and so the 
whole thing catne out. The prisoners who had broken out confessed every 
tliine. They bail preferred returning to prison each night that they had got out, 
to I'cmaining at large with warrants perpetually hanging over them. 

1 77. 'Die stoi-}' relleets small credit on any of the parties concerned, but it was 
difficult to (ind fault, as the system was most to blame. One head constable and 
four eonstahles were quite an inefficient guard for a lock-up and station house 
with a treasure chest in it, outside tin* lock-up inelosure. The guard has been 
doubled, the doors of the buildings insi<h! the lock-up secured with double locks 
[il)ove and below, and the sub-divisional officers prohibited from keeping prl.soners 
seiueiieed to more than one weeks rigorous imjndsonment in the lock-up. 


Hhriitn/ of the Police. 


(xipiizfthlo cnscH 1 

(']i(»rlc»l iiK'lmliii); lliosc pomlimj IVlici' eiuiuirv at ilic 

IS77-7S, 

IS7S.7! 

cinl of till* previdUfi year 

],5Sf, 

1,577 

A FdHus (irud) 


371 

.HCS 

A Forms (fulbc) 

,,, ... ... 

t) 

1 

J) Fonu.s (true) 

.. ■ • . ... 

23 

O.'i 

15 Forms (false) 


10 

0 

(/ Fitrms (true) 


820 

;:’.s7 

0 Forins (false) 

... ... ... ... ... 

154 

200 

Cases jiot enquire 

into ntulei' see. 117 Code of Criiiiiiiiil Procedure 

278 

ICU 

Cnsps tttlii'ii nil <liri>ot l>y 

852 

3hC 

I’oiiiling beforo the Policp »t the close of the year 

(18 

16 


It will be observed tliat the number of A forms has decreased by 3. There 
is a decrease of 9 in the number of c.ases reported. The number of false cases, 
206 against 164 of the previous }'ear, shews au increase of 42 cases. Besides 
the false cases mentioned above, 82 cases were found to be false amongst those 
that were taken up direct by the Magistrates. The total number of false 
cases was therefore 288, or 20 pereent of the total number of cognizable cases 
reported. 30 complainants were prosecuted under sections 182 and 211 for lodging 
false complaints, of whom 19 were convicted and 11 released. This I consider 
minently satisloctDry, knotving the difficulty of obtaining legal proof of the 
tact that a charge is false, however morally convinced ns to its falsity one 
may be. Cases moreover are shown as false in the statements which are thrown 
out as being properly cognizable by the Civil Courts, although the charges made 
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may have their foundations in fact, and such cases go to diminish the proportion 
of convictions under sections 182 and 211, to the total number of charges shewn 
as false in the statements. 

178. Conduct of Police.—Qnrmg the year under report one Sub-Inspector, 
five head constables, and 25 constables were punished for various offences under 
the Penal Code. There were no cases of extortion of confession by torture, or 
cruelty against any of the Police. The Fouzdari Ahilkar however notices that 
eases of opprestsion by Chowkidars have come to his notice, in which he has little 
doubt that the Chowkidars were only the tools of the regular Police. Exemp¬ 
lary punishment has been de.alt out in such cases, and when the Chowkidars come 
to understand their position better and learn their duties I think such complaints 
will be of r.are occurrence. They arise out of an exaggerated idea entertained 
by the Chowkidar of the power of the regular policeman over him personally. 

179. In my last report I mentioned that a force of 870 Chowkidars had sprung 
up spontaneously, and that the number was r.apidly increasing. Out of 930 
talooks in the State 829 have now got 1,534 Chowkiclfirs, and 101 still remain 
witliout Chowkidars. Petitions for the appointment of Chowkidars are still 
coming in. Hitherto the State has spent nothing on this now auxiliary Police 
force, but this year 1 shall ask sanction to siiitply the men with badges and spear 
heads ns insignia of officx!. It will be advisable also I think to adopt the rules in 
force in the neighbouring districts of llungpore and Jul])igoree regarding ('how- 
kidars, fim the better control of tins large b(xl)- of men. 

180. As before stated these Chowkidars are paid bj’voluntary contributions 
Wilh a view to enforcing the continuance of such payments, without at the same 
time alarming the jjeople ivith the idea of a new tax 1 have called for a report 
as to the, distribution and incidence of the gross i)a)'mentH, preparatory to re¬ 
commending that rtdes be passed to enable us to realize from defaulters their 
(jiiota of sub.scription and to fix the ])roportions in which the, different grades 
of ten.auts shall pay according to the size of their holdings, &e. in tin: future. 

181. The following two tables will show the percentage of ac(|uittals to 
convictions in cognizable cases taken up direct by Magistrates and in cases sent 
uj) by the Police .separately . 


Result of trial of persons in Coijnizahle cases including those taken up 
direct by Magistrate. 


nnmlxir of perKons 
in Columns XV 
of cognizable return. 

Acquitted Ac, 
Colunms XVI and 
XVIJ. 

Convicted Ac.., 
CfdiinniK XVlll 

A anil i\. 

Pending Ac., 
Columns XIX, 
XXII, XIII. 

’ 1 

1 

Percentage of 
conviction. 

912 

296 

601 

1 

15 

67 


Result of trial of persons in Cognizable cases investigated by Police Suo motu. 


Persons sent up for trial 
including those pending 
from last year. 

Acquitted Ac. 

Convicted. 

1 

Pending and died. 

Percentage of 
conviction. 

678 

188 

428 

1 

12 

76-6 


These results are creditable to the Police. 
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182. The percentage of projjcrty recovered to property stolen is only a 
fraction better than last year as shown in the annexed table. 


Abstract Statement af property stolen and recovered. 



1877-78. 



1878-79. 


Amount- of 

Amount of 

Percentftfjc of 

Amount of 

Amount of . 
iropcrty recoveild. 

Percentage of 

property stolen. 

[Property recoveroti. 

recovery. 

property stolen. 

recovery. 

Rfi. As. r. 

12,056 0 0 

Ks. As, P. 

2,083 0 0 

17*27 

Rs. As. P. 

15,181 0 0 

Eb. As. P. 

2,851 0 0 

10-79 


18.3. It is true that the nature of the country in Cooch Behar offers 
exceptional advantages for concealment. But what I consider unsatisfactory 
is that so many confessions result in so small a recovery of property admitte<l 
to have been stolen. 

184. Of .38 persons brought to trial for bad livelihood during the year 27 
were ordered to find security. 

18.'). The following table shows the fluctuations during the past five years 
in some of the principal classes of offences. 


('UIME 

1S74-7.'. 


187(1-77. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Rehabkb. 

Dacoity . 

Itohhcrv . 

11 

8 

0 

8 


2 

2 

3 

1 

of thf-ft ill 
n luiildiii^ were 
I<r(Tiuui> to 18711 

Ordinary theft . 

3117 

727 

710 

838 

730 

wrongly ■■.iiU'nil 
ftlMHirc-ntlv, OH 

burking House trespass 

311 

81 

13 

0 

8 

lurkinir boane 
Irpj^iioes. 

Murder 

3 

2 

1 

4 

2 

Culpable liomiddc ... 


2 

5 

1 

0 



18(1. 1 here were 0 escapes from Police custody during the j ear. 4 of the 

}iri.soners escaping were recaptured. 

187. The following ofiicers are mentioned a.s .specially deserving of com- 
jnendation for detective nhilit}'. 

Sub-Inspector Guru Prosanno Singh. 

„ Jlomtazuddin. 

,, Mohamed -lohar. 

I lea<l-constable Xozeeruddiii. 


188. Sub-Inspector Sham Lall Mookcrjiie who was dismissed two years ago 
when senior Inspector fur permitting a case, of c.xtortion of confession in his imme¬ 
diate vicinity, but subsequently readmitted on account of previous long and good 
service, has throughout the year rendered himself very useful at Huldibari, and 
performed his duties creditably. 


189. Inspector Parbutt}' Charan (^huckerbutty also deserves favourable 
mention ns an oilicer of intclligt-uce and ability. 
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190. Babu Satya Churn Mookerjea the Su])crintcndent of Police continues 
to discharge the duties of his post satiJfactorily. He is a straight forward officer 
in whose word 1 have confidence. 


SECTION rs.—JAIL AND LOCK-DPS. 

191. The charge of tlie Jail throughout the year rested with the Fouzdari 
Ahilkar, Baboo (Jadub Chundcr Chuckerbutty. 

192. The Jail wall, which was commenced in 1877-78, has during the year 
under report been nearly completed. As before stated the work has been done 
almost entirely by Jail labour, and has therefore progressed but slowly. 

193. The site of the existing hospital being out side the wall, preparations 
have been made for its removal and reconstruction on one side of the large tank 
inside. Cn the completion of the wall some redistribution of the pre.scnt mtcha 
wards will be necessary, so as to separate the civil and hajut prisoners more 
effectually than has as yet been feasible, and also so as to minimize the risk from 
fire. 

194. The Commissioner during his last visit thought that a pucka guard 
house and office should be constructed outside the wall, abutting on to it, on 
either side of the principal gate. Estimates are being prepared. 

195. Disposal of the prisoners in the Sadder Jail .—The statement in the 

margin will show the disposal of 
the prisoners in the year under 
report, as compared with the pre¬ 
ceding year. Seven deaths occurred 
against five in the preceding year. 
There was no cholera up to the close 
of the year, though I regret to say 
that during the current month 
(April) cholera has made its appear¬ 
ance, and carried off about a dozen prisoners. Of three escapes, against one in the 
previous year, two were by prisoners at out door work in the Nilcoti, and one from 
the Jail garden. The escaping prisoners were all men with less than six month.s 
to serve, and the escapes were due to over confidence and carelessness on the part 
of the warders, who have been tried and punished. No offender was sentenced 
to transportation during the year, nor was any lunatic transferred to Dacca. 


DiePOBAL OP PRIBONSnS IN THE 

SuoDGK Jail. 

1 1877-78. 

1878-79. 

Dicil 

6 

7 

KKcapef] 

1 

.'t 

UelcaRcd 

G19 

76B 

TraiiNferred... 

17 

a 

liomaining in the Jail on the last 
day of the year 

1 247 

205 


196. Health of prisoners.—The health of the prisoners during the year was not 


Deflcription. 

1877-78 

1878-79 

Avernge population of the sudJer 

281 

224 

.Tail. 



Admission on account of sickness 

222 

814 

Average aick . 

10004 

10-07 

Percentage of admisHion to popii- 

24-7 

81-8 

lation. 



Average sick per cent of average 

4-3 

4-46 

population. 



Deaths. 

5 

7 

Death rate to 100 priBoners ... 

2 

3 


and mortality will be found in Dr. Bri’scoe’i 


so good as in 1877-78. The ratio of 
admissions to Hospital, per cent of 
average strength, was 31'8 against 
24-97, and that of the daily average 
number of sick was 4-46 against 
4-3. The mortality from cholera was 
2, Ar less than one per cent. Of the 7 
deaths, 2 only w-ere from cholera, 2 
from general debility, 1 from dy- 
sentry, 1 from enlargement of 
spleen, and 1 from colic pain. 
Full particulars regarding sickness 
medical report. 




[ 43 ] 


197. Labour and manufacture .—The prisoner,s were chiefly* employed in 
building the pucka masonry wall round the Jail. They cleared the jungle of 
the town, worked under the Public Works Department and the Artizan’s school 
and in the printing Press. The number that work in the Press daily has been 
increased from 11 to 14. The Jail garden supplied employment for those who 
were either old, convalescent, or otherwise considered unfit for hard work. The 
number of men employed in manufactures was a little more than that in the 
{Tcvious year, viz. 45 against 40. The principal branches of manufacture in 
which the prisoners were employed were carpentry, sawing wood^ mat making, 
weaving and twine making, making soorkee, grinding flour and making bread. 
A number of men were also employed as Jail servants, viz, convict warders, 
water carriers, cooks, sAveepers and ho.spital attendants. 

198. The officer in charge thinks that “ petty manufactures are not so pro- 
fitabh' as one or two suitable industries” and he is anxious to introduce, more 
largely, oil jiressingas a labour. If this paj's well there can be no possible objec¬ 
tion to it, but rather the contrary, as oil pressing is first class labour, and 
1 am inclined to think that our convicts have as a rule too easy times of it, 
atul do not find the routine of Jail life so unpleasant as is desirable that they 
should. 

] f)9, (lros.<> carniutjfi .—The gross earnings of the labouring prisoners during 
the i)ast and llui preceding j ears will be found in the statement given below. 


Description. 

1877-7S. 

1878-79. 

Upforoiico to 
Statement C. 

»lail smnuts («) Us. 4-11 jior iiiciisciii. 

Us. As. r. 

l.Otl 14 0 

Ks. As. P. 

l,5t)3 2 0 

Column 6. 

llcjiiiirinp; Jiiil. 

140 J.n 0 

310 2 6 

Do. 6. 

On tin* niuils, tlai) W iill . 

8,110 0 0 

3,148 2 0 

Dti. 7. 

Working for liii u Qt) Ks. 5-10. 

678 15 0 

220 It 0 

Do. 8. 

(In the Juil fiarilcii (ri) Its. 57-S in 1S77-7S iuul @ 

747 8 3 

747 8 1 

Do. 11. 

Hs. fp.S-O-Jl in 187‘H-70 per luunl jicr uiniuni. 

On iiiiiniifuctnre (>r) Ks. 1)4 in 1877-78 uml Us. 71-9-8 in 

4,600 7 0 

3,222 5 11 

Do. 12. 

187S-7S». 

Tnt.ll. 

UVJH811 8 

9,208 2 6 



200. The gross earnings of the past year are less than those of the preceding 
year by l!s. 1780-8-9. Tliis is attributable to two causes:—First to the reduc¬ 
tion in the number of prisoners, the daily average of which is 224 in the year 
under report aginst 231 of the preceding year ; and .secondly to the fact that a 
very large number of prisoners we're engaged during the year on the masonry wall, 
which work is less profitable than brick-making, in which the greater number of 
prisoners in 1877-78 were employed. 

201. The gross earnings per head of prisoners employed in the Jml garden 

has fallen from lls. 57-8 to Us. 53-G. This is due, I regret to state, to the com¬ 
plete failure of an attempt to grow tobacco in the garden, under Senor Montfort’s 
supervision ; unfortum^ely worifts appeared and destroyed the entire crop. New 
plants were substituted for those which died, but to no purpose, and the result 
was that the labour of a coi»siderable number of prisoners for about 3 months 
was entirely wasted. Some remarkably fine potatoes were grown in the 
Jail garden this year, better than any I have seen brought from P>uxa or 
Darjeeling. __ 
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202, TLo pi’isonoi's enii)loy('(l in manufacture have earned Rs. 71-9-8 per 
head against Rs. 114 in the previous year, owing to the fact that the con¬ 
struction of tlie wall comes under this head, and building is far less profitable 
than brickmaking. Properly speaking the work of the two years should bo 
taken together, and an average struck to ascertain the real value of the work 
of each. 


203. Net earn%.9.—The earnings of the Jail during the last year were 
Rs. 7,344-14 {‘4de statement B) against Rs. 9,205-14-3 shewing a decrease of 
Rs. 1,861-0-3. The reasons to which this falling off is attributable have been 
given in detail in the foregoing paragraph under the head of gross earnings. 


Kxpenditube. 

1877-7 

'8. 


1878-7 

9. 



Rs. 

Ab. 

p. 

Rb. 

As. 

p. 

Police . 

i i.e.-iC 

.7 

A 

«) 

8,210 

0 

8 

KHtuMlHlinient. 

»,ll.b 

1.7 

0 

8,100 

2 

0 

Keeilin^. 


10 

t; 

10,202 

9 

8 


' .btiS 

7 

6 

.55.5 

13 

9 

Clotliii;!; ami blankets.. 

],n.vi 

1.7 

0 

910 

18 


Jail buildiiifr and rejmii'K. 

iittO 

0 

0 

1 879 

18 

8 

GrosH cost. j 

! i(;,s()2 

15 

3 

IS,12.5 

9 

0 

Deduct profits on manufacture, lic. 1 

9,20.5 

11 

3 

7,844 

14 

0 

Not cost. 

7,597 

1 

(» ' 

1 11,080 

11 

0 

Avorngo gross eoRt of each prisoner. 

72 

n 

10 

S2 

4 

1 

Average net cost of ciicli prisoner. 

32 

H 

2 

49 

7 

5 


204. The above statement shows a very 1,‘irge increases in tlie gross and 
net cost of the Jail for the year under review as compared with the ])receding, 
and a still larger proportionate increase in the gross and net cost of each 
])risoner. Notwithstanding that the aversige population of the Jail during tlu; 
year was 224 against 231 of that pna’cding, the gross cost of 1878-7!) was 
Rs. 27 more than that of 1877-78. The gross cost of ciich prisoner i?xceeds 
that of the former year by Rs. 10, and the net cost by Rs. 17 neurh'. 


20.5. This large increased cost is due to the following causes:— 

First. —An increa.se of Rs 554 in cost of Jail guard, due to the nece.ssity' 
of an e.\tra guard for the llo.spital which was outside the 
ma.sonry wall during the year under re])t)rt. 


Secondly.—An increase of Rs. 1,354-14-9 under the head “feeding.” 
Notwithstanding the fact that there \vere fewer mouths 
to feed, prices ruled so high, th.at an extra grant of Rs. 3,000 
liad to be applied ft)r beyond the amount estimated and 
sanctioned in the budget. Rice sold at Rs. C-4 for good, and 
Rs. 5 for common sorts at one period of the year. 

Hjrd/y.—The decrease in the gross profits of'the prisoners’ lalwiir, 
which go to diminish the gross cost of the Jail. 


206. 


. . details of the gross cost of each prisoner are given in the sub¬ 

joined table. It will be seen that it is only under diet and JaU ,/uard that there 
IS any noticeable difrerence, while a decrease is shown under some heads. 
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Yfab 

j Jail i;uar(l. 

EMtilbliHhnicnt. 

i 

j Diet. 

CIt'tliinf! ami 
bedding. 

lluildiiig Ami 
rup»‘"iiig Jail. 

|Medininc Aud con< 
tirigencicH. 

1877-78. 

11 8 0 

13 7 10 

88 9 

0 

4 9 0 

2 3 1 

2 7 0 

1878-79. 

14 5 4 

18 13 5 

46 13 

0 

4 1 6 

1 11 2 

2 7 8 


t 

207. Remittances to the Tr. i- 1 .\ .—The amount actually remitted to the 
Treasury was Rs. !),2(i3-3-2 against Rs. 10,933 of the preceding year, and 
Ks. 5,100-10-11 of the year 1876-77. The preceding year 1877-78 was an excep¬ 
tional one in as much as that the attention of the whole establishment was wholly 
concentrated on brick making, and all the available prisoners were employed at it. 

The amount remitted consisted of the following items :— 


Kimiings of out-door labour liirecl out to Public Works l>(!|i!irtineut 
Sale jirocccds of Harden produce ... 

.Sale [)roccedR .'.f articles iiiauufactured in tbe jireceding year 
T>o. do. ill tbe year under report 

l'’ouiid witli prisoners and confiscated 


2,257 4 2 
sot lit 4 
2,900 3 fi 
3,232 6 8 
2 8 ti 


Total ... 9,203 3 2 


208. Resides this amount, Rs. 27-4-3 were remitted to the Treasury on 
account of the. earnings of the prisoners at Mekligiinj. 

209. The earnings of convicts em[)loyed in out-door work for the State are 
shewn only on ptipcr. 


210. Lock-ups .—The number of prisoners admitted into the three Lock-ups 
at Dinhata, Jlathabhanga, and Mekligunj during the year under report, was 481 
against 442 of the preceding year, shewing an increase of 39 men. 57 men 
remained in the Lock-u])s at the close of the preceding year ; out of the total 
number 538, 143 were transf(!rred to the Sudder Jail and different Lock-u{)s, 
1 died, 5 escaped, 357 were released, and 32 remained at the close of the year. The 
cost of feeding in the Lock-ups was Rs. 51-9 against R.s. 45-8-6, shewing an 
increase of Rs. 6-0-6, per hciul. This is owing to the high price of tlie articles 
of food which prevailed during the j ear under report. 

211. The Mathalthanga Lock-up is threatened by the river which has 
approached to within a few feet. It will probably be necessary to remove it 
this year in order to avoid it being washed away. 

212. The general conduct of the prisoners through out the year was good. 

213. The Jailor Tarinee Charan Chose has given much sati.sfaction, and is 
a zealous and hard working officer. Full remarks on the sanitary arrangements, 
causes of mortality, &c., tvill be found in the Medical Report. 
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SECriON X.— MEDICAIi. 

214. Tlie statements and returns for the year are, with the exception of 
Btatcment No. 11, in the same form as for the preceding year. 

215. There has been no change in the medical staff during the year under 
review. Dr. Briscoe has been in charge during the whole year. 

216. Thcf following statement shows the total number of in and out¬ 
patients, and average daily attendance at each State Hospital and Dispensary for 
the past year and that preceding it. 


No. I. 


YtMir. 

IIOSriTAl,. 

In-puticnts. 

Out-patients. 

Total. 

ATcrogc 
ilaily Xu. of 
In-iMitiontH, 

Avcrnjrc 
dully No. of 
)ut-patioi)tH. 


Suddor Dispensary ... 

4no 

B,H60 

6,810 

23-3 

321t 



925 


325 

10 


i 

Tolicc and MilitAry ... 

622 

622 


201 









Dhiliata Dispensary ... 

77 

1,463 

J,630 

2-7 

13-5 









Malbabhanga ditU» 

75 

l,4Sl 

1,656 

2-3 

113 


Mekliguiij <lilto 

C4 

2,456 

2,520 

2-4 

161 


Totai. ... 

iWl 

11,372 

12,363 

42-7 

91-2 


Sudder Dispensary ... 

513 

7,686 

8,190 

26-3 

44-7 



229 


229 

10-7 



Poliec and Military ... 

619 

619 

26-7 

H 








Dinhata Disjxsnsary ... 

85 

1,579 

1,665 

3-7 

11-9 

H 








Mathabbanga ditto 

91 

1,318 

1,412 

3-3 

12-8 


Mekligiinj ditto 

72 

3,319 

3,391 

21 

16-5 


Total ... 

094 

14,621 

15,616 

461 

1106 


217. The report for 1877-78 showed an increase in number of patients 
treated over that of the preceding year of 3,372. A decrease of nearly the 
same amount is shewn for the year under report, which consequently approx¬ 
imates more nearly to the results of three years ago, than to those shown in 
the last report. Ihis bears out what Dr. Briscoe gave as* his opinion last year, 
viz., that the increase in attendance was due more to the general unhealthiness 
of the year than to any increased popularity of the Dispensaries. There was, 
however, an apparent discrepancy of opinion between me and Dr. Briscoe last 
year. In my remarks in para 50 of last year’s report I stated that the year had 
been an exceptionally healthy one. But I was alluding exclusively to the 
absence of epidemics of cholera or small-pox, and these are not the dS^ases 
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which swell the dispensary returns. The year was a bad one for fever and 
rheumatic complaints, while last year was a comparatively healthy* one in this 
respect, as will be seen from the subjoined statement, which is prepared this year 
in accordance with the form used in the Surgeon-General’s report to the Bengal 
Government. But against the decrease in the numbers treated at the dispen¬ 
saries must be set the fact that a special compounder of experience was employed 
solely to look after the coolies of the Public Works Department, and that no less 
than 1673 cases were treated by him, many of which would otherwise have found 
their way to the dispensaries. 



218. Malarious fever, ague and remittent, rheumatism, respiratory affections, 
dysentery and diarrhoea have been more prevalent this year at Mathabhanga 
than at either of the other sub-divisions. As usual more than half the goitre cases 
are treated at Mekligunj. 
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219. The fallowing statement shows the mortality amongst in-patients 
at the difterent dispensaries, and the diseases causmg it. 

No. III. 


f 

Total No. of 
eiiiwa trentod. 

Total No. of 
deaths. 

Percentage 
of donlb of 
cases treated. 

Mnliirious fever ague atitl rcniitlciit ... 

Cliolera 

Syphilitic nffoetioiis 

riithiNis 

.Dropsy 

I^espiratory affections 

DyKeiilery 

Diarrlitea 

Other causes... 


1S9 

24 

20 

C 

80 

20 

04 

40 

1,00 

l.S 

« 

1 

2 

10 

0 

10 

19 

0 

0-H7 

2;.-0 

60 

83-33 

27-27 

23-07 

2,0-0 

47-.0 

0-01 

Total 

Other tiiseasos 


B35 

131 

82 

15'32 




(irand total 


000 

82 

I2:t 


220. From the above table it appears that cholera was more amcnalde to 
treatment than diarrhrca or dysentery. But it must lie remembered that 
choleraic diarrhma is shown as cholera, in accordance with the views of the 
cholera commission, and also that patients attacked with cholera sym[)toms, it 
they resort to the di.spensary at all, do so in the very earliest stages of the 
disease, while on the other hand they allow simple diarrha-a or dy son ter)- to run 
its course unchecked until their strength is too much exhausted to alloAV of their 
rallying. The percentage of deaths to cases treated is H ])er cent higher than 
last year, but stiU bears a favorable comparison with the results shown in most 
of the Bengal districts. 

221. The following statement exhibits the rate per cent, of sex, and 
caste, treated at the dispensaries :— 


No. IV. 



Males. 

1 

: Females. 

' Children. ■ 

Mussulmans. 

Hindoos. 

In-iloor patient.s ... 

90 

7 

8 

24-17 

75-83 

Out-door patients 

81 

10-7 

8-3 

81-27 

08-78 


There is an increase of 1-3 per cent out-door and I'Spcr cent in-door, 
in the attendance of female patients. This is contrary to the expectations 
formed by the Civil Surgeon who anticipated a large attendance of females on 
account of the better accommodation offered them in the new dispensary. Pro¬ 
bably however the greater privacy and comfort offered is not as yet widely known 
or appreciated. 

^ 222. The expenditure of the Sudder and sub-divisional dispensaries is 

given in the annexed statement. 
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223. SiMfr Dwpenfiary .—Tlic new building was occupied sliortly after tlie 
commencement of the year. It was <lescribed in last report. The Civil and 
Assistant Surgeon complain of the smallness of the dispensing room, and the 
Commissioner also, when he visited the dispensary, thought it too small, and 
directed a plan to be submitted for eidarging it. This can be done by building 
a new porch, and throwing the existing porch and the dispensary room into one. 
I fear however we must wait till next year for this as we have no room for it in 
the budget. A "ood well is much needed and has been sanctioned. 

224. The dispensary establishment cost l>s. 259 per mensem, and the total 
e.xpenditurc inclusive of diet and medicine is Rs. 5,833-7-2 for the year under 
report against Rs. 6,iy3-12-() for that preceding. The saving is due to the fewer 
number of patients treated; for tlie daily cost of dieting each patient was higlier 
than in the preceding year being 2 annas 6 pie against 2 annas 4 pic. The cost 
of treating each individual patient was one rupee, being 4 annas more than in the 
jweceding year, owing to the same causes, as the fewer the patients the greater 
the individual cost. 

22,5. The suh-divisional dispensaries at Dinhata, Mathabhanga and Mckligunj 
have been described in former reports. Xo change ha.S been made in the Native 
Doctors, and the buildings have been kc])t in a good state of repair. 1‘articulars 
as to the number of patients treated at each disitcnsary will be found in 
statement No. 1., and the expenditure in statement No. \. 

226. The aver.age cost of dieting each sub-divisional in-door patient is 
1 anna 11 pie i)cr diem. 

227. The officers in charge of the dispensaries arc permitted to sell 
medicines from the dispensary stock at 10 per cent, over cost price to all persons 
for whom they prescribe in their private practice, as medicines cannot be obtained 
elsewhere. During 1877-78 Rs. 399 were credited to the Treasury on this 
account, but this year the amount has fallen to Rs. 98-5-9 only. The State 
officers have now the privilege of receiving medicine gratis, when prescribed for 
them by the medical officers of the State, which formerly they used to pay for. 
This is a boon allowed by the Bengal Government, whose lead we follow pretty 
closely, to all its officers, and this m.ay account for the falling off. A private 
dispensary was however opened during the year by the Assistoit-Surgeon on 
his own account, but when this was brought to my notice by the Civil Surgeon 
I promptly suppressed it, as I did not think that, as medical officer in charge of 
the sudder dispensary, the Assistant-Surgeon should have anything to do with 
the sale of medicine on his own account. 

228. Jaa.~l\xt following statement shows the sickness and mortality as 
compared with the daily strength for the past tivo years. 


No. VI. 


YEAH. 

Averagfe 

daily 

strength. 

Fra CS3JT OF BTEKHOTH. 

Admiailone. 

j 

Deatha. 

Daily alok. 

1878-79 

224 

140 

312 

4-46 

1877-78 

231 

96 

2-12 

4-8 
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•220. Tlic above tsfaleincnt kIiowh tlmt tlie Jaily average strength is 7 jier 
cent, less tlian the preceding year, with an increase of 46 per cent, ui the adinis- 
sioiis, and I per cent in the death rate. Fevers, dysentery, an<! diarrhoea, as 
usual, furnish the greatest number of admissions. Of 32.') cases treated, 1 i of which 
remained from the previous year, 140 were from malarious fever, (ague ami 
nuiiitteut,) 46 from dysentery and 56 from diarrlnea ; total 242. The total 
number of deaths is 7 ?«'?., 1 remittent fever, 1 cholera, 2 dysentery, 1 colic, and 
2 from old age and general debility. 

ft 

230. Dr. Briscoe records the following remarks on the general state of 
health of the prisoners during the year. 

" The general liealth of the Jail population has not been so good as during the 
“ preceding year. Whether the Jail wall had anytliing to do with it, or not, I can not say 
“ at present. The old l)amboo chuckwar has lately been removed, and the air now circu- 
“ lates more freely. The healthiest months were January, February, and March ; daily 
“ average sick 0'8, 7'2 and 0'12 respectively. The most unhealthy were July, August, 
“ and September; daily average sick 16‘3, 13‘9, and 13'8 respectively. Conservancy was 
“ strictly attended to, and the dry earth system carried out effectually. The drainage is 
“good. Clothing and diet scales are the same as those in Government Jails. The food 
“ throughout the year was of good quality, well cooked and sufficiently varied. Drinking 
“ water is brought as usual from the Sagurdighy tank." 

231. Dr. Briscoe thinks that the space enclosed in three sides by the 
masonry wall and on the fourth by the old bamboo ])allsade was too confined, and 
interfered with the free circulation of air, and that tliis may have been the cause 
of sickness, lie does not anticipate that the wall when finished will be a cause 
of ludiealthincss, the space enclosed being very considerable. 

232. Polke and Military .—The following table gives the sickness and 
mortality for the |)ast two years. 

No. VH. 



233. Dr. Briscoe remarks. 


'* Malarious fevor, rheumatism, dysentery, diarrhoea, and spleen, are the principal 
“ causes of sicknoss among both forces. The greater portion of the military are consi- 
“ derably older men than the generality of the police, and, being nearly aU up country men, 
“ they can not stand the climate so well, although they are not so much exposed." 
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234. Tile f'ollowlii" statement shows the mortality from cholera and small-pox 
as derived from the returns of the Poliee ; which returns, however, 1 consider 
utterly untruiltworthy. 

No. VIII. 


DISEASE. 

No. attacked. 

Cured. 

Died. 

Keharks. 

Cliolora .. C. 

1,203 

250 

939 

14 remaiiipd niider treatment at 



tlie ('nd of the year. 

Sniiill-]»ox ... .1 

38 

18 

8 

12 ditto ditto. 


23.5. Dr. Briscoe records the following remarks :— 

“ I have noticed that when intermittent fovor and other common diseases are less 
“ prevalent than usual, cholera is sure to make its appearance ; and it generally occurs when 
“ the rain fall aft<'r the cessation of the rainy season (from November to the latter end of 
“ March) is scanty, as, on that account, the water supply in many parts of the State 
“ becomes bad.” 


The r.ainfall from 1st November 1878 to the 3rd March 187!) was only 
0'.58 inches. 


236. Cholera prevailed throughout the cold weather. 11 assumed an e[>id(:mic 
f()rm at Toofangunj in November, and in March in thi^ Mathabhanga sub-divi¬ 
sion, besides being more or less prevalent in all parts of the State. Since the 
clo.se of the year under rejwrt it ha.s committed terrible ravages. Chlorodyiu: 
and Cholera pills were freely supplied to all Police stiitions, and the native doctors 
and comi)ouiiders were sent from time to time to treat j)atients in the parts most 
severely visited, but information of the aj>])earance of the dise.ase in any out of 
the way locality was rarely given until the disease had cxj)endcd its fury, and 
was disapj)earing of itself. Dr. Briscoe says “ the fact is that the greater ])ortion 
of deaths during an out-break occur before it is rej)orted at the thana.” 


237. MbTli reference to the recent flood Dr. Briscoe remarks that a reference 
to past reports shews that an e.xccptionally heavy rain-fall accompanied with 
floods adds to, rather than detr.acts fboin, the general healthiness of the year. But 
the absence of the cold weather rains is always unhealthy, and a very dry cold 
season is almost sure to bring cholera in March or in April. 

238. Vaccination.-T\ic following statement shows the number vaccinated 
as cojnpared with the preceding year. 

No. IX. 


Opebatioks done by. 

Total numbeb vaccinated. 



1878-79. 

1877-78. 

DECRKAf^B. 

Paid vaccinators 

1 6,15G 

7,193 

2,037 

E-v-inoculators 

11,780 

12,366 

1 

680 

Totai, 

16,892 

19,669 

2,667 


previous ™ number vaccinated from the return of the 

previous year, which was exceptionally high. The reasons given are that fewer 
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• 

hands were at work, some of the permanent staff having been disabled by sickness 
during part of the working season, and only 25 ex-inoculators having been at 
work against 29 of the previous year. It is not always possible to supply the 
places of these men at short notice, if they fall ill, or retire from work. 

Dr. Briscoe has personally verified 2,C45 cases in different parts of the State. 

239. Statement No. X shows the total number successful cases with 
the average number of operations performed by each man, and the ratio of suc¬ 
cessful cases to operations. 

No. X. 


CLASS. 

Arcrugi' nmnber of 
o|siniMotiH 

licrforniisl by eiicb uiiin. 

Tolul of rnscN. 

RATIO I'KU CKNT. OP SUCCESSFUL CAvSKK. 

In [iriiuary ^•accllmtio^s. 

In secondary vocdiiallon.^ 

1 

1S77-78, 

1K7K-79. 

ItlT'-TH. 

1 

I'aid ViicciTiaforM . 1 

Kx-inix’iiljitorH. 

1 

i,oai 

5,042 

11,045 

1 flun 

itn-2 

9;-i! 1 

000 


240. Dr. Briscoe considers the amount of work done .satisfactory, but 
states that the men have not worked so willingly this year, the field of their 
operations being further from their homes, and that constant suj)crvision has been 
m'cessary to keep them at their work. The Native Superintendent was caught 
absent from his selected area, having gone home without leave, and was fined. 

241. Statement No. XI gives the sex, caste and age of those vaccinated. 

No. XI. 


riaicr.vTACK or. 



1 JS77-:8. 

1S78-79. 

1877-78. 

1 

1 1S77-7S. 

Oi 

*<9 

a 1 

o 

IS 

c 

C 1 

1 tt< j 

i 

1 ^ 

£ ' 
a 
b. 

1 

1 

5 

E 

"a 

(£ 

9 

1 55 

Other caste. 

-9 

a 

t£ 

c 

9 

s 

' C 

V 

X ' 

cS 

u 

L. 

6 

O 1 

K i 

V 

c 

© 

a, 

V 

e 

' U) 

9 

© 

>> 

© 

0 

© 

fi 1 
< ' 

c 

© 

c 

i 

1 < 

r.9-.'i5 

4U-4G 

.59-02 

41-98 

1 

OG-89 

32-02 

1-09 

74-10 

22-15 

1-75 

18-87 

8G-ig 

10 

90 


242. The percentage of males and females is much the same as the 
preceding year. Mussulmans show a considerable increase, on account of the 
locality in which the work has been carried on. The percentage of infants 
is much improved. 

243. Regarding the vaccinating staff and the selected area Dr. Briscoe 
records the following observations :— 

“ The permanent vaccinating staff consists of one Native Superintendent and sis vac¬ 
cinators. Twenty five trained ex-inoculators have also worked during the year under 
report. The vaccinating season began as usual in October, but very little work was done 
that month, owing to the Doorgah and other Poojahs taking place. Afterwards the work 

N 
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“ went on steadily and ended in Maffih. I thought it advisable to select Mekligunj Sub- 
“ division as a special area for the paid vaccinators, in oonseqaenoe of Hnldibari being a 
“ station of the N. B. State Eailway, and from whence nearly all the jute grown in the Sub- 
‘ ‘ division is now exported. At first many of the people were very unwilling to accept vaccina- 
“ tion, and had it not been for the assistance given by an old resident ox-inoculator, well known 
“ at every village in that part of the State, named Kartick Dass, whose sister is married 
“to Nursing Das, one of our best vaccinators, the work would not have been so successful. 
“ It was also with great difficulty any lymph, or crusts could bo obtained from the arms of 
“ the children operated on, as the parents were extremely averse to such a proceeding- 
“ The Superintendent reports that nearly all the Talooks in the Sub-division have boon 
“ throughly protected, and what few remain will be done next cold season. Operations were 
“ also carried on, chiolly by the ex-iuoculators, in the Dinhata Sub-division, and at Tufan- 
“ gunj. The customary fee of one irico charged for every successful case done by the paid 
“ vaccinators has not been strictly enforced ; merely taken when willingly offer(al. The 
“ ex-inoculators (as mentioned in previous reports) receive no regular pay from the State ; 
“ merely a bonus at the end of the season in proportion to the number of operations per- 
“ formed ; consequently the concentration scheme docs not apply to them : they keep tlii' 
" Civil Surgeon and Native Superintendent informed ns to where they are at work, submit 
“ their returns regularly, and are very glad to have the work inspected." 

2-14. Slatenieiit No. XII shoxv.s the cost of euch vaccination. 

. No. XII. 



(\wl of esU.blish" 
invlit uinl Snpcl- 
liltni(lvlit. 

Alc.. i;C. 

Holms to 

ex-iiicK:uliitor.j. 


Us. A. I‘. 

Us. A. P. 


1,007 8 0 

li.'iO 0 0 

1 ^(77-7H 

08.'. 13 0 

_ 

370 0 0 


TtITAb. ^ 

1 

Ilccoivixt from i 
]HT’M)iiffvnc< itmUxL ■ 

PlXf’fV-K of 

ovt r ivivipt.<. 

(’oKf <kr I'ucii 
suixiciesfitl CIM' 

Us. A. P. 

lis. A. ]\ 

1 

1 Us, A. P. 

Us. A. 1 

1.857 8 0 

1 

77 n 0 j 

1 j 

],'2m H 0 ; 

0 1 

1,355 13 9 

1 

88 4 0 

1,257 9 3 

0 1 


From the above; it whll Ix; ob.scrved that there i.s a sliolu increase of 1.^ pie, in tbe 
cost (d’ each case, which is cine to the decrease in the number of operations, al.so 
to the cost of inspection beinej more, on account of tlic \vork bcin<r done at a 
greater distance from the Sudder station. 


24r>. Inoculation is still practised in the .State, but not nearly so e.Kterisively as 
ti)rtnerly. The ex-inoculators who have taken to vaccination declare that it pavs 
tlu'm crjUfilly well, and admit that the risk of spreailing the disease is thereby 
obviated. 


246. Thirty-eight cases of small-]x)x only are reported during the year, of 
which eighteen recovered, eight died, and twelve were under treatment at the 
close of the year, bnt, as I have said elsewhere, the mortuary returns submitted 
by the Police cannot be depended upon. 

247. Last year I mentioned that it would be a great thing for Coocli 
Behar if the main stream of the Torsa could be diverted this way. The last flooii 
however has made me doubt the feasibility of this. The river is subject to such 
sudden rises that it might sweep away the whole town. I am afraid the town 
ot Cooch Behar and its suburbs must continue to be unhealthy, if its healthiness 
depends on the possession of a large river. 
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8BCTI0N Xl(—EBUCATION. 

248. The following table shows the number and strength of afl schools in 
the State for the year under report and also for that preceding. 


CI.AhS (IF lN((TmiTIONB. 

1877-78. 

1878-76. 

Schools. 

Pupils. 

(Vvera^^c daily 
attendance. 

fichoolfl. 

Pupils. ^ 

iverajjo daily 
attendance.* 

J .SYtiftf JmfitHtionn. 







Hi^^her Class 

1 

191 

129 

1 

197 

130 

Vcrimciiliir Jliildlc Cliiss 

2 

S-IS 

200 

2 

400 

284 

Normal Schools 

2 

75 

.52 

2 

67 

35 


1 



1 



J1. -Priitilc liiKtiliitiiDi.i tttuii-r finnits- 











1 



Miihllc Class Kti^lisli 

3 

7') 

51 

3 

79 

59 

Miilillo Vermicular 

<13 

.3,291 

2,718 

9? 

3,381 

2,805 

l.nwcr Vcniaciihir 

118 

.3,4,57 

2,759 

121 

8,075 

2,790 

Ni}:ht Scliimls 

23 

ortC 

444 

25 

596 

479 

(lirls Schools 

2!) 

421 

305 

33 

•155 

294 

Jl<ianlim; 

1 





. 

111, — I'rirtitf iiiHtitutio/iM rtTnvhifi iio 







nflmiaiur from the Stotf, 







Mithllo Class Kn^lisli ... ... 

1 

19 

15 

2 

45 

27 

Middle Vorniu’idar 

1 

121 

80 

4 

1.58 

119 

Lower Vernneuliir 

19 

408 

278 

30 

609 

475 

liiili(,'enoiis I’lituhalas ... 

20 

237 

240 

20 

374 

346 

Nifflit Schools 

10 

221 

108 

10 

239 

237 

(iirl’H Hchonis 

11 

1.39 

109 

10 

190 

151 

Miiktakii 

JO 

180 

132 

10 

184 

92 

Hoarding 




1 



Totai. 

860 

9,832 

7,762 

381 

10,705 

8,388 
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249. There is thus an increase of 21 schools, 9 aided and 12 private j and 
933 pupils, with an improved average daily attendance of 636 students, as 
compared with the return of the last year. 

2.50. No new "•rants were sanctioned during the year to open out additional 
schools. The increase of nine schools shown in the above return is due to the 
fact that an equivalent number of grants-in-aid, sanctioned in the previous year, 
■ft'ore not taken up until the year under report. 

251. The princii)le that the limit of State aid has been reached is now fully 
reco-mized by the officers of the Department, which is the surest road to its 
rec(Hmition by the people themselves. Tlu! primiiphi we are now acting on is to 
gradually withdraw aid from schools which have given proof of sufficient innate? 
vitality, and to use the grants so Avithdrawn to open new .schools in less fiivoured 
localities. Sometimes also, though rarel}', aid i.s withdrawn on the ground of the 
obstinate neglect of the subscribers to pay their quota^ or to send their children 
regularly to school. 

252. The external evidence of progress afforded by the test of examinations 
is even more satisfactory thi.s year than last. Cooch Dehar passed five candidati's 
at the Univ'crsity Entrance exaTuination against two of the previous year, 
and three of them were placed in the second division. Two of them won 
junior scholarships of the first grade. Four of our boys ]>as.sed tin? iniiior 
scholarship examination in competition with Assam against one of tin? pr(?vioiis 
year, and as many as 28 stu<l(?nts passed the vernacular scholarship examination. 

253. At the general (?xannnation of Normal Schools two final students 
competed, and both j>assed. Three Ilrahmins of Cooch llehar Avon Sanscrit 
scholarships tenable at Niiddea for three years, and another obtained the T(?in[ih' 
Exhibition. At the Primary Scholar.ship examination 266 boys passed. 

254. The Su|)erlntcinlent writes. ‘‘ The fear justly entertained last year 
“of a reaction on the pathsalas, oAving to the disappointment of a A'u.st niimlMT 
“of (|ualified candidates to win I'rlmary Scln)larshii»s, Avhich must necessarily be 
“<)f a limited number, has hai)pily ])assed aAva}', OAving to tact and f?nergy on the 

])art ot our Deputies, and patience on that of tin? people.” Though never slow 
to sound the ywaises ot his oavu department, Babu Kashi Kant Mukerjee has 
shown, I must admit, that he has good reasA)n for doing so.' 
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intendent of schwjls. Hu had lUme very well and worked very hard as Head 
Master, but he had failed to qualify for a degree, which was made the condition 
of his retaining his appointment. There were other and more unmediate reasons 
for his removal which had their origin in family disagreements, and with which 
the Superintendent w'us indirectly connected. A quarrel arose between llabu 
Kashi Kant Mookerjea’s son, himself a student of the Jenkin’s School, and the 
officiating head muster ; and the former was, I regret to say, sufficiently ill advised 
to be instrumental in causing a criminal charge to be laid against the latter, 
and a judicial enquiry took place, which resulted in nothing whatever being 
proved against the head ir.aster’s character. The son was removed from the school, 
and has left Cooch Ilehar, his father coiieuiTitig in the justice of this decisicai. 

he unfi.)rtunate jmhlicity attending this matter rendered it in my opinion 
undesirable that llabu Bhobun Mohun Dutt's connection with the school should 
e(jntinue, especially as several pu[)ils had withdrawn their names : I therefore 
took advaTitagc of his having tailed to comply tnth the conditions of his appoint¬ 
ment, to rerno\’e him and send him back, for the present at all events, to his old 
appointment. I apjilied to Mr. Croft for a successor, and after a short time he 
sent me llabu Kalimohun Cliowdry who joined his np])ointnicnt on 28th November, 
and \v!io is likely, so far as 1 can judge, to fill the j)o.st worthily. 

2(1.'). Normal Srhooh .—The condition of the Normal and Traininjj schools 
at the close of the yciir under review is summarisel in the following table :— 




■Vo. 
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20(1. It will be ob.served that the number of gurus in the Trainiiiff school 
is 24 only, against ^14 of the previous year. It was deemed advisable to reduce 
the number oi‘ stijiend holders owing to the stojipage of fresh grants-in-aid, as 
otherwise many trained gurus would be turned out tor whom schools were 
not available. 4.') stipends only were made available against 50 for the previous 
year, so that there arc still 22 free students studying at their own cost j the total 
number of students in both schools being C7. 

267. The demand for Pundits during the year being considerable, most 
of the final students took up appointments, and tw'o only remained at the end 
of the year to compete at the general examination of Normal schools held by 
the Director of Public Instruction. Both passed, one of them taking the tenth 
place in the general list of merit, thus beating the first man from Dacca, who was 
placed sixteenth. , ' 

268- Ihe Guru Training The final examination of this school at 

Cooch Behw was conducted by a pleader of my Court, Babu Kali Dhun Mukerjea, 
M.A., who has obtained honors in Sanskrit. Out of 15 stipend holders 12 
passed. , Employment has been found for all of them, by means of ousting 





[ <50 ] 

untrained gums, and the '■ vl -r:; reports that many gurus Urns thrown out 

have entered the Training School to qualify themselves for re-employment. A 
more satisfactory proof of the value of these schools than this it would be difficult 
to adduce. 


269. Middle class vernamlar model schools.—The, following table gives a 
synopsis of the statistics of these two schools. 
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■ 270. The suddor model school exhibits a satisfactory increase in strength 

and average daily attendance. This is really the most popular and most useful 
school in the State. Eleven candidates from this school passed at the last 
vernacular scholarship examination. I'hc Superintendent claims for this school 
that “ with the cxce})tion of Burri.sal, it is ])erhaj)s the largest and most successful 
mofussil model school in the Lower Provinces of Bengal.” 

271. The Mekligunj school does not, 1 regret to say, show equal vitality. 
Its numbers have gone down gi'eatly having sunk from 140 in March 1878 to 
88 in December last. With decreased numbers there has been also I fear a falling 
off in the quality of instruction imparted. The Superintendent attributes the 
decline of this school to the inadequacy of two Pundits to teach such a number of 
l)oys, and points out that in government schools one Pundit for every 25 boys is 
the mininum staff allowed. I have taken the matter up, and will, if’ necessary, 
arrange for an extra Pundit from general savings, as the school is an important one. 

272. The school at Balarampur, which is virtually a model school though 
classed under the head of grants-in-aid, has improved remarkably in strength 
during the year. Its roll call numbered 62 boys with an average daily attend¬ 
ance of 50.' The school teaches up to the vernacular scholarship examination, and 
passed one boy during last session. This school was started and formerly sup¬ 
ported by the Nazir Deo of Balarampur, but as all his property was confiscated 
the charges of the school fell upon the State, which pays Rs. 20 monthly as 
teacher’s salary. 

273. Boarding school for Rcjguns .—The nature and object of this institu¬ 
tion have been fully described in other reports. This year its numbers have 
fallen to 36, the increased cost of provisions rendering it impossible to enter¬ 
tain a larger number from the sanctioned grants. I think however that the 
grant to this school should be mcreased. Formerly none but the poorest and 
most distant relatives of the Rajah’s family could be got to enter it. It was 
looked down upon by the nearer relatives and those of unquestioned legitimacy. 
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255. Income and expenditure .—The expenditure of the Department, under 
various heads, for the year 1878-79, is shown hi the following table. 
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2')G, Tlie :x(ror('<,"Ht(', expenditure of tlie Oepartment for the year under 
review was l?s. 85,fi(r6-2-7, of which lis. 57,196-15-1 was contributed by the 
State and Us. 28,469-3-6 by the people ; against an aggregate expenditure of 
the previous year of Rs. 79,245-12, of which Rs. 53,849-1-6 was paid by the 
State and Rs. 25,396-10-6 by the public. Of the increased expenditure of 
Rs. 6,420-6-7 for the year, the State contributed Rs. 3,347-13-7 and the people 
Rs. 3 072-9. Of the increased State contribution Rs. 1,016-9-3 was chargeable 
to ins))ection. it having been fi>und necessary to appoint an additional Deputy 
Su]KTintciident during the year. 

257. A coinpari.soii of ex])enditurc xvith results shows that the State contri- 
^.btiAon was R.s. 5-5 per |Hipil against Rs. 5-8, whereas the people’s contribution 

wa.s Rs. 2-10-3 jicr ]>upil against Rs. 2-8 of the jxrcvious year, showing 
increased expenditiu-e by the public going hand in hand with the expansion of 
the Department; and a |)roportionatc rcjduction, coinyxaring outlay with results, 
in the cost to the State. 

258. There was a total saving of Rs. 7,192 on the budget estimates sjinc- 
tioned for the }car, due to various causes, but principally to expenditure 
estimated fur the whole year being incurred during a part of the year only. The 
Su]ierintendent has asked for this sum to be regranted to the Dcjxartment, as is 
.sonictijiie.s done under the Rengal (ioverument, but in view of the tightness of 
our finances 1 cannot recommend this. 

259. The Superintendent calculates for the past j'car that 2()'4 are at 
school out of every 1,000 ot the po])vdation. lie points out that in my last year’s 
report 1 over.statcd the population in correcting his calculation, and that 
-Ur. Recket’s census gives the number a.s 5,32,565 for the whole of Gooch Bchar. 
Rut many parts of Gooch Rehar are inhabited now which were then jungle 
wastes, ajid though 1 may have been led last ) ear to disagree with him by a 
clerical error, 1 am no means certain that his jxresent estimate is not based on 
data which are more or less obsolete. Rut in an)' case the percentage of school 
going children for Gooch Rehar is an exceedingly good one, all things considered. 

260. Ilitjher Cltm Education. —The Jenkins’ School.—The total number 
of students on the last day of the year under report was 197, the largest number 
the school has ever had, being an increase of six on the previous year. The 
gro.s.s expenditure on this school was Rs. 5,948-6-4, of which the State contri¬ 
buted Rs. 4,955-12-4; by far the larger proportion. The fee receipts however 
show a satisfactory increase of Rs. 153-10 for the year. 

261. Tlie Individual co.st of each pupil was higher than the preceding year, 
being Rs. 2-4-6 against Rs. 2-1. Rut for the year again preceding the cost 
jier head was 2-10 annas. 

262. Of the total number of pupils 184 were Hindus, against 13 Maho- 
inedans. The Mahomedans of Gooch Rehar mostly belong to the poorer classes, 
excepting a few well to do and respectable families who live near Huldibari is 
the perguiinah of Rohimgunj on the west of the Tccsta. 

263. As above stated the school passed fiVe candidates at the University j 
Entrance examination. The total number competing was fifteen. 

264. Babu Bhubun Mohun Dutt, who was appointed Officiating Head Master 
last year, and about whom I expressed myself favorably in para. 245 of last year's 
report, has during the year reverted to his substantive post of Deputy Super- 



But now there are many more applicants for admission that we can afford to 
accept. It is no longer thought degrading to a Rajgun to be boriv on its rolls. 
Rai Upendra Nath Saheb Bahadoor, the tehsildar of Alipur, who was decorated 
for his services in the mutiny, and who is a not very distant relative of the 
Rajah's family, has sent his son there, [laying all expenses of course. We had to 
refuse 24 applications during the year under report, and in the [irevious yciar 
30 were refused. This school is the onl)’ channel through which we can diMnse 
some sort of education among the miuiliers of [loor and ignorant relativ^es who 
are the liane of the reigning family ; and .as we cannot eliminate these Riijgiiii.', 
the next best thing undoubtedly is to educate them as far as [lossible. 

274. The following table wliielihas been very carefully prepared gives some 
interesting statistics n'garding Sudder and State schools. 
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27.j. (!vtmU-iii-ai<l —The numlicr and classification of these schools, 
together with the return of attendance and c.\[ienditure from all sources is 
summarized in tlie following table. 
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276. The schools under this system have increased during the year under 
report from 266 to 275 ; their pupils from 7,833 to 8,186 ; and the average 
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daily attendance from 6,277 to 6,463. While the State has contributed 
Rb. 22,936-3, the people have furnished Rs. 21,184-18-9 j being lai increase of‘ 
Rs. 1,180-11 to the State, and Rs. 1,861-1-9 to the people, over the expenditure 
of the previous year. The contribution of the people includes sums due 
for tbe previous year, which were not then realized. 

277. Owing to financial restrictions, not a single grant was made during the 
year under review. The uicrcase in the number of schools and State expenditure 
is therefore o^ing to grants sanctioned during the last year which were not 
utilized, or hut'"partially so, before the coiniuencemcnt of the year under 
rc|)ort. 

278. Muhlle claxs iwyfe/t.—The following table exhilvits the general condi¬ 
tion of these schools. 
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279. There arc five of this cl.a.ss against iimr of the ptasvious year, I)ut the 
.Mekligunj English night school, which is entirely self su])porting, ean hanlly he 
pro]ierly termed a school, being an a.s.sociation of grown up persons who, Iroin 
a desire to Iccarn English, have subscribed to ])ay a master, and meet for a few 
hours iit night for the purpose of receiving instruction from him, the, duties of 
their various callings leaving them no time for stvidy during the day. 


280. At the last minor scholarship examination, in competition with 

Assiim, four of our candidates passed against one of the ])rcvious j'car, and one of 
them, a meniher of the family of the late Bykant Cliuuder Mustafec the founder 
and endower of the Gohracharra school, occupied the first place on the list of 
about 300 successful candidates. • 

281. The Jotedars of the western portion of the State, mostly Mahome<hin8, 
have come forward greatly to their credit with a liberal monthly subscription to 
raise the Mekligunj middle into a higher class school. 


stnn MAo/ars/«p.—The encouragement held out to Sanscrit scholar¬ 

ship m the Raj mduced the Brahmins of Baneswar to open a during tJie 









year under rcvlttr, so that cn the 31st March last there were four against three 
Sanscrit toks of the previous 3 ear. , 

283. At the last Sanscrit scholarship examination seven candidates 
appeared, of whom four passed ; three obtained State scholarships, tenable for 
three years, and one the Temphi Kcholarsliip, founded by Babu Bykanta Chandra 
Miistaliio, and tenable for one 3 ear. 

284. Middle claxx veniacular ftclinoix .—There are 03 schools *of this class 
iiLaiiist an etpiul number of the ])rc;vioii.s year, with a roll call of 3,381, and an 
average daily attcndaiic(! of 2,8(5.') against 3,204 and 2,718 respectively of the 
jM-evious year. 

285. At the last vernacular scholaivship examination 28 of our boys passed 
against 20 of the ))revious year. The Sujterintcndent informs me that the 
Assam standard for this examination is higher than that of Bengal, and that he 
is (|uite willing to run his next year candidates in competition with the Kajshj’c 
circle if it can be arranged. It may be too late to arrange for the Coocli Behar 
ji,i])crs going to Kajshye this year, as the cnrriculnni may be different, but 1 
liiink it would be satisfactory to try, as soon as practicable, how our Imys come 
out in the examination of the division to which the State is attached. The 
c.xanfaiations at Cooch Behar are conducted in theprescnce of one or other of the 
higher State otlicials, who take it in turn to nionnt guard, and thus everv 
pree.atition is taken against the jios.sibilitj’ot the candidates receiving assistance 
of any description, or making use of papers or books of reference. 

280. 1‘riiujtri/ ^duration .—The total number of IVlmarv .Schools of all 
classes, and of the i)upils reading in them is shown in the following table;— 
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287. The public test of the efficiency of these schools is the Primary 
scholarship examination. The annexed table shows the results of this examina¬ 
tion for the year under review. 
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288. Dinliatii wiis ii cwitri^ of L'.xamiiiatioii this year for the first time, 
to suit the coiivcmieiice of candidates. Jt will he observed that out cit a total of 
28!( boy candidates 2(10 pas.sed. Of the 12 <’'irl candidates G pas.scd. Jhe pro])or- 
tion of Hindus to Mahomedans is fairly borne out. 

280. For all this number of qualified scholars oidy 40 scholarships were 
available. This h‘d to niy sujseestin" to the Superintendent that the standard 
of ditiicidty mi^ht be rai.sed in future e.xaminations ; but he pointed out that our 
standard was already a hi<.di(‘r one than that usual in I’enoal ; and that to raisi 
it still further would be injurious, us it would lead to the jriirus ■tivin;: an 
undue amount of attention to jjieked candidates, and ne^dectin^T the lowt r classes 
of their pathsalas. In this ] think he is probably ri^rht. 


21)0. The followini,' taltle ffives the caste and .social status of the 40])ritnary 
scholar.s to whom scholarshi])s were awarded this j-ear. 
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1 he .scholarshi[).s are awarded in order of merit, with this reservation, that one 
' 1 1 are specially set ajtart for candidates for the more backward jMirtsof the State. 

2!)1. Xijrht schools have increased in number by 2 during the year there 
>emg .0 aided, against 23 of the iirevious year. The itn-aided night schools are 

in num er, as last ) enr, but shew a slight improvement in strength and 
average attendance. * ^ 


nimil!l“‘ i were 49 Girls’ schools, with a roll call of 651 

uXr T attendance of 445, on the closing day of the year 

por , against 43 schools and 560 girls, with an average daily attendance 
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303. Post office at Huldibari. —This building is 24' x 33'. It has been 
constructed of bamboos with shl posts and mud floor. There are two out offices 
(one cook house and one runner’s house) attached. The former is 16' x 8’, 
and the latter 36' x 12', constructed of the same style as the main building. 

A portion of the compound has been enclosed and made suitable for the 
Andar of the Postma-ster. The total cost was Its 616. 

30t. Band Master's house. —This house was built in tlje town as a 
nwidcnce for Air. Scboeiieman ; but was nenau- occupied by him, as he preferred 
living in the Commissioner’s old Cutelujrry which is now in disuse. It is a 
small and neat thatched bungalow with two rooms, and bath room and closet, 
and has two out houses. It will come in useful if we liave any more contractors 
licrc, and we cuti charge them rent for it. Otherwise it can be sold. It co.st 
altogether Ib 673. It was in this house that Air. Paterson was accommodated 
during his illness, and in it that he died. 

Repadis. 

30,j. Bepuli/ Conuiiissioner's Biiiujaloic. —New thatching has been doiu; 
in addition to other necessary repairs. One new house has been (erected for 
the syces; new thatching to the stable, and necessary repairs to otlu'r 
out-houses. 

'J’lie fa<!t that all the Stab* stables are at pr(!sent attached to this bungalow 
n'luhn* the annual repairs necessarily more extensive. 

306. Alost of tlie bungalows and out oflices in tlic Nilcoti needed 
iK'W thatching, and some weno seriously damaged by a storm during the year. 
Tlie woi'k done however does not mjed special notice. 

307. Xormal and Guru Trainin;/ schuol. —New thatching has been 
done and new matwalls provided to the former. 

308. New Central building and wings. —The cornices and mouldings of 
the ccutml building were considerably damaged by the heavy rain which set in 
heforc the plaster had had time to harden thoroughly, and repair’s were necessary. 

I thought, however,*the cement and jdaster work in the porch and ornamental 
portion of this building were of inferior quality, and I have taken the Superin¬ 
tendent to ta.sk about it. The fact is that really first class and thonnighly 
durable plasttn’ing and ornamental work cannot l)o done at the rates liitherto 
shown in our estimates. The west wing or old part of tliis building has had a 
new cement floor laid down. 

309. Autit Khana, or Bkurmsala. —There are six houses in this Dhurm- 
sala, and all have undergone thorough repair during the year. 

310. Sub‘diiiiaioml Buildings. —Repairs liavc been executed to all three 
Sub-divisional officers’ houses; which are State property. 

Most of the Sub-divisional houses have stood in need of new thatching, 
which has been done. A new out office to the Bispensary’, andaneww'ard in 
the look-up have been constructed at Matliabanga. 

311. Rupees 10,180 was provided in the budget under the head of repairs, 
and ft. 9,896 have been eiirended during the year. 
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Town Improvement. 


312 The nature of the Coocli Behar town, and the plans adopted for its 
improvement have been fully deseribed in previous reports. The works done 
during the year are as follows:— 

313. Tank in the block to the east of Sagordiggy.—This was completed 
last year without turfing on the slopes and banks which has been done during 
the year. Bs -2,027 of the cost were however paid or adjusted during the yenr 
under report. 

311. This tank is 390'x 380' including the portions 

enlarged. It has been deepened about 13 feet in average, and the earth used 
in filling up a large number of holes witliin 1,000 feet lead from the cc-ntre 
of the "tank on three sides. Tlic fourth side is open ground. Tin- compound 
of the new dispensarv has also been raised al)Out a foot, with the earth takem 
from the tank. This* tank has been pumped out by a centrifugal pum]» worked 
by tlie engine recently purchased. 

315. The above work, whieli is most important and beneficial, is still 
going on, and will probably be anotln'r year in completion. It will pi-obably 
he necessary to enlarge the tank still more to the south, so as to obtain sufliei(‘iit 
('arth for filling .all the ohnoxious holes and cesspools within tin- distance of 
1,090 feet, as above specified. AVhen eom])leted it will, as is estimated, cost 
over Bs. 18,000. As we cannot devote the whole of the annual grant for 
town imjn'ovement to one quarter exclusively it is necessary to spread the 
work over two or thrce yeai-s. The amount expended on it during the year 
under report was Bs. C,338. 


310. The digging of three other tanks; viz., one old tank near tin* 
B'l jae.lar, a new one in tlu; block to the east of the Laldiggy, and another new 
one to the south of th(> Boujehala road, has been eommeneed dunng the year, and 
continued until the setting in of the rains, l)ut none of them have been completed. 
On tlu! above three tanks, and on the cora])letion of the roads commenced 
in the previous year, and in other petty xvorks, Bs. 2,798 were exi)ended 
(luring the year. 

317. A masonry well Av.as constmeted in the Nilcoti, which was verj^ 
badly off for drinking water, at a cost of Bs. 589. 


318. Out of 22 masonry culverts estimated for, 11 have been constructed 
during the year. 

319. Metalling Town Hoads .—Three roads were taken in hand during 
the year, of which one from the North East corner of the Sagordiggy to the 
main i-oad that runs from the Palace to the Nilcoti, and another from the 
South-east comer of the same tank to the Jail, have been completed. The 
toird from the Jail to the Maharani’s, or main road, is in progress. 
Provision for the completion of this, and for another road in the Nilcoti, and 
one in the town, has been made in the budget for the* current year. 

'wooden culverts, cast iron pipes have 

been substituted to a smaU extent in the Sagordiggy square, and the NUcoti. 
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of 414 of the preceding year ; showing an increase of 6 schools, and 91 girls ; and 
an increased daily attendance of 31, as shown in the subjoined table. • 


Class of Insti¬ 
tution. 

No. of Institutions. | 

Numbkii of 
Stude-sts. 

Relioion. 

Lkcoue. 

Money ai'tn- 
ally ei- 
jiemlcd (lu¬ 
ring the year. 

On rt>U on 31st 
March. 

o 
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1 

Total. 

1 Ktato grant. 
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Tot At. 

• 
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Rs. A. r. 

1 
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Kb. a. P. 
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172 

45.5 

12,43.5 6 0 

482 12 0 

2,918 2 0 

2.918 2 0 

Xtaaided. 
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a iris' SoIkmiIs. 

l(! 

19(> 

1 

1 1.51 ' 

1 

109 

87 

190 

1 

i . 

1 

207 12 0 

207 12 0 

207 12 0 

Tot-il. 

4J) 

i 

1 0.51 

445 

j 392 

259 

051 

2,43.5 0 0 

690 8 0 

1 

; 3,12.5 14 0 

3.12.5 14 0 


111 187i the number of girls schools in the State was 15, and of the pupils therein 
At present there are 41) seliools Avith 051 jmpils. 

2f).‘i. Last yiiar two girls coinjicted successfully for iirivnary scholar- 
shijis, and two were awarded to them from the general number available. 1 
hear that these tAvo girls are likely to appear at the next vernaeular scholarship 
examination. This year tAvelvc girls entered to conijietc, but tAA'o Avere jire- 
vented by illness. Often actual coinjictitors six jiassed. Next year I think a 
t(>w s|iecinl seholarshijis may be awarilcd to girls. This Avas recommended 
last year, but has not yet been seriously considered. The Lieutenant-Governor 
in his Kesolution on the Animal Keport expressed himself as averse to hasten¬ 
ing on jirematurely Avhat appeared a natural and spontaneous inclination 
toAvards progress in this direction. 

294. School Book Societ ;/.—The number of books sold during the year avus 
](),GS7, and the value Avas I’s. 5,290 against 15,331 and Ils. 4,175 re.spectively 
for the previous year. The soernty has thus maintained its usefulness, and 
slightly extended its operations. There are seven agents at Avork, the .same 
number us last year. 

295. The folloAving table shoAvs the Avork done by the Deputy Superinten¬ 
dent in each circle. 


NAME OK THE DEPUTY SUPER¬ 
INTENDENTS or SCHOOLS. 

i 

Circle. 

1 Numlkcr of 
soIiooIr under 
iiu(]>cction. 

! 

“ ^ i 
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1 
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J.S? 
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of Kducatloii. 

„ ProHana Chundra Mookerjee 

Southern 


802 
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899 13 

0 


„ Baaanta Kumar 8cii nfilcia- 

Ditto 


81 
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.'i2 0 
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ting for ■ montli and half. 



1 





„ Navakumor Ckakrarerti for 
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.29 0 
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> 1 , BhagabatU Cbaran Banerjeo 

Ditto 

1 

288 

1,9!)0 

508 1 

0 

I 

Total 


'866 

945 

5,728 

1.413 18 

0 
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296. The Deputy Superintendents are all well spoken of by their superior 
officer, as active and hard working, and from what 1 have seen of them I can endorse 
his opinion. The year has been a very trying one : sickness and scarcity are 
sworn enemies to education, and it has only been by constant encouragement and 
supervision that the primary schools have been kept from suffering severely from 
the effects of cholera, floods, and bad harvests, which, as it is, have told severely 
nj)on some of them. 

297. Bu': I feel bound to say that in my oi)inion the very great success which 
lias attended the efl'ort.s of the Educational Department in Ooocli Bchar during 
the past nine years is mainly due to the untiring assiduity disidayed in its in¬ 
terest bv the .^UM* 1 ‘iiiii’ii'lriii Babu Ivashi Jiant ilukerjca. 


•SECTIO.V XII.—rUDLIC WOKKS DlirAlITMENTS. 

298. The report on the working of these two departments tor the jiast 
official year will necessarily be somewhat mon* meagre than those fur the two 
years jir'eceding it. The year has been one of progress, reconstruction, or repair, 
and except a bridge or two, no new original works of imjiortance have been iin- 
d(“rtakcn. The full I'eport already submitted on the damages caused by the flood 
renders it unnecessary to swell the annual report with any lengthy notice of the 
disaster; while, under the head of Extraordinary I’ublic AVorks, the fact that 
Afessrs. (icneste and Smallwood have determined to reli'r the question of their 
diilerenccs with us to the arbitration of a Coind of Law renders it undesirable 
to say more ujion the subject here than is absolutely necessary. 

299. A separate special report on the working of the Artizans ScIuhiI is 
appended, as desfred by the Lieutenant Governor in his Resolution on last year’s 
report. 

rUIlLlC WORKS OUIJIXAIIV. 

800. The total allotment for the year under review was Rs 2, IT,900, of 

which Rs. 50,000 was sanctioned in a 'U-;' .budget in consequence 

of flood damages. The total outlay was Ks 1,8.’>,2.58. Out of an amount 
of Rs 25,000 provided for the Central Emigration Road, in Julpigoree, which 
is under the Deputy Commissioner of that district, and with which our officers 
have nothing to do, Rs. 10,000 only were remitted during the year. It wa.s in 
ray ojiinion a mistake providing the money for this road in oui- Public AA orks 
budget. It is not a State work, and as we have no control over the expen¬ 
diture it cannot be adjusted in the Audit office. AA'C have hitherto received no 
account of the manner in which the sums remitted on account of this toad 

have been expended, and they are still held ns advances recoverable in our 
accounts. 

301. Tlie works executed during the year are described and classified 

as follows;— 


Civil Buildings.—- fOnyma/.j 

302. ^e*o e?eM««fsAed.--Thi8 house is 260'xliOUtmstructed with 

flLr r with brick-on-edge 

2^ J io ^^dation for 26 elephants; each being allowed a space 
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322. Repairs to town Roads.—Beside the above, necessary repairs have 
been executed to the roads and existing bridges and culverts; and one of the 
wings of the masonry culvert in the Nilcoti that was damag^ by the flood 
has been renewed. The road that runs from the Jail to the main road has been 
partly raised. 

323. The total eost under this head was Es. 2,488 against Bs. 2,600 
provided in the budget. 


Communication. 

324. There are at present 223 miles of road under thePublic Works 
Department of Cooch Behar, of which 72 miles were constructed during 
the year preceding that under report. 

325. The various lines of road, with their respective length, are enumera¬ 
ted as follows:— 


Emigration Road west of Cooch Behar ... 

... 43 miles. 

Ditto ditto east of Cooch Behar or Dhubri Road 

19 

do. 

Rungpore Itoad ... 

22 

do. 

Buxa Road 

12 

do. 

Bowtcc Road 

4 

do. 

Ealacotta Road ... 

6 

do. 

Lowkooty Road including a branch to Ealimari 

26 

do. 

Cross Itoad from Dinhata to Meckligunj 

40 

do. 

Ditto ditto from Mathabhanga to Shitidkoochi 

12 

do. 

Ditto ditto from Cooch Behar to Gossainmari 

14 

do. 

Kalighat Itoad ... 

2 

do. 

Poorbabhag Road 

12 

do. 

Shitie Road 

6 

do. 

Sagordiggy Road 

3 

do. 

Village Road from the touTi to Godum ... 

2 

do. 

Total 

... 223 

do. 


326. No new yoads have been opened or commenced during the past year. 
Tlie damages caused by the flood gaA'c us quite enough employment for all 
the lalmur that we could command; apart from financial considerations. 
Besides, the roads already existing are sufiicient for the existing exigencies of 
traflio, and though additional facilities of communication here and there may 
create additional traffic, our resources are not sufficiently elastic to admit of 
large expenditure, which though remotely productive, and undoubtedly bene¬ 
ficial to the people, cannot add a rupee to the revenue for some time to come. 
The road which it is now most desirable to take in hand, raise, and bridge 
is the old fair weather road brandling off from the emigration road about two 
miles west of Cooch Behar, and connecting it with Ealacotta and those parts 
of the State lying along the western portion of the boundary between the State 
and the Julpigoree Dooars. This will however be a very expensive work, as the 
line lies through a great deal of low land, and is crossed by many water 
courses. 

827. Two large and important bridges have been completed during the 
year. The first of these, which is over the Dhurla river, near Patgram, on the 

B 
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eiiiiii'iatiuii vcrtd ami in Biitisli ti'iiiloiT, is the largest pile bridge as yet con- 
stnieled in C'oneh Ib'har. It is 380 feet long, (•oristrueted Avith 19 openings of 
20 feet stian in eaeli. This bridge is a great boon to cartmen trafficking 
betn een .('oocli Belmr and Euldibari. Its total eost was Bs 10,383. The other 
brid<n> over tl.e Glmrgluirrea river on the Lowkoti Road is 200 feet long. It 
is oim of three large Inidges i)ro,ieet('d for this road. The other two, over the 
I)eepo and Goddadhnr liveis were not eoinnieneed dining the year, owing to 

sanction not being rendved in liine to allow of piles being driven before the 

setting in of the rains. 


:528. Lowkoli Bund.—Thh road was completed last year. The new' earth 
work having snlfered eonsiderahly from the flood, repairs had to he executed. It 
was also thought advisable to increase the number of bridges, and accordingly 
two new ones one of GO feet in length and one of 14 feet were constructed in 
the 12th and 4th mile respectively, and one of 30 feet, between the Gur- 
ghurrea and Kaljaiice rivers, enlarged to 60 feet. It was found possible to do all 
this out of savings on the original estimate for the road, so that the amount 
lirovided in the suiiplcmentary budget for special repairs was not drawn uj)on, 
except to a trifling extent for earth work. 


329. Crosn Bond from Bhlmta to MekUgmj road which was 

corniiletcd in the preceding year, except turfing, was seriously damaged hy the 
flood iu the jiortion between the rivers Ehurla and Singimari. But it being 
a new road the accounts had not been finally adjusted, and it was found possi¬ 
ble to repair .all damag('s out of what would otherwise have been savings on 
('stimate. Jso provision was therefore made iu the supplementary estimate 
submitted on aecount of damages to this road, though they weiai of eoui-se 
alluded to in tlu' report. Besides repair of earth work &e. two new^ bridges 
were constructed for increased watei-way; one of oO feet and the other of 
20 feet. 


330. Cross Bond from Mathabhanga to SUulkoochi .—Ifliis road was also 
com])le(ed during the year before last, except turfing, which was done last year. 
The road suffered scverly from over flooding. Throe bridges that were washed 
away have been renewed. Provision for increased waterway was made in the 
s[)ecial estimate, and materials were collected for new bridging wdiich will he 
done this year. 

831. Cross Boadfrom Cooch Behar to Oossainimari .—Tliis road has 
been entirely completed during the year under report, with a bridge of 36 feet 
span on the roadway near Gossainimari. A portion of the first section was 
seriously damaged by the flood, and the cost of the special repairs wms estima¬ 
ted for. They are not yet completed. 

332. Bowti Boad .—The embankment of this road was not damaged. 
One bridge, the approach of which was cut away, has been sufficiently enlarged, 
and the enlargement of the one over Boora Torsa below the dAk bungalow 
has been taken in hand. 

333. Falacotta Boad.—The earth work estimated for has been completed, 
and the damages caused by the flood repaired. 

334 The amount provided in the original budget under the head of 
construction of roads and bridges was ft 80,900; of this ft 44 610 only 
were expended owing principally to the non-construction of thi4 bridges 
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estiniatoil for; viz. over the Boora Teeiitta, Deepo, and God/ladliur rivers. 
Besides the above amount ft 50,OW) nere sanctioned out of tlie amount 
estimated for repairs to flood damages for the expenditure of tye year under 
review. Of this amount B*. 39,195 were expended, so that the total expen¬ 
diture on construction was Bs. 83,805, not so very much in excess of the 
original estimate in spite of the flood. But then the thme bridges abovemen- 
tioned are expensive ones. 

335. Ordinary Repairt .—The usual surface ropaire to all roads were 
of course executed, and a few small bridges and culverts havb been renewed. 
The wideth of the Buxa road was enlarged without turfing in the previous 
year, and it was turfed last year. Bs. 15,184 was the amount sanctioned 
under this head, and B». 14,099 were expended. 

336. The difliculty of keeping our roads in decent repair during the rains, 
when the ground is wet and sloshy, is greatly enhanced by the impossiblity of 
procuring sufficient labour. All the laliour employed by the Public Works 
Department is, as you are aware, imported, and the coolies return liefore the 
rains to their homes, with a very few exceptions. I have a scheme for obtaining lo¬ 
cal labour through the jotedars; paying liberally for work done, but making it 
compulsory on them to provide workmen from time to time in small numbers 
for the filling in of ruts before they become very bad ; but I do not yet know 
how my plan will answer. The men would of course work imder an overseer 
of the department, and would only be asked to work on roads within a mile 
or two of th(‘ir homesteads. In this way I would utilize the working population 
along the line of road in such petty repairs as would suffice to keep each road 
in fair order, and the work to be done in the cold weather when the annual 
influx of labourers commences would be proportionately less. 

337. Plantations .—I regret to say that the experimental teak plantations 
in the State may now be looked upon as a complete failm-e. They do not 
seem to grow an inch. Sissoo is the wood wldch flourishes best here of 
those I have seen; at least of fast growing trees. SM does fairly well in 
jilaces, but does not flourish as in the forests of the Terai. 

338. A good deal has been done in the way of plantation during the year; 
principally in providing for future avenues along the lines of road. 

» 

339. One thousand young s&l trees liave liecn brought from the Bhootau 
forests and planted in the Nilcoti; it remains to be seen whether they will 
prove a sucoess or not. 800 young Sissoo trees have also been planted near 
the Stock Yard. 

340. A number of trees liave been planted of different sorts, as a con¬ 
tinuation of the old avenue bn the Rungpore road. About a mile and a half 
of the emigration road has also been lined with young trees, in extension of the 
existing avenue immediately west of Cooch Bchar. Existing plantations have 
been maintained. 

341. The budget, allotmeiit under this head was Bs. 3,000, and the expen¬ 
diture Bi. 2,296. 

842. Babu Qobind Ghunder Roy, Superintendent of Works has continued 
throughout the year to merit approbation for the efficient dischai^ of his 
duties. 
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roitLn; wouKs KxriiAonmsAUY. 

343. During the past year comparatively little has been done in this 
department. <Three buildings only have been in course of construction, of 
Avhich two viz., the Eaoquet Court and Swimming Bath were completed but 
not paid for in full, OAving to non-adjustment of accounts, and want of sanction 
for increased expenditure. The third, the Jenkins School, was commenced in 
April and completed up to plinth level, after Avhich nothing further was done 
until January, when work was again commenced and continued, though but 
slowly, throughout the j’cmaiuder of the year. 

344. The state of Mr. Cane’s health haAdng necessitated a sea voyage, he 
was permitted to proceed to Australia at the commencement of the year under 
report. He returned to Cooch Bchar in June. During his absence Babu 
Gobind Chunder Roy was in nominal charge of the department, but most of the 
actual work was done by Mr. Robins the Clerk of Works, who had then been 
too recently appointed to enable us to judge of his qualifications for indepen* 
dent charge. 

345. After rejoining in June Mr. Cane continued in charge until Sep¬ 
tember, when he was ordered to Darjeeling, and made over charge of the 
department to Mr. Robins, who has since held it. 

346. Although little has been done in the way of actual building, the 
amount of work performed in the Architect’s office under Mr. Robins’ super¬ 
vision has been considerable. Revised estimates for the Jenkins and Normal 
schools, and for the Racquet Court and Swimming Bath have been prepared. 
An estimate and plans have been drawn out for the construction of the North 
Wing of the Palace as designed by Major Mant, with certain alterations to 
render it suitable to form by itself a residence for the Rajah and Rani; and 
in the way of out of door labour a quantity of bricks, nearly 18 lacs, have been 
burnt, scarcely if at all inferior to Messrs. Gcncstc and Smallwood’s best. 

347. The following extracts from Mr. Robins’ report regarding the Jenkins 
School, Swimming Bath, and Racquet Court are given verbatim:— 

“The progress made in erecting the three buildings, Bath, Eacquet Court and 
“ Jenkins’ school is as tollows. 


“ The Eacquet Court was completed in December last, at the cost of Rs. 17,691 which 
“ is an excess over original estimate of Bs. 4,310, and was (with the exception of an item 
" for Es. 818 caused by necessary increase in height of building incidental to relieving 
“ arches being turned over first floor openings, and one or two trifling sums for objects 
such as marking out, playing linos, coloring floor of court &c.) entirely owing to the 
estimator having^ omitted to put in the ornamental portions of building, and also having 
greatly under-estimated the cost of cement work. 


“ The Eaoquet Court is now ready to be handed over to the Public Works Ordinary. 

, “8*»m®mg Bath is also finished, and it too has exceeded in cost the original 
estimate (which was including contingencies Rs. 30,042) by Es. 17,066. This heavy 

excess was made up in the same way as that of the EkoquetCoqrt by omissions in esti- 

- Gearing house, by an absolutely necessary 

^ crease m materials to make the works effective. It was found in this instance that 

‘ tructed atThfi* T" P****®”® ^ 

‘ naranet had to * "lemaUy designed, the consequence of this was that the well 
^ plinth of Mill house with it as the shafting 

connecting the two must be perfectly horizontal, and at the same level. 
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“ The well has nufortimately turned out a failure owing to the continual rush of 
“ sand choking up the spring: dredging was resorted to but had to be abandoned, as it was 
“ found that the sand was coining away from under the Mill house (the near wall of which 
“ is only one foot from parapet of well) and that it (the Mill house) was settling to one 
“ side. The superstructure of Mill house it is true might have been taken down, and the 
“ danger of an accident through its falling in that way removed, but I found, after 
“ two or three days working the dredger, that the earth was cracking at a distance of 
“ 4 or 6 feet from the wall of Mill house nearest the Bath, which is only separated by 
“ about 18 feet from it. I therefore stopped the dredger as I considered the foundations 
" of the Bath would be endangered by its working. 

“ The Bath has however been filled from the river in order not to disappoint the Rajah 
“ at a cost which will not exceed Rs. 180, and in the early part of the ensuing year I pro- 
“ pose to lay a scheme before you for supplying the Bath with water from a tank adjacent 
“ to Thakiirbarce. 

“ Jenl ins’school. —The foundations were commenced in the early part of April last, 

“ and the work carried on with fair speed until plinth level was reached, at which point 
“ the work was stopped, I believe for formal sanction to the contractor having the work, 

“ and in order that a pucca agreement might he signed by him. The work had been com- 
“ menoed when Gobind Babu was in charge of Public Works Extraordinary, and continued 
“ after charge of department was retaken over by Mr. Cane. The building remained at 
“ plinth level from about the end of September up to January 1879, and in the mean time 
“ Mr. Cano had left for Darjeeling. 

“ Shortly after my receiving charge of Department from Mr. Cane a revised estimate 
■“ for Jenkins’ school was called for, it was submitted, and the order came to go on with 
“ the works. The original estimate was for Rs. 35,454, the revised came to Rs. 44,577. An 
“.ig'M i:;. iii was drawn up on properly stamped jjaper and signed by Mr, Hanlon (tho 
“ contractor who had previously commenced to work,) and building operations com- 
" ineuced forthwith. 

‘ The work up to date has reached door arch extrados level, and has and is being 
■“ energetically puslual forward by the contractor who has bound himself to complete the 
work in 12 months from date of signing agreement under a penalty of Rs. 60 per month 
“ for every month beyond the term agreed to. 

S'iS. The contract signed hy Mr. Hanlon is to complete the work at the 
rate given in the revised estimate. It was necessaiw, I considered, to antiei- 
])atc sanction in this instance. The rates were the same as those submitted 
for the Normal School, and as the building was completed up to plinth Indore 
the revised estimate was ready it was desirable to proceed with it, and not to 
keep workmen idle longer than absolutely necessary. I am scmsible that a 
great deal of responsibility has been thrown on me, and a great deal of trouble 
occasioned by the very inefficient manner in which the first estimates for all 
these extraordinary buildings have been prepared; and yet I cannot say that 
I consider any single individual to blame.* Want of experience of loc^al rates 
was the bane of all the estimators. The Superintendent’s rates were for a 
very dilTerent class of work. It would Iw satisfactory, to me at least, if a 
Superintending Engineer of experience were deputed to inspect the works 
done, and make local enquiries as to whetlier money has or 1ms not been wasted. 

349. Mr. Robins’ account of the progress of brick manufacture is also 
given in original, together w'ith a brief account of the coal transactions 
with Rai Jodunath Roy Bahadoor, and statement showing the quantity of coal 
received and the cost per 100 maunds. 

♦ I am referrinR of oourso to tho iiwuffiownny of the ratoe provided, and to that only. Kor the mistaken made 
in calculations and in taking out qnantitlea 1 think some one in Major Mant's office undoubtedly ia to blamo. 
Mr. Oauc I believe had nothing himwlf to do with this portion of the work; being altiigothcr employed on the 
drawings. 
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"Brirh and Tikn.-l linvo niouklcd and burnt during the present Bcason 17,86,099- 
•' bricks and a2,/;t(i9 tiles, and have already supplied the contractors with about 40,000 first 
“ class brick from that amount, and about an etjual number of Ist class bricks from those 
“ proposed to be purchased from Messrs. Geneste and Smallwood, but the bricks belonging 
“to them have not been given to the contractors since your order to discontinue doing so 
“ on account of the unsettled state of their affairs. ’ 

“My first proposition was to m.akc 25 lacs of bricks during the season passed, but I found 
“ throimh the difficulty in obtaining carts and, as a consequence of that, in getting wood 
“ conveyed, that it was not possiblt! to burn the number of face bricks I originally intended, 
“ and as it'was out of the question to burn them with coal, partly on account of the inferior 
“nature of the clay, and partly through the difficulty (owing to the badness of the coal) 
“ of arriviim at the exact quantity necessary to burn the bricks well without an undue per- 
“ centage of jhamma being the result, that (as stated above) I thought it advisable 
“ to stop when 17 lacs odd had been moulded and finish the total next season, intending 
“ to collect a good supply of wood during the summer months for that purpose.” 

“Of the bricks made by the Superintendent of Public Works Ordinary on 
“ account of palace Buildings, 12,47,431 have been purchased by the Public Works 
“ Dej)artment Ordinary, by the sale of which a sum of Rs. 15,666 has been realised and 
“paid into the Treasury, and 1,(I2,.583 have been used in foundation and plinth of the 
“ Jenkins’ School. The balance has not as yet been made over by the Public Works 
“ Superintendent, and remains tor adjustment during the present year.” 

The cost of the bricks made by Mr. Robins is estimated at Rs. 13-8 per 
1,000 but may be a little less. Until they are counted out, which is now iM'ing) 
done as fast as the weather permits, the exact cost cannot be ascertained. 


“ Coal .—Up to date the total amount of coal received from Jodunath Rai Bahadoor, 
“ the agent employed for that purpose by the State on behalf of New Buildings, is 84,2()r) 
“ inaunds, out of which amount 0,4(i0 maunds were supplied to Messrs. Geneste and Small- 
“wood, 1,025 maunds to Mr. Hanlon, 2,394 mauiids to Jail, and 425 maunds to Kurmoo 
“ Mistree, to Artizan School 50 maunds, and 490 maunds were issued for use of steam launch 
“ and 34 maunds were expended in tilling the Swimming Bath. There is lying at Toofangunj 
“ 1,924 maunds of coal out of which 50 maunds were taken by the steamer on return trip, 
“and at Sissubtollah 559 maunds, and out of the balance that remained about 12,000 
“ maunds have been expended in brick making this season ; which leaves, with the coal at 
“ Toofangunj and Sissubtollah, a balance of 5,400 maunds unexpended. The following is a 
“ synopsis of expenditure under the head of coal.” 


• 

Amount. 

1 Total cost Inclmliiig 

1 carriage to Couch 

1 Ueliar. 

I 

1 Ii^ued. 

1 

Quantity. 

V Mile. 1 

1 

Rh. Am. V. 


Md«. 

f'oal roccived from Rai Jodn Nalli 
Rai Baliadoor. 

34,20(1 

44,072 3 0 

iRfiued to CioTicAtc and Small- 

wtKKl for manufacturing Rrickfi. 

6,460 

Add outBtanding bills ... 


flOO 0 0 

! IfiBuud t(j Mr. Hanlon. 

1,034 

Totac 

1 

44,672 3 0 

1 For Brickmaking and miscellancoag 

1 Total . 

j Balance in stock . 

OB4SD Total. 

15,443 

22,937 

11,269 

.34,206 


AvuntKo cost, (jf 1(H) luaandx to StaU: lS(M-]0. 


350 . As is known to you the total amount,of coal despatehed by Rai Jodu¬ 
nath Roy was considerably in excess of that received b^ us, owing to losses in 
transit, some boats having been unloaded by the manjees, who then decamped 
an w 0 lave never since been traced. More than 10,000 maunds of coal were at 
one ime missing in this manner, of which a portion only was recovered. Rfli 

and the loss consequently has fallen 
having dp ’ A landed at Kaligunj, the manjees 

kavms decked the of Eungpor withtaudhlent ehata; aid the 
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cost of boat hire from tlicro to Nooukhowa raakn-ially added to the gross cost 
of the coal. Rai Jodunath Roy is of opinion that the prospect of recovering 
damages from tlie ghat manjees is too uncertain to render it prudent to bring 
a suit against them. The heavy river traffic which was the consequence of 
the Madras famine made it exceedingly difficult to get boats at all, and the 
consequence was that the coal was despatched in driblets, and it was impossible 
to exercise entire control over the manjees in charge of each consignment. 

3.51. In pricing the coal to the contractors, Messr.s. Genesteand Smallwood, 
we have, with your np[)roval, excluded the cost of the; missing boat loads and fixed 
a maximum price of Ks. 112 per 100 maunds, that being the rate originally 
given to them as the probable cost, which was not to be exceeded. The 
consequence! is that a portion of the total cost to the State will have to be Avritten 
oil' to profit and loss. The rate to be charged to Mr. ll.anlon and also that as.sumcd 
for the basis of calcidation of cost jxir 1,000 of the bricks made by Mr. Robins is 
Rs. 132 per 100 maunds. Tins, however, is only approximate, the accounts not 
having been finally adjusted. 

3.52. Mr. Cane just before bis departure to Darjeeling made an expedition 
to Buxa for the purposing of exploring the neigbourhood for supplies of Umc!- 
slone, and other stones suitable for buildings. Ills researches tend to show that 
much valuable stone is obtainable at no great distiince from the Euxa road, and 
that lim(! could be burnt there in any quantity. I fear, however, that his ideas 
about water carriage arc! not based on correct information. I believe it impos¬ 
sible to bring lime, from anywhere near Buxa, in boats. In the cold weather 
however linu', may, I belicA'e, b(‘ buirit and carted to Cooch Bcliar at a less cost 
than we now pay for Sylhet lime, and the lime so carted would have all the 
advantage of freshness. 


353. Mr. Robins, the officer in present charge of this department, appears to 
me to be a very boiu'st workiu'. lit! has bad threes year's of Calcutta experience 
in the firm of Messrs. Mackintosh Burrr & Co., and though be cannot pretend 
to Mr. Cane’s a-stbetic knowledge, or skill .os a draughtsman and designer, he is, 
1 consider, far more fitfixl to deal with natives, and better qualified probably to 
carry out Mr. Cane’s designs, with Bengali workmen, than Mr. Cane himsrdf. 


• SKOTION xm,— AUTIZAN SCIIOOU 

354. In my report on this school for 187G-77, I wrote as follows. “The 
combined Departments (Blat^ksmiths and Carjrcnters) have cost the State during 
the last year just 5 rupees.” 

335. The fact that notwithstanding this assertion, and the statement 
(a correct one) that the other departments were self supporting, a considerable 
sum was asked for in the budget to carry on the school, atti'acted the notice 
of the Govomment, and led to the Lieutenant-Governor calling for a special 
report on the subject to be submitted this year. 

356. A perusal of the report above aUuded to will shew that I was not 
altogether satisfied myself as to the working of the school under its then 
existing management, but I certainly had not suspected what has since been 
shewn, vis., that the annual returns were worthless, being to a gi-eat extent 
fictitious, for the following reasons:— 

367. The Superintendent of Education, an invaluable officer in his own 
sphere, was perhaps of all the State officers the least fitted for the charge of 



aa experimental school of mechanics where practical results were the true 
criterion of success. Though doubtless an excellent mathematician, he has 
proved himseff an extremely had accountant and lamentably ignorant of finance. 

358. Tear by year for three years i. e. from 1874 to 1876 ho has shown iu his 
annual statements of receipts and expenditure “ value of articles in course of 
construction and of raw material in hand,” in one column, the value of articles 
actually manufactured and sold being shown in another, and the total of the two, 
columns being given as the assets of the year, to be set against the expenditure. 

359. Of course he was right to show the value of raw material in hand, 
which represents so much cash and is dealt with in the same way in the returns 
of the Pul)li<) "VTorks Department. But while he showed in one year the value 
of articles in progress of manufacture, he credited the price realized for those 
very same articles as part of the income of the year in which they were com¬ 
pleted and sold; thus shonnng their value twice over. A comparison of the 
sums remitted to the treasury with the Superintendent’s annual return would 
at once have exposed the fallacy of this system, but as the detailed a(!Count8 of 
the department were all right there was notliing to excite the attention of the 
Audit Office, and the inconsistency of the annual returns with the treasury 
accounts seems to have escaped the notice of my predecessors, as it did mine 
for rather more than a year. My idea at first was that the financial defecit 
shown in the accounts of the institution was owing to the carrying forward of a 
quantity of old and useless material and unsaleable articles from year to year, 
and so in part it was. But that the value of the same articles was credited 
twice over I never suspected for a moment, nor was it the sort of mistake that 
was directly palpable to an unexperienced observer. But Babu Gobind Chunder 
Iloy, an essentially practical man, very soon found out the flaw in the accounts, 
and going through the whole of them, showed the amount of fal.se balance 
which had been carried forward from year to year, and what the actual losses 
of the department had been. 

360. Not the smallest suspicion of dishonesty attaches to any one con¬ 
nected with the school with reference to these accounts. It is manifest that 
nothing was to be made out of merely showing a fictitious income; the detailed 
accounts being correctly kept. A little undeserved credit might lie gained, but 
nothing further. But I acquit Babu Kasi Kant Mukerjea of having even 
realized the fact that his returns were fictitious. I admit that this conclusion 
is not to his credit as a man of business, but a good man of business he nevej 
was and never will be, in the financial sense of the word. 

361. The upshot of all this is that the school has cost the State Us. 7,079 
during the years 1874-75,1875-76 and 1876-77 whereas according to the returns 
of the buperintendent of Education the total cost to the State for those years 
was only Bs. 2,050. 

362. The history of the pa.st year shows a tendency to restored equilibrium. 
The following tabulated statement gives a synopsis of the working of tlie insti¬ 
tution and shows at once the value of articles manufactured, the value of raw 
mterial remaining unexpended from the previous year, and of that in stock at 
the close of the year under review, and the cost of estabUshments and of raw 
mate^ purcliased during the year; the first column giving the net income 
and the last the total expenditure, treating the value of raw material as cash 



Statement shewing the Receipts and Disbars, 



(Pd.) GOBIND CHUNDER BOY, 
Snpdt. of WorkSy P. I 
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363. It will be Been that the actual value of raw materials expended 
during the yjBar was Ks. 978, and that, if that amount only he charged against 
the year’s expenditure, the total cost of the establishment will have exceeded 
the income by a Uttle over Rs. 200. This is however assuming that aU the 
articles manufactured will ultimately be sold. There are a considerable number 
unsold at pi-escnt. 

361. I have erery hope that two or three years more may see this insti¬ 
tution with a Small annual balance on the credit side. Large profits cannot 
be expected with such an expensive establishment, of which the most highly 
paid workmen are employed more in teaching than in manufactuie of articles 
with their own hands. Nor is it desirable that the State should make a profit 
out of the school. Any largo increase of profit should at once be responded 
to with a deercase in the prices put upon the articles sold, for, with a staff ot 
instructing artisans to pay, it is not likely that we shall ever be able to under¬ 
sell the local artificer except in the way of giving the public better value for 
their money. 

365. The Superintendent of Works thinks that if the apprentices wer(> 
bound to work longer than three years the school would become self sui)p()rt- 
ing at once. He says that at present it is difficult to get them to remain on 
aft(!r the expiry of their term of agreement, even for reasonable wages; they 
j)rcfcr setting up for themselves, and thus they leave the school just as tlnw 
arc becoming useful, and beginning to pay for their instruction. I havt' this 
year instructed liim to take agreements to serve for five years, instead of three, 
from hoys under 14, if they or their parents can be got to agres*. \1'<‘ shall 
thus ultimately turn them out more finished artisans, and at the same time shall 
renp the benefit of their work when they have become comparatively skilful 
and quick working. At present the young hands work slowly ami spoil a 
good deal of material; and then, just as they are becoming useful, they leave 
the. school. 

366. There are three departments in the school; the Tailors, Carpentere, 
and Blacksmiths; of which the first is necessarily self supporting; the workmen 
being paid by a percentage on profits. 

367. In the blacksmiths’ department there are six articled pupils, one 
paid artisan, and one head artificer on lls. 30 a mouth. 

368. In the carpenters’ department there are forty-four articled pupils, 
two paid artisans, and one head artificer on Rs. 50 a month. 

369. The institution is one of the greatest public utility; and if only 
looked at in the light of a Palace workshop, it would be a great pity to 
suppress it. 
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miscellaneous. 

370. Northern Bengal Stale Hallway and Cooch Behar .—4 am happy 
to 1)6 able to say that the importance of Huldibari station in connection with 
State trafGc is undoubtedly increasing. The profits to be derived from the 
purchase of jute in Cooch Behar have attracted the notice of a Calcutta firm 
who have placed one of their memlK'rs there, and asked for land to build a 
bungalow on. The mabajans of Cooch Behar liavc also as a rule transferred 
their agency from Dhubri to Huldibari, and get their stores up by rail instea<l 
of by water. There are a good many well to do jotedars in the portion of 
the State west of tlie Tccsta, and they have shown an interest in the prospects of 
11 111 Jibari as a local teading centee, and have expressed a desire to liave a bazaar 
there under ofiieial supervision, and to subscribe towards the general improve¬ 
ment of the place, and especially towards founding a good school where English 
should b(* one of the lirauches of instruction. This latter idea is however rather 
premature. Host of the tobacco exported from the State still goes by w'ater. 
The Burmese merchants come every year up the Teesta with a flotilla of boats 
and purchase largely, paying higher ])riecs for good tobacco than we succeeded 
in gf'tting last year in Calcutta for that cured by Hr. Paterson. 

371. Kiehnaghnr Wards Tiistitniton. —The circumstances under which 
this institution took its origin were described in para. 3tl of last year’s report . 
The total number of boys now in charge of Babu Kali Das Bagchi is IG of 
whom 12 are Bajgnns, 2 are sons of tlie late Uewan Nilkomul Sanyal, whose 
I'ducation is a State charge, and 2 are the orphan sons of the late Bykant 
(Miuiider Hnstafee, jotedar of Gobiacbarra, who by his will constituted the 
State his sons’ guaivlians, having on bis death bed lx>gg(‘d of us to accept tbe 
idiarge, whiidi, in considt'ration of the position of the deceased and his public 
spirited etVorts in the cause of education during his life, wc were very willing 
to do. The expenses of these lads’ education at Krislmaghur is of course 
defrayed from the income of their Estate, which is considerable. 

372. The progress made by the young Eajguus both mental and phy¬ 
sical is in the highest degree satisfairtory. 'ITirec of them are reported to 
have obtained double promotion, this iM'iug, in tlie case of one of the three, 
the second year that be has been thus sent up two idasses at once. The boys 
are all practiced at exercises on the horizontal and parallel bars, and at swim¬ 
ming, riding, cricket, lawn tennis and badminton ; and there is every reason to 
believe that this institution may be instrumental in providing a numlier of 
congenial companions for the llajah from out of his own family. The total 
cost of this establishment including every thing for the past year was Bs 9,475-10 
of which fti 9,044-14-3 were chargc’able to the State account; the balance 
being on n<'wunt of the Qobracharra minors. 

373. The Prhtfing Office .—The work and consequently the cost of this 
establishment is annually increasing. For the year under report the total amount 
expended was ib 5,432 against B* 4,532 of the previous year. The stipend 
of the Superintendent, which quite inadequate to the work he was called 
upon to do, has been indroased to B» 60 per mensem, and a reader on H* 30, 
and another EnglLsh compositor on B* 20 have been appointed. The want of a 
reader was much felt during the previous year. 

874. The Press now consists of 1 Reader, 6 Compositors, 3 distributors 
and 3 Pressmen. These are assisted by 2 educated and 12 uneducated prisoners 
who are learning the work of Bengali compositors and Pressmen respectively. 
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One of the educated prisoners is reported to have made much progress 
and to render himself very useful. 

376. All forms required by the State offices and the Chaklajat office are 
supplied by the Press, which also executes orders received from the Commis¬ 
sioner and the district officers of the division when applied for with the Com¬ 
missioner’s sanction. Such orders are executed gratis. Tlie value of work turned 
out by Press may be estimated as folloAvs for the past year. 

Work done for the State ... ... fis 12,000 

Chaklajat ... ... ••• ••• .. 6,000 

Government ... ... ... „ 1,000 


18,000 


370. During the i)ast year the printing of the Settlement Regist('rs, an 
important and very difficult work, has beem completed. To have bad tlu'se 
printed in Calcutta would have cost a very large sum of money. 

377. Tlie Press establishment are rapidly gaining experience in quick¬ 
ness and facility of execution, and the lirat proofs now submitted by them are 
by no means so crude as tliey were two years ago. Latterly we linv(' takem 
to printing our own Stamps, and during the past year judicial, documentary, 
and court fee Stamps to the value of IL 1,15,000 have beem struck off. 

378. The Press is under the su])erintendence of Eabu Gopal Chunder 
Ghose, tlie Treasury Accountant, who himself checks all Financial and other 
statements involving correctness of figures, and devotes a considerable portion 
of Ms time to the general sujiervision of the establishment. 

J 370. Compilofion of orders having the force of Law.-—In compliance with 
instructions receivi'd from the Commissioner, a committee was appointed, 
consisting of the Dewan and the Fouzdari and Dewany Ahilkars, to collect and 
ejiitoniize all rules issued from time to time in the form of General Orders by 
previous Rajahs, or by a Rritish Cominmis.sioner, which according to 
custom have the force of law, and by which the Courts are guided in their 
decisions. 

c 

380. Tlie w'ork wms by no means so sinijile ns might at tiret sight appear. 
It involved a search throiigli the records of all departments for 15 years. From 
the mass of vernacular Roobokaries and English letters and resolutions, such 
orders as were still in force, not having been subsequently cancelled, w'ere 
collected and classilied in chapters, and finally submitted for my inspection in 
consultation with the committee. Such orders as were manifestly intended to 
provide for peculiar circumstances or exigencies no longer existing w'erc noted 
and put aside, and the remainder, classified according to subject and priority 
of issue, are at present being printed in the State Press and will lx? submitted 
during the cmTcnt year. 


381. Copy ing of old records .—The oFd Rajalis were very careless as 
regards the preseivation of records. Colonel Haughton the first Commissioner 
ot Gooch Behar, with the object of preseiwing important State papers, procured 
at the expense of the State copies of all letters and reports tlrnt had passed 
between the Rajahs of Cooch Behar and the officers of the British Government 
rom e yeai 77 to 1804, with the object of publishing those papers which 

were interesting or important. ^ ^ 
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382. A part of those, called the Cooch Behar Select records, were aidually 
published during his time. But many papers remained unprinted in the 
Commissioner’s office, and this fact was brought to my notice by thbl)ewan two 
years ago. Some correspondence ensued, and in July last year the Com¬ 
missioner approved of a proposal to send an officer to tahe copies of old 
documents in his office, w'ith a view to printing those that were important. Ac¬ 
cordingly an intelligent clerk has been deputed, first to Julpigoree, but now 
to Itamporc Bcauleali, and is still engaged in this work. 

• 

383. Experimental Cattle-hreedimj. —The proposal to purchase cattle and 
open an experimental cattle-breeding farm in each sub-division was taken up 
vei'y late in the year, and men were deputed with money to Tirhoot to purchase 
hulls and cows. Paddocks and sheds were prepared. It is as yet too early to 
give any opinion as to the success of the scheme, only some of the cattle 
having as yet arrived here. Its discussion will form a subject for next year’s 
report. 

384. hand. The progress made by the Band under the able superinten¬ 
dence of Mr. Schocneman has been little short of wonderful, considering the 
tune they have been under tuition. I think by next September they may be 
sufficiently advanced to be capable of performing in public, should you wish them 
to pay Darjeeling a visit. 1 hey are hardly strong enough yet for out of door 
playing, but for dance music they would do very well mdecd. 


38,'). The Rajah returned to India in Pebruary last, and after a short stay 
in Calcutta, came up to Cooch Behar, wherc he was enthusiastically received, 
not even the faintest sign appearing of any disposition on the part of Iris family 
or of the public to hold alooof, or look coldly upon him on account of liis 
tiwels. III! had, I regret to. say, a sharp attack of fever after returning from 
liis shooting excursion, wdiiirh for a time proved obstinate. He has never 
been subject to fever, and w'as not cxpised to malarui while slusilinL', and Ids 
illness was probably the ellect of a chill. He never had a day’s illness wlulo 
out of India, and he has returned much improved in every w ay, and so fai* 
from being estranged from his subjects and his native land, he appears to me. 
to take a more intelligent interest in them than I ever before remarked in 
him. 


I have the honor to be 
Sin, 

Your most obedient servant, 


G. T. DALTON, 

Deputy Commissioner. 
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(Sd.) Calica Dass Dutt, Dewan. 
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Statement of Receipts and Disbursements on account of the Trust for Annundmoyce Rajcoomaree for 1878-79. 
















No. 2 —(HIGH COUllT No. 6.) 

Statement shewing the number and description of Civil Suits instituted in the Civil Courts of Cooch Behar during the year 1878-79 
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Xo. 3.—(HIGH COURT Xo. 8.) 

Statement shewing the general result of the trial of Civil Suits in the Courts of Original Jurisdiction in Cooch Behar for the year 1878-79. 
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179 

90_ 

eg 

•o 

7):>simnjflnioo 

46 

46 

32 

19 

13 

30 

29 

1 

18 

eg 

•flAWI miAV U.WtJjptlll.ft 

<ecd t*04 

QO 

CM 
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§ 
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^. 
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00 

s 

TVsodsip JO] ro^ox 
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!»;:iSiijS:igS 

i 

■jojauui) £({ paApoaii 
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• t CO : 

I 

oq? BtI^np pa)a)psui 

S . , W QO 0> 

© 

eg 

'ino^ 

moj; aaiuTBUUj Hung 

t- , , , to • • 

*o 

C4 

o5 

I 

Pm 

O 

^ ^ : i ; 1 !i 

IIP. 1 ^ 1 i 

I i i = , 1 = i.s“ 

‘ s ! s 5 i f 1 n f li 
a II i 31 ^ ^^ 

P ® 1113 M 11 alii 
5 1 3 f s 11111 1 l|| 

II ■ il|l 

1 

■ 

: 

s' 

i 

lO 

i 


(Sd.) Pritanath Dutt. 

Offg. Bewany Ahilkar. 






























No. 4.—(HIGH COURT Xo. 10.) 

Statemeni sheming execution of decrees of Civil Courts of Cooch Behar for the year 1878-79. 


( ^ ) 



b 


EB 

H 

< 

>• 

£ 



OJFy. Dewany AMlkar. 






















































( ) 

' No. 5.-(HIGH COURT No. 7.) 

Statement shewing the value of suits disposed of in the Civil Courts of Cooch Behtir 

for the year 1878-79. 


VALUE (5p BUITS. 

I 

2 

8 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

a 


Total value. 

i 

a 


j 

Assistant to the 
Dewany AMUcar. 

1 

!■ 

,5 

Nil. 

NU. 

Nil. 











Es. A. P. 

Not exceeding Bs. 6 . 


17 

45 

50 





399 1 I K 

Ditto 

„ 20 . 

131 

2G5 

220 

526 

• 




13,448 0 11 

Ditto 

„ 100 . 

291 

427 

272 

178 

609 




78,557 3 in 

Ditto 

„ 500 . 

54 

71 

49 

20 

196 




69,993 11 S 

Ditto 

„ 1,000 . 





34 




20,638 8 11 

Ditto 

„ 6,0(X) . 





13 




22,101 4 7 

Ditto 

„ 10,000 . 





2 




13,422 15 9 

i)itto 

„ 1,00,000 . 










Exceeding 

„ 1,00,000 . 




















Total 

432 

780 

080 

774 

855 




2,18,651 15 4 


(Sd.) Priyanath Dutt, 

Offg. Dewany Ahilkar. 


CIVIL No. 7. 

Statement shewing the prisoners admitted in the Civil Jail and released during the 

year 1878-79. 



NumlicT 
remaining 
at the end 
of March 
1878. 

Number 
admitted 
during the 
year. 

Total. 

UcleaBcd. 

Died. 

1 

Escaped. 

Total. 

Nomlwr 
^ remaining 
;at the close 
of tho 
i year. 

\ 

Civil Jail. 

1 

76 

85 

1 

79 


1 

79 

_1 

6 



(Sd.) Priyanath Dutt, 

Offg. Dewany AhUkar. 











































( xvii ) 

Statement shewing the punishment inflicted by various mminal tribunals in the 
District of Cooch Behar. 


TEESONS SENTENCED TO 


CLASS OP TRIBUNALS. 

rt 

u 

O 

Teanbpoutation. 

© 

d 

C 

S! 

"a 

d 

© 

IMPBIBONMEOT. 

Forfeiture of property. | 

Fine. 

Whipping. 

!3 

© 

h 

For a term. 

Rlgormut. 

§ 

•i 

.3 

1 

Without imprisonment. 

b« 

© 

© 

©• 

.sl 

II 

a'o 

a 

- ^ 

In lieu of other punish¬ 
ment. 

d 

o 

w 

^ -w 

£ o 
^ 2 
« g 

5 a 

yS (d 

£• 

el 

*© a 

tci c> 

a 

X. 4) 

II 

W 

© 

*0- 

.1 

w 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 







15 







Ahilkiir, liabuJiidub Chun- 



















112 






1 

Jiabu Tfiiiy Lall Unv, NaibAhilkar, 










Snddcr Fonzdai i Court 






2C 



21 




Jbiliu lliiri DasH Mookcrjee OfRoiat- 











... 

iu;; ilitto 





... 

32 


... 

22 

56 


’ 

Kumar KcKbub Nnravan, Assistant 













Ahilkar, Sinblor Kour/lari (’ourt... 






G9 



21 




Habu Soflhi Bhooshwn ITablor, Naib 








1 



Aliilkar, Dinlmta 






8S 



S.7 



a 

Kumnt^ Hnn^ila Narnynn, Naib 










Ahilkar, MeicHpun] ... 






41 



16 

90 



babu Kedar Nath Blookciicc. Naib 










Ahilkar, Matbnbhonga 

• 


• 




61 

1 



86 


12 

Total . 

... 



... 

... 

431 

7 

... 

193 

735 

2 

IS 


5 






















( xvm ) 


Statement shewing the punishment inflicted by various crirmnol 


f/ 

PERSONS ORDERED 
TO FIND OR GIVE. 

DETAIL OF 




i 

s 

1 

1 

he 

n 

o 

0) 

a 

ro 

Fine 

CLASS OF TRIBUNALS. 

V 

s, 

*s 

£• 

0) 

V 

% 

.H 

k 

it 

rs 

s 

n3 

a 

c$ 

O 

m 

P, 

P 

Pj 

Rupees 50 and under. 

9 

'O 

g 

1 

00 

1 

p 

(A 

1 

m 

4> 

K 

P 

Rupees 1,000 and under. 


Total amount of fines. 


u 

16 

16 

17 

18 

19 


21 

22 

23 











Rs. A. P. 

Court of Session 




1 

1 

... 

... 

... 


21 0 0 

Fi)U7Alari Ahilkav, BubuJaclub Cliun* 
«lcv Chuckerbutty 


3 

a 

101 

60 

2 

1 


... 

2,80!) 12 0 

Balm }’cary Lall Roy, Naib Ahilkar, 
SmUlei Fou7.<lari Ccmrt 




G3 

14 

... 

... 

... 

... 

G29 H 0 

Jtabu Hari Dnss Mookcrjeo Officiat- 
in'; ditto 




61 

2G 

... 


... 


700 0 0 

Kuuuu' Kesub Nai'uyan, Assistant 
Ahilkar, Sudder Kouzdari Conrt... 




23S 

23 



... 

... 

1,380 0 0 

Babii Hoshi BbooBbmi Ilaldar, Naib 
Ahilkar. IMnhata 



6 

127 

17 

2 




1.798 0 0 

Kumar Run(;ila Ntirayan, Naib Ahil¬ 
kar, Mekligunj ... ... 



12 

92 

12 

2 



... 

780 8 0 

Babu Kedar Nath Mookcrjec, Naib 
Ahilkar, Mathabhnnga 



1 

74 

12 





807 12 0 

Total 


3 

27 

747 

174 

6 

1 

1 

1 

9,022 B 0 















































( xix ) 


tribunals in the District of Cooch Behar. —(Concluded.) 



(Sd.) Jadub Chcndee CaccKEEBTi'mr, 

Fouzdari Ahilkar. 




































Serial Knmber- 


( XX ) STATE 

PAET L—Eeturn 




OABEB. 



I 

1 

u 

evioua 

iaiing 

luTestigated by Police. 

a 

» 

P 

il 

2 





SI 

g"^ 

■’^1 

a'-’ 

1*8 

0“ 

l| 

if 

6, 



LAW IINDETI 
WUICH rUNISE* 
ADLE. 

rKSCIlIPTION OP cniME. 

Ml 

"9 

1 

1 

H 

S be 

■S 

1 

0 

u 

V 

s 

ja 

2 

■9| 

|l 

l| 

.1^ 

to 

?§ 
a h 

JS'O 

^"2 

li 

By Police nio motu. 

ka-A 

Ig 

IP 

fell 

•sslf 

bit 

n 

1 

h 

•Is 

fll 

4j£ 

5 E 
e 9 

k 

n 

Pij 

II 

•S^ 

il 

■sg 

|| 

ea 

S.'’ 

1 

11 

Is 

IS 

Is 

11 
« a 

ii 

i| 

'A 

2 

3 

3a 

4 

4a 

5 

n 

7 

8 

0 1 

»a 


Alrttment ol olToiicc ni)t committed. Ac. 











Abetting commission of offence by public, &c. 










1!”... 

Concealing dealgn to commit offence, 4ic. 





















Total. 










CtahH 1 —OfI'ncesarjainiil Ihr sialf, public tranqnilUfif, and ja^hcf. 










131 138.... 

Offencei ndatliig to Army and Navy. 










23Uo2A3,4r,7, and 
471, 

Offences rclftUtig to coin, ntamps, and Oovemment 
notes. 

1 -lA 

1 










1.5 











15 2 5 

9 



A 



5 


14:Uol53,157,158. 


7 

5 



fi 



4 













_ L L i 1.1 Ili‘ 


4 




















Total. 

24 2 5 

21) 



11 



l» 

1 

Class II .—offences against the person 











,, _ _ 





















1 











I302, 303, 3dC....< 

Murder < 










^ y polaon 











1 













2 3 5 

2 


1 

a 







25 

1 



1 







1 2 .5 

(i 



6 



1 

, 



72,3 

7 


1 

5 



1 

6 



4,5 

1 

1 



1 







2 


< 





2 

30r., 30C, 309. 

029, 331, 333. 






6 



4 

j 

OrlcvouH hurt for the pnrpOBO of extorting projicrty 
or confession or detcTriiig public scrraiit. 












28 2 5 

24 

1 


1 

23 




15, 




















827, 330, 332. 

Hurt for piirpose of extorting property or confenslon 
or deterring public serTant. 












6 4/5 

4/5 




9 



4 

1 





. 

s 



1 

340 to 348 . 

Wrongful confinement and restraint In secret or for 
purpose of extortion. 








. 372, 37.1. 

* i"''I' /.i.k*. or unlawfully obtaining a minor for 


3 



1 

1 



1 

7 871 . 



1 

19 








a 853, 354,850,357.. 

(Mminal force to public Kcrvaut or woman, or In 
attempt to commit theft or wiongfuUy oonflnc. 

18 3/5 


1 

14 


... 

8 

4 

9 oaia.aod . 

Hash or negligent actcausiag death or grioTous hurt.. 

j 

1 



1 


... 

... 

... 


Total. 

73 8/5 

84 


K 

71 

1 

... 

14 

81 

CLA88 III.- 

-Serious offentes against person and property, or 
ugninst property only. 










0 • 893,397,398. 











1 899, 402. 


33' 






... 



2 894, 807,898. 

Robbery with (poisonous or stupefying drugs.. 
hurt, 1, .. 

4/ 

2 

... 















... 





















































































































Pending at end of last year. 


( xxi ) 


MENT A. 
of Cognizable Crime. 


PROPERTY. 




Acquitted or finally conTlcted 
diMbarged j (including iwr- 
af ter appear* ■cue ordered to ' 
anoo before h Hocurltj 


No. PENiuNa A 
EKI) OP 
YKAn. 


Hr. An. P, t Us. Ah. P. 



6 


Amount of property stolen. 































( xxii ) 


STATE 

PABT L—Miim 


•5 

a 

9 

'y, 

1 

W 

LAW UNHEIl 
WHJcn PUNISH- 
APLK. 


1 




CASE. 




DESOniPTION OP oniMB. 

1 

1 

bo 

■S 

1 

1 

ti 

i 

1 

9 

■0 

o 

i 

« 

1 

s 

Is 

li 

"o 

l| 

II 

n 

ig 

vS 

li 

is 

P 

u 

If 

si 

Us 

S'-' 

Inrostigoted by FoUoo. 

a 

5 

si 

e a 

9 * 

:i 

^ p 

B 9 

3 u 
8'C 
■s| 

ll 

1 ^ 

i ■ 

s 

1 

% 

ll 

ss 

H 

1“ 

a| 

'A 

% 

i 

£■ 

11 
fell 

'Ecus 
B'sa t 

..'u.'Sl 

1 

m 0 

Is 

s| 

4)£ 

£t 

Is 

«*5 

m 

1 

i 

1 

Ha 


4a 

“ 

6 

7 

8 

9 

9u 


CLAfiH in.— 

Serious of mm a'/ainst and proj>erlg, or 











i fl 

aainsi properly o/i/y.—(('oiilliim‘(L) 











i 

l' in (IwcUiiig-h.mHo.. 

1 :i.A 

1 



1 




1 

:j:i 

3!»2.31)3 . 

Rohhery .< on tlic hlahway l»ftwccn eunuct 




1 

1 







1 mid ponrlac. 






















;i4 

2«1, 2H2, 430 

Scrloufl niiwliiitf and copimto offences . 

2U 

11 


1 

8 

2 


1 



lii4;(:i,-13j)tu 440. 











34. 

42S. 421». 

MlBchief I'y killiiiK, polsoiiinft, ormiiimnigMiyanimiil 


10 


1 

‘ 



2 


lift 

4:.4, 4.'.7 to4(10 

Lurking hoUKC-tresiifWH nr houHe-lm’aklngM'lth Intent 

73 :i,V’ 

8 

1 


6 



3 

2 



to coniiiilt mi offence, or haring luiidn preparation 












for hurt. 










311 

410 to 4 W . 

llnnsi-trospaHH with view to commit nn offence or 

041 











having iiiiule pn-piiratlon for hurt. 










- 

412,413 . 

Ileoeiviiig stolen property by docolty or hnliituiiUy .. 

I' 











Total. 

IHI 

a.-, 

1 

4 

27 

2 


7 

" 


PLASs TY.—jVt«or ofencet against tin' ji^rson. 























“ . 








2 






424-7 













































Totnl. 

!)«•> r. 

112 

8 

51 

54 

1 

2 

21 

25 


Clash V .—offrnrFs against firopfrtti. 










4L. 

4C3,4Cfl . 

Lurking houso-lrefipaiis or bouho-lireaking. 

];i 3,5 

21 

1 

] 

10 



H 

4 





4!) 



34 





+:; 

370 to 3H2 . 

Theft.j 






■ 




1 onllimry . 

5102,5 

887 

169 

54 

65)2 

2 

4 

117 

151 

14 
























41i 

447, 448 . 


r.84/5 

212 



22 

2 


16 

48 

47 

4151,4(12 . 



« 




Total. 

78.74 5 

1220 

Iftll 

M 

778 

9 


207 

219 


CI.AS.S Xl.—Othef offeiiffM not sfiFrified ahven. 










4H 

311, 40(1,40] . 

Belong to gangs of thugs, dacoita, robbers, and 












thlures. 










41* 

CliapU.TXXXVin., 


47 25 

87 



19 

16 


23 



C. P. (!. and Act 







IX. of IK74. 











no 

2!W U> 207 . 


4.5 









ni 



1 








•Vj 



y/5 








r>;i 












> uiiclfT the Acts 











r>A 

1 iiH.'Ciflod. 

—Salt and Cuatom laws... 







... 



{lO 

1 











CO 













f2i». 277. 270. 280. 












283, 2«a to 28(i, 












280, 201 to 204, 











C7 

Swtlon B4 of Act 


144/6 










V. of 18f)l, and 









... 


any otliw ManI- 












. clpol or local lawA 












Other spocial and 

Total. 

64 4/6 

41 



21 

16 


24 

1 

CH 

local lawH ooe- 












uisablc by PoUoo 


... 











Total. 










~ 


Oravd Total..,. 

1,16^^ 

1,612 

160 

66 

962 

28 

6 

286 

288 

































































































Ptniiling Bt of last jear. 


KENT A- 


( Jtxiii ) 














Serial Domber 


( xxiv ) "STATE 

Part II.—EetumofNon- 



Ahotmont of olTo««' not conirnltU^l, Ac. 

commiiMlon of oITVihm' by public, Ac. 
Conct^iug design to coiuinit offiniue 


liASii l.'^Offeneet the fttate, PubUe TraiuiuilliHi, ix. 

... OflcnccH npalnst the Bfnto 

Uurboui'iiig clc8erter» by muster of Hhip ... 

i, 2ia to aiB. 227, 

... Offences ngftlnst public jiidtico 
1 ... ... OffeuccR by public KcrvHiits 

1, 421 tu 424 ... False ovLdeucc, fulac compluintH and cluitiis, and fraudulent 

dmlH and disposltlou of projK-riy. 

Forgery or fraudulently usiiiK forgc<l documents ... 

... Offences relating to WfiglitH and lueftsurcs 
Waving nr using false trndc'-uinrks 
... Itiotlng, unlawful iwscuibly, affray 


Ot.Ass. II.—»SrnoM* offences against the person. 


... I Criushig niiscnTTinge 

Huying or disposing of slaves 


OI.A8S III.— Si-rious off'enres agaUist property. 


»4A 

H(12, ItM, 9M 


Class IW—ifinnr offences against the Person. 


I Wrongful conflncraciit 
Criiuinal forix^ ... 


417to420 ... 
4(KI,4U4 ... 


Class V offences against Propert)/. 

... ... riioiiting 

Crltuiiiiil tiiimipproprintloii of pro|s*rty 
... ... I'rlinimii Ln'iu-b of trust by public serTauts, bankers, Ac. 

,.. ... JliwIUef (simple) 


Cl<ASS YL— Other offmees not sperijled ahoee. 

Cffences agiiinst religion 

1.. . ... ... ... <'riuiinid bnvich of contract of servico 

1.. . ... ... ... Offences relating to inurriagc 

1.. . ... ... ... Dofnniiiticin ... _ ' 

:>i510 ... ... ... Intlmldulioii nnd Insult ... 

1 ,27H, 284, *287,2ftS, 290 ... Pubic and local nuisnneus ,, "] 

K'’'iJ’hig a lotlery office ... 

.Oflunees under Cbuplen* XXXVil, XXXix, XL! and XLl 

C. r. C, 


Speeial hates offences under leMeh are not cognuahle bg the Polire 


Regulation VI of 1S7!) 

Act 1 (11. C.) of !«(!« 

„ XVIII of 1S.14. 

„ XXXIoflH«7. 

„ XJIlofl«70. 

„ XXV of 1878. 

„ xxinfiiwe . 

loflW!) . 

XlJToflWll. 

„ XXXI of 1800. 

„ VoflSlJl . 

„ lf(H. C.)ofl8«4 

XXJl of 1864. 

„ VII (H. C.) of 1864 
„ I (IJ. C.) of 1878 
„ lV(]J.(’.)of]066 

„ XX of IHM 
„ V (11, C.) nf 1866 
„ XIV of 1866 
„ XVTnof1869 
„ Vll of 1870 

» I of 1871 

„ VI of 1871 
„ XI (II. C.) of 1871 
„ X on 872. Chapter XXXn 
„ 1V(D. C.)of 1878 
„ V (IL C.) of 1876 
„ Vm of 1876 ... 

„ XIX of 1876 ... 

„ 111 of 1877 ... 


Abkarce Act 
Merchant Shipping Act 
broach of contract 
Arms Act . ... 
Police Act 
JallsAct 
Gaiktonmeiit Aot 


Vaccination Aot 
PlcoiltTH oiul Mook:tean Act 
Ha«'kney Carriage Act ... 

Post office Act 
Stamp Aot 
Court-fees Act ... 

Ibmnd Aot ... ... ... 

Emigration Act ... 

Census Act 
Contempt (if Court 
Registration of birtha aiui Deaths 
bengui MutilcIpAl Act 
Native Puwengert' Ships Act 
DrAmatie Perfurmaucee Act 
Reglstralion Aot 
Mutiny Act 

Other special Laws ..i 


OiuRD Total 


1,880 2/6 


46 

1,221 


12 

106 

























































ME NT A- 
Cognizable Crime. 


( XXV ) 





































( xxvi ) STATE 

Comparative Statement of Cognizable 




“ 


Total number of oases 

Poroontage of coses In 



* 



invMtlgutod during the 

whluli ouiivictlon woe 


1 





year. ColUDinii A, 7 and 

obtained to coses 

Number 


WillCH I’UNIBH- 


DESCnil’TION OF CRIME. 

8 of Statement A. 

decided. 

of pentone 

a 

•a 

■c 

ABLE. 







arrmted. 




1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1877-78. 

878-79. 


2 

R 

4 

5 

« 1 

7 

8 

8 



/Is'lni^-nt of offenw not coramltte'l, Ac, . 







1 

117 . 

'AlH'ttiiijt coninilsHion of offeiioo l»y piihUc, Ac. 







1 

U8,U» . 

Couccaliiig dwign to oouimil ofloncu . 


. 








Total 








Ci.AVH 1.—0/re>iepj mitinut the Shite, pMir tranquillitp /nfety andJtMiee. 









( 

iTi'Iicoh relating to Army anil Navy.I 

1 







2;il to 2r>!'. 250 to 

orri'iK'i'H tx-lnting to coin, Htnuip* and Uoremmeiit 


100 


2 

1 




Sotes. 1 








212,2l« . 

Ilnvluiurlnp ran ofTciidor . 









OtiiiT oiruiirtis upnliiBt jHlblir jiintlCO . 



100 

100 

11 



ua to ].'i;t,ir)7, l'»« 

Uiiillnp <ir luilftwfiil iissctniilv. 


A 


r.i; 

20 


7 

140, 170,171 

I'ersoiiftting public servant or soldier . 






2 




Total 

9 

11 

KM 

81 

»;< 

44 


Cl-AX,S ll.—Serioui o/f'eneei against the person. ' 









1 by Lbiigs. 







7.. S 

1102, non, 30(1 

r..i,tan, ::: ■■■ ;;; 







* * 



f poison . 









OthtT umidi rs . 


H 

6ft 



■l 

i;{ 

aii7. 

Atti'niptH ut murder ... . . 

2 

1 

60 




1-t 

:io4,;oiH 

Cnliuiblu homicide . 

1 

(i 


19 

1 


i’. 

!i7i; . 

llatHi . 

lb 

5 

IV 

20 


2 

]•: 

IITT 

Cimaturnl offences .. 


1 



17 

J!|7.aiH . 

Ksposurc of Infants or conceahiKint of birth 







J>i 

am:, :i0)i 

AttciiifiL at, niid nbetnionf of Muieidu 

\ 

5 

1011 

80 



l!l 

H2!».ai)i,:ia3 

UricvmiH hurt for tJie pnnioBc of cxtortiiiK pvoiwrty 









ir Confession. 







211 

!i2:., ;j2fl, ;:a:. 

f 

rievoiiH hurt . 

5(’. 

23 

48 


87 


21 

:i2K. 

AduiiiilHtiTinp stuiK'fTirip ilnipii to cause hurt 






22 

H27 «i)n,aa2 

Hurt for pnri'ose of extorting pro|»crty or coafi’asioii 





<1 


'.M 

!I24 . 

Hurt bv ddliiOTmiB weapon . 

4 

9 

75 




24 

nwitoafi!) 

Kidnappinp or aluhictlon . 

4 

2 

25 




2;. 

!14»ltoWlj 

Wrongful conflnement mid restraint In secret or for 
purposes of extortion. 





3 



;)72,a7;{ . 

h 

... or unlawfully obtaining a woman for 


2 




1 

27 

071 . 

liiUilluallv ilcaling in sliivi’s . 







2S 

a.v;,;!5l.aii(!, (ii7 ... 

Criuiiiiiil foms to piilihc servant or woman, or In 
attempt to counnit Ibel't or wrongful confine. 

18 

14 

23 

21 

19 

M 

21* 

:404A,Ji:w 

Hash ormiiligciit acLeunalng death or grievous hurt,.. 

1 

1 

KMI 


1 

1 




Total 

95 

72 

42 

n 

141 

59 


CliASS III .—offeiires onainst person itiul property, or against 






'■ 




properly only. 







no 

»0.1.81>7.808 

DftcoitT .. 

2 

It 




25 

ni 

8110,4I»2 . 
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reiinration and iiNBeiubh fordacoilv . . 
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894, HO?, 3!)H 

Ii„itoy Mill, hurt 1 ™ »t«pciy'"K 

■' 1 by otlior means. 










i ill dwelllng-hoiise 


1 





22 

8112,3!i;i . 

llobl«ri'.. \ on the high wav bet ween sunset nndsunrlse 


1 








(nthir rolilmrlew . 

5 

2 

29 




:.4 

270,2W1,2H2.430 to 

.■icnouH iiiischlcl und coguntc offences . 

18 

H» 

27 

10 

31 



4H:I, ,Uft to 440. 









42H.42!) 

Mischief 
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:;r> 

4W,4.'.rj.4*)7to4C(> 

j.iirkiiighousc-trcspass or house-breaking within- 

9 

Q 

33 

90 
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tent to commit an offence, or having inailc prepara¬ 
tion forhurL 







:ui 

449 to 452. 

llonse-tTespasH with a view to cnnunlt an offence 
or Imvltig inado xm-iiamtloii tor hurt. 
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69 


4 

1 

:i7 

4l2.4ia . 

Ueceiving stolen property by ducuity or habitually... 


_* 








Total 

ID 

29 

27 

24 

57 

51 


Class IV .—Minor a/fenees aftairist the person. 







im 


Hurt on grave or sudden provocation . 







:-iHa 

.12:1 . 

Causing hurt ... . 


47 





:hii 

i:iUo!M4. 

Wrongful restraint and conUm’Uient . 

12 

9 

25 


23 

1 

,41 

40 

:i8«, 387 . 

luish act. causing hurt or viulungering life . 

1 

1 

100 

100 


1171 . 

Uumpulsory labor . 









Total 

18 

67 

:i« 

42 

24 

108 


Class V.—Minor offenres Hi/nliist property. 








458,45ft . 

Lurking houac-trespass or house breaking . 

14 

19 

71 

80 

14 


4:1 

379, to 382 

TMt lofcaUlc . 

50 

39 

94 

74 

99 

71 

44 


■'■(ordinary ... 

674 

0!»8 



869 



Criminal breach of trust . 

10 







411,414 

Ileci.iving stolen prcijicrty 

18 

H 







Criminal or house-trespass . 

27 

24 

100 

09 

206 

180 



Breaking closwl rcccploclo . 






Total 

998 

791 

27 

29 

704 

092 


Class VI.—other offenees not speeitted above. 








811,41)0,401 


Jiidonglng to gangs of thugs, dacolM, robbers and 

















4fl 

f'liatitcr XIX.J.P.C 

Vagrancy and bad characters 


84 

61 

67 

iO 



295 t«i 297 

Offences against religion 



61^ 

Coinilsal>lo offence* 

Cognizable offences und«r thoUamblina Act 




100 



M‘ 


Excise Laws 






n:i 1 

uiukr Die Act In 


Railway Laws 







54 / 

force III the Pro- 


Salt and Custom Laws 








vliico. 


Stage Carriage Act 







ftfi 1 



Stamp Act . 








2ftflfc 270, 277, 2711, 









280, 2Ht, 202, 288, 
285, to 287,289,291 









67^ 

In 2114, oeotlori 84 
nf Act V of 1891, 


-Public and local unisajices 

1 

1 

100 


3 

6 


and any other 
Mnnidpo) orlooal 
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lawn. 

J 











Total 

85 

89 

92 

60 

42 

47 
































































































































































































MENT B, ( xxvii ) 

Crime with result of Police operations. 


Ho. and percenUtge of p«r$om arretUd and brought to ttial. 

Amoant of property 

Numbor of Peroentftf^e of penont PercentiHirn of pereonfi Btolcii. 

innoiM brought convloted to punotiB convIotoU toj^oiu 

to trial. omnttid. Immght to trial. 


Amount and percentagt tif property reeovertd. 


Poroentage of property 
reoorer^ to prepay 
stolmi. 


1877-78. lB7«-7». 1877-78. 1H78-78. 1877-78. 1B78.7». 1H77-78. 1878-79. 1877-78. 1878-79. 1877-78. 
















































































































( xxviii ) 


Statement shewing the number of cases and persons sent up by Police for trial 
and the number convicted, acquitted during the year 1878-79. 


Number of cn»e* 
committed by 
I’olice. 

Number of 
penone 
oommlttal 

CON\^CTED. 

ACQUITTED OE DIBCHAEGED. 

Pending. 

RSMAHKM. 

By 

MiurlstroteK 

By Sestlons 
Judge. I 

Total. 

i 

By 

Uftgiatrotes. 

By Somlona 
Judge. 

Total. 

m 

577 

j 

422 

6 

428 

147 

2 

149 


1 


(Sd.) JaDUD ClIUNUER ClIUCKERBUTTY, 


F(iu:darec Ahilkar 




■Annual Statement of prisoners of all classes in the Cooch Behar Jail for the year 1878-79. 


( xxix ) 
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Statement sheu-hu) the out turn of the Manufactures of the Cooch Behar Jail during the year 1878-79 


( XXX ) 


































■Statement shewing the ralue of labour of prisoners emploged in the Coock Behar Jail during the year 1878-79. 


( xxxi ) 
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Statement shewing the cost of the Cooch Behar Jail for the year 1878-79. 


( xxxii ) 



(Stl.) Jadub Chundra Chuckerbdttt, 



( xxxiii ) 



(Sll.) ISlKESWAB 



































































